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So ipake tbe fal8e dtssemble», anpereeiyd. 

For nekher man aor angel ean diaeena 

Hypoerlay, the only evil that walkt 

InYiMble, ex<^pt to God alone» 

By hia penniative will, throagh beaven and eaiih ; 

And oft, thoogh wisdoni wake, snspiek^n aleepa 

.At wiidom's gate, and to simplidty 

Kesigns her ebarge, while goodneaa thinks oo 111 

"Where no iU seems. 
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CHAP. I. 

Xt wasthe latter end of Deeember; the 
dayclark,humid,andopprcssivelygloomy; 
yet Diidley, the lovcr and the poet, fclt 
not its ehilling inAuenee. Seated in his 
study-ehair, by the side of a blazing firc, 
the sombre appearanee of the atmo- 
sphere %vas unnotieed ; visions of bli&s, 
of lore, of hope, oeeupied his mind. Ile 
liad just finished the last line of a sonnet, 
whieh, for the beauty of its thoughts, tlie 
eleganee of its dietion, and the rieh 
harmony of itsnumbers^ might have vied 
%vith Spenser, Milton, or the immortal, . 

▼of.. I. B Petrircliv 
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2 ^ THE HYPOCRITE. 

Petrareh; it expressed all the delieate 
tenderness, the refined passion^ whieh he 
felr, and whieh few eould so happily de- 
seribe as himself. 

A loud knoeking at the door of his 
lodging put to Aight Cupid dnd his at- 
tendants. Dudley hastily eoneealed the 
effusion of his muse : it was not written 
to meet the eye of vulgar euriosity or 
every-day Triendship. One object alone 
was destined io peruse what would have 
given pleasure to every mind possessed 
of taste artd feeling. 

He rose with eagerness, as Gourteney, 
the man of his heart, the friehd Df his 
bosom, entered the ehamber; and press- 
ing his extended hand, warmly testiSed 
his joy at beholding him so soon. 

*' I received your letter this morning/* 
repiied his friend, " arid hasten^d to wel- 
eome your return to London." 

'' Thank you, my dear Leopold, for 
this additional proof of your regard. 
ilow are Sybella and t|\e boys?'* 

'* Quite 
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TUE HYPOCRJTE, 3 

^* Ciuiie well ; Sybella requested me 
to deliver her lovc and best wishes. I 
need not ask eoneerning your health^ or 
the state of your aiTairs; your eounte- 
nanee, Edmund^ betrays that all is well 
witbin. Would that I eould say the 
same!" 

" My dear Leopold/' said Dudley, 
again pressing his hand^ '^ all will soon^ I 
tnist^ be welL Though your talents and 
abilities are, at present, a little obseured 
by misrortunes^ yet Tear not^ my friend; 
the eloud whieh has lately hung over 
your prospeets will quickly disperse^ and 
all will be sunshine and prosperlty. You 
must stay and partake of bacheIor*s fare ;" 
the blood erimsoned his eheek. ^' At 
eight o'eloek I must Ieave you; until 
then, my dear Leopold^ let us enjoy ' the 
feast of reason and the flow of souL'' 

To this his friend assented. and thev 
drew their ebairs still eloser to the eheer- 
ing fire, 

•'yYou have been absent, EdmKniel'^ 
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three months; and if I may judge by 
your letters, they have been the happieat 
of your life. You have made me vene- 
rate lord Mortimer, esteem the marehio- 
ness of Wilmington, and fall desperately 
in Iove with the beautiful Althea. But 
tell me, Dndley, how is it that your fea- 
t.ures wear the air of one who has every 
thing to hope from a successful passion? 
I had expected to lind, from the hopeles^ 
ness of your attaehment, all the outward 
and visible signsof a disappointed lover/' 
Pudley smiled expressively — " My 
better getjius has destined it otherwise," 
said he ; " and you, »iy friend, who, I ' 
make no doubt, hastened to aATord me aU 
theeonsolation in your pow€r;&upposing 
m^ to be the most ynhappy of human 
beings^ must be agreeably surprised.at 
discovering me the very rev,erse of what 
you htad.expected.. The truth is, my dear 
Leopold, ihat dame Portune, who has 
perseeuied me for two-and-twenty years, 
is .^t last tire.d or asha^ned, of annoying 
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TH£ IlYPOCRrTE. T/ 

me any longer, and has bestowed a rc- 
eompenee for past miseries far beyond 
my hopes or deserts." 

Goiirteney looked anxioiisIy at his 
ftiend ; a siekly tremor eame ovcr him. 
Dudley eontinued — *' When I aeeompa- 
Hied my more than fathcr, the cvcr-to- 
be-reyered sir Thomas Perey, to pay a 
visit to the widowed sister of lord Morti- 
mer, I was, as you well know, labonring 
under a severc'bodily derangement, and 
ah almest insupportable oppression of 
spirits. At the Wilderness we Tound the 
marehioness and her infant family, her 
brother, lord Mortimer, and his daugh- 
ter, the lovely, the divine Althea. Sir 
Thomas, with his usual partiality, had 
paved the way for my reeeption. It was 
Aattering in the extreme — it was all ihat 
my high spirit and proud heart eould re- 
quire. In the ybutl]L|'uI daughtei* of the 
earl, who is eountess of Brandon in her 
ownright, rquickly discovered an obJcct 
whose person, mind, manners, and taste, 

B 3 oalled 
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6 THE HYPOeRITE. 

ealled forth my unqualified admiration, 
and seeured my fondest love. This en- 
ehanting girl^ bred up in the solilude of 
her father's eastle, edueated under his 
watehTul eye, and reared amidst a train 
of domesties, who looked up to her as ta 
a ereature of angelie birth, and who idol- 
ized even the turf she hallowed by her 
steps, wasnow, forthe first time, beyond 
the preeinets of her father's domain^ pre- 
paratory to her introduetion this winter 
into the fashionable world. I was the 
eonstant eompanion of her walks ; my 
opinion was eonsulted in every thing she 
ready in every tjiing she did ; my verses 
she set to musie, and sang them with the 
tnost exquisite pathos and fee]ing; while 
whatever merit they possessed was heigh- 
tened by the beauty of her eompositions, 
and the touehing sweetness of her voice 
and eyes. I was soon convinced that the 
heart of this lovely woman was my own. 
She knew the confined state of my eir- 
eumstanees, the independenee of my 

prineiples; 
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THE JI7P0CR1T£« 7 

prineiples; and sought not to eoneeal 
herregard whenever opportunity brought 
os aloiie. The time approaehed for our 
return to town — my spirits again sunk— ^ 
I beeame a prey to all the horrors of ^ 
hopeless atlaehment^ for hopeless it then 
appeared. Althea sought to draw from 
me the state of my heart, the eause of 
my dejection. My pride for a wbile re- 
fused to diselose what her rank and ror- 
tune alone made it neeessary to eoneeal. 
She surprised me, however, into a eon- 
fession of ray love/* 

Here the entranee of the servant, who 
a/inouiieed that dinner was on table, in* 
terrupted their conversation. Gourteney 
ate littld^^ and said less; his future happi- 
ness seemed to.hang upon the concIusio|i 
of Iiis friend*s narrative. With an eager- 
hess whieh appeared the offspring of sin- 
dere friendship,* he requested Dudley to 
eontinue, assoon as their repast was con« 
eluded. 

'^Fifst^'* exclaimed his friend,-:^s he 

^* mied 






8 THE HYPOeRITE. 

filled the glass^ '' let us drink the lieartli 
of my beloved Althea." 

* Gourteney wasaloverof thebottle,yet 
the wine had lost its relish, as he drank 
to the health of the yoathful eonutess, 

• *' Before our departure from the Wil- 
derness/' resumed Dudley, *' a miniature 
painter of eonsiderable eminenee eame 
to take the likenesses of lady Wilming- 
ton's ehildren. ^ I shall be eontented/ 

said the earl to Mr. C ry, ' if you are 

as successfu] wilh my nephews as you 
were with the eountess. Independent of 
its being a striking resemblanee, the 
pieture is a very fine one, and has * 
gained you eonsiderable praise in th^ 
sister ktngdom. The duehess of Fitz- 
Aubih assured me that all her ^rrends 
iri Iftland highly applauded your per- 
f6rmance.* This was the first time that I 

hadbeiard of Mn C ry's visit to Mor- 

timer Castle.. It gave birth to a train of 
maddening reflections, whieh I strove to 
quell in the soKtude of the Wilderness 

garden> 
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*HE HYroeKlTE. II 

garden^ but 8trove in vain. Imagination 
pietured the transports of the duke on 
receiving from his mother a gift so pre^ 
eidus as ihat whieh the earl had sent him. 
To see sueh beauties dnily, to belieensed 
tb adore them, would soon be the bliss- 
fiil fate of Althea's noble relative ; their 
union would quickly follbw, and I^ oh 
misery ! might even be expected to eom- 
pose an epHhalamium on the oeeasion/' 

'* That would have been mortifying 
indeed !" said Gburteney. 

'* My brain was on fire-^my heart felt 
bursting with agony« I heard a step ap- 
proaeh the seat on whi(ih I had thrown 
myself — it was -Allhea ; her voice arrested 
my Aight. Alarmed at my appearanee, 
^e in a tone so soft, so tender, and so 
soothiRg^ inquired how long I had beeti 
imwellf Unable to reply, I eould only. 
raise my.tearful eyes to hers, and press 
her hand to ' my beating heart. Again, 
in aeeents still ndore gentle and aSeetibn-- 
ale, she conjured me, by tbe Triendship 

B 5 I had 
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10 THE HYPOCRITE. 

I had h'onoured her with» to inrorm her 
or the eause of my distress. Had I re- 
ceived any unTaYourable news from Lon« 
don ? were any of my Triends ill ? ' Be- 
lieTe me^ Mr. Dudley/ said she^ ^ that it is 
not womanly euriosity whieh prompts my 
inquiry ; it is a wi^h^ a desire^ to sooth^ 
to alleviate, jf possible^ what has thus 
severely diseomposed you.' 

' You are all goodness^ all benevo« 
lenee/ I replied ; * but, alas ! my eruel 
destiny^ my humble situation in life, 
forbids me to taste the sweets or your 
heavenly sympathy. Your ladyship» 
although possessing the power of dis«* 
pensing happiness the most exquisite» 
eannot stil! the emotions of this too» 
daring souL or queli the raeking torture 
whieh agonizes ipy brain to frenzy. 
Doomed from my eradle to be the sport 
of fortune— to see, by degrees, every 
eherished hope, every fond expectation, 
btasted — to witnesa the total wreek of 
eyery promised joy — what then remaiDs 

for 
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for 8uch a wreteh as Dudley^ bul to wA 
at onee hU lire and woes !' 

'' The eolour reeed^ froin tht bloom» 

ing face of Althea, and she sunk lifeltif 

on my bosom. Searee knowing what'l 

did» I pressed her to my hearr. Thf 

violence of my agitation revived her; 

opening her dovelike eyes, she fixed 

them reproachfully pn mine, and in % 

low ypiee said — ' Crue) friend J tp see 

so light a value on thpse, who, if they 

have not the pow^r to serve you^ have 

at least aU the inelination and d^ 

sires of true friendship. You have de* 

ceived me^ Mr. Dudley ; you taught me 

to believe that my est^emi and that cf 

my family^ were die^r to you— that our 

soeiety had eharms whieh eould allinr^ 

you from the world and all its pleasurea. 

You have deceived m^ — ^but — l forgiw 

you.* 

'' She wan retreating from me, when 
I Hung myself M her feet. I conjured 
her*to bear my ]|rindicatioD> although \t 
. - * •S woul^ 
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wouM Aen be requisite that I shouTd 
quit her for ever. Pale and treipbling, 
She su^eredmie to lead her to the seat, 
«ttd with' the eountenanee of an angel, 
iiiieiied to Ihe presumptuous avowal of 
iny passioh, whieh nothing but the dread 
br*her dispteasure at my seeming ingra- 
ti+udefer al! the kindnes^i I had received 
eould bav*'/wriing from me/* 
' ^' It was rather a ha^ardous diselosure, 
I tliink/' said Gburteney, with gravity. 
- '' It was so,-* repKed Dudley ; " yet, 
nevehheIeSfe, she raised me frbm the 
ground witha look of enehstntioig sweet- 
nt^, while -the' blood erin^soned her neek 
tod TaeeP^ she said — * Do you indeed, 
Mr. Dudley, cxpect that 1 should banish 
you for'ever frohi my presenee, orview 
«fith haughty itidignation and wounded 
]^ride a man whom I have ever esteemed 
most highly, and who has discovered in 
me virtnes M;hi<5h, perhapsT, no one else 
bas found outP- Ab'! -nA*^ I Teel-the w^^nt 
of that knowle^ge of the. worfd^ whieh 

■^ ^ would 
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^ould teaeh me how to aet in this trying 
hour. My own heart prompts me to re- 
turn your sinrerity with equal eandour ; 
1}ut a isomething whispers, that the deli- 
eaey of my sex Torbids it. Live, live, I 
*conjure you J and beKeve that Althea, 
boweyer restrained from giving vent to 
her natural feeirngs; ean never despise 
orthink with indiiTerenee on the friend 
of her heart's free eleetion/ 

' Angel of purity !' I eried, pressing 
lier soft hand to my parehed lips ; ' sueh 
goodness,such eondeseension is more than 
I deserve. Yes, I will li\e — live to put 
tip prayers for thy happiness f Yet how 
blank will all nature seem wben I am ex« 
eluded Trom thy presenre — when I am 
dehied the proud fclicity of thy conver- 
sation !* 

• And whv, and vho has rendered fhi> 

m 

banishment neee^rr r' ^sM O-.e. 

' Oh, most adored \ I crie4, ' all mv 
fortitude wou5d be ir.^'^Serent to besr 
the sigbt of Tour eoeirir/s tl-n. I ^iii 

e:.dttvi 



14 THE HTPOCR][TK« 

endeayour tp ebeek my heart's wild throI>- 
bings^/tp remeipber the ins^uperable bar 
whieh divides us; but I eannot be a wit<- 
ness to the rapture of the duke of Fitz* 
Aubin/ 

' I eomprehend you/ said she^ blush«- 
ing : ' you heard this morning that my 
pieture had been sent to his mother. My 
father, I believe« has some idea oP what 
you allude Xo. At one time sueh a pror 
posal would have been indiATerent to me^ 
but now — now, Mr, Dudley, I should eer- 
tainly reject it. Oh ! do not Tear that 
my introduetion into the world will ever 
make me otherwise than what I now am 
-— will eyer make me forget one whose 
exalted mind eould discover qualities ii> 
a young> ignorant^ eountry girl^ worthy 
his approbation/ 

'' To be short, my dear Leopold, this 
innoeent eonression of the eountess again 
.drew frpoi me protestations of eternal 
.aATeetion ; and the lovely, timid, artless 
^i\ at length owiied ibat Dpdley, the 

bumble 
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humble poet^ the orphan^ and the unfor- 
tunate^ was dearer to her than existence. 
Doting on her to distraetion^ and reel- 
ing that it was impossible for me to Iive 
without her, I yet possessed sufficient 
hohour to point out to her the eonse* 
quences whieh might arise from her union 
with one so mueh her inferior in rank 
and forrune.** 

*' Her union V' hastily eselaimed 
Gourteney ; ^' surely the eountess was 
notmad enough to tbink of sueh a thing?" 

Dudley east a look on his friend^ whieh 
immediately brought him to bis reeol* 

■ 

leetion. 

'* Forgive me, dearest Edmund; ray 
regard for you makes me foresee a hun- 
dred difficulties and dangers from this un- 
fortunate connexion/' 

•The eountenanee of Dudley recovered 
it9 former «erenity, and he eontinued— - 
*'^Our walks were now prolonged as mueh 
as possible. Love was the theme upon. 
whieb eaeb dweh with raptiyre ; yef I 

eould 
9 
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eould not eoneeal my dread of the future, 
my fears lest the earl should sueeeed in 
Bringing about the marriage of the duke 
with my belbved Althea. Stilh in the 
midst of my distress, I owned myself un- 
worthy of the saeriSee whiehshe seemed- 
willing to make. 

* After having aeknowledged tny aflec« 
tion/ said the eountess, ' all your argu— 
ments, my dear Dudley, will'be^used in 
vain. You possess- my heart, and no* 
other shall ever elaim a right to my hand. 
Ifa you are eentered all the qualif]cations 
©f mind' and souh with whiehl used to 
deek the vision of my fancy. With you^ 
Teould be happy, divesti&d of my birth- 
right, and all its splendour — without you^ 
\ must be mi^erable. Seek not, therefore, 
to weaken my fixed resolves. lf; indeed,- 
Althea i« the ehosen o( your heart, joy- 
fully will she risk every thing to beeome^ 
the wife of him who first taught her the' 
sweets of a refined and tender passion/ 
Yain^ was my deterrainatim of abid^ 

ing 
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ing by the rule of eonduet whieh honoui^ 
and generosity had mafrked out for me. 
Everi Althea began fo hint her fears, lesf 
some unforesecn eireumstanee should 
arise to prevenf our union. FondIy 
pressing her to my bosom, I kissed off 
the falling tear. ' Ah, my Edmund !' she 
exclaimed^ in a tone of witehing sofrnesSj 
* how shall I be assured that when we 
Ieave the Wilderness, you wilt have the 
opportunity to sooth and eonsole me by 
your conversation^ and eneourage mc by 
your presenee, f6 wear an air of ease 
and cheerfulness whieh will ihen be fo- 
reign to my heart ? If 1 was indeed your 
wiTe, that de1ightful eertainty would en- 
able me to bear with tolorable serenity 
our sometimes ncc«sary separation/ 

" To eombat against her matehlessten- 
derness, and the strength of my own pas- 
sion, was more than I eould {>€rfonrl. I 
)iclded not to reasson, Leopold, not to 
the allurements o! wealth and power, 
but to my attaehment to herselT ; and 
- . • only 




18 THE HT^QCRITE. 

only lamented that the inferiority of 
birth was not on her side, that I might 
provc the disinterestedness of my loye. 
To oblige Althea, I sat to Mn C ry^ 
and was rewarded^ on presenting her with 
my pieture, by receiving a eharming like- 
ness of hersclf/' 

Dudley opened his bosom^ and drew 
from it a miniature — " Here, Leopold^ 
view these fcatures, and be still more 
convinced of the madness of the eoun- 
tesi^» It was hcrself who plaeed it round 
niy neek^ and I promised that no hand 
but her own should undasp the ehain/' 

Gourteney leaned forward, and as he 
eontemplated the glowing beauties of 
Althea, his envy inereased^ his diseontent 
strengthened. Yet was he Iavish ol' his 
praise, for who Wmld withhold it froni 
sueh an object ?■ 

Dudley pressed the miniature to his 

lips; then eonsigned it to the faithful 

bosom whieh beat only for the original. 

» 

" Sueh a woman^ exclaiined Gourte- 

ney. 
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ney, aiming at gaiety as hc spoke, '' might 
well justify my friend for yielding to 
what the world will eall a mereenary 
passion." 

** The world I despise," retorted Dud- 
ley. " Gonseious of my own integrity, 
and the justness of my cause> I defy its 
malcvolence. To seeure the peaee and 
happiness of Althea, I willingly brave its 
eensure. She is convinced that no seliish 
motive indueed me to hazard her father*8 
displeasure; and to nootherhuman bc* 
ing will I eondeseend to excuse roy eon* 
duet. 1 am, I confess, rather surprised 
that i^oii, Leopold, seem rather to regret 
than rejoice at your friend's good fortune» 
in possessing the affections of sueh a wo- 
man as the eountess of Brandon." 

'^ It is her being eountess of Brandon 
that makes me tremble for mv frieDd,^ 
replied Gourteney» with well-ditfembled 
sineerity ; *' I am eonseious of your ta* 
lents, your uodoubted right to the no« 
tiee you iiave feceived; but^ my dear 
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Edmund, what hopes have you that the 
earl will ev€r be brought to eonsent to 
your union, or that sir Thomas Perey 
will overlook what may justly be terraed 
a breaeh of hospitality ?'* 

'* Sir Thomas,'* warmly replied the 
poet, " has a mind and soul not to be 
affected b]6 the pageantry of a high-sound- 
ing name, or a long list of titled an^^es- 
tors. His praise, his affection, his paren- 
tal eare, have taught me to appreeiate 
the value of those abilities of whieh I feel 
that I am possessed. It is the eonseious- 
ness of superior genius, of talent whieh 
KOBiLiTY eannot purehase, of an uneor- 

^ rupted heart, a fr^e and independent 
mind, a soul and spirit tKat would not 
stoop to sdlieit a favour, or pay homage 
to the mere title ot any man, that has 
gained me the love of Althea. Gould' 
wealth have any eharrars for me, it would 

*^^ in the pleasing convicticn that it 
vfould enable me to dispense comforts 
to those less fortunate than mysel-r Ta 

render 



THE HTPOeRITE. «■! 

Tender happy my dear Leopold and his 
amiable Sybeila will be ray first eare." 

Gourteney, as he returned the pressure 
-oP Dudley's band, felt a momentary re- 
turn of his former aiTeetion, whieh tbe 
'superior good fortiine of his friyend bad 
greatly diminished. ^^^B 

^' My dear Edmiind/' s^Tne, reple- 
nishtng his glass, *' eannot doubt the sin- 
eerity of my regard ; and if I bave been 
baekward in expressions of eongratula- 
tLon, it arose solely from a fear of hts 
receiving more pain than pleasure, moro 
eyil 4han good, frQra the eonney'on. 
IIowevef, my fri€nd, may no imp^di* 
ment arisetoseparate you and the lovely 
Althea/ but may your loves be erowned 
by a speedy union, with the eonsent of 
her relations 4 May I inquire, Edmund, 
whether you thtnk that likely to happen? 
have you no' dread lest her father should 
be anxLous to see on her browsthedueal 

4 

«epronet of Fit2-Aubin? alas, my friend! 
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against sueh a mal^ even your superior 
merit will, I fear, avail but little." 

*'' I have heard mueh of the person 
and fortune of the duke/' replied Dud- 
ley, with a eareless air; " but I am per- 
fect]y at ease respeeting his eapability of 
injuring B)^ my beIoved Althea hasput 
it out othts power, or the power of any 
earthly being, to divide us." 

Gourteney looked paler than usual— 
^' What do you mean, Edmund? aml not 
tvorthy/' and his eonseienee aeeused him 
as he spoke, " to be trusted ?'' 

*' Yes, my dear Leopold, you are wor- 
thy, most worthy, to possess my entire 
confidence ; nor will I now shrink from 
entrusting to your prudenee and friend- 
£hip the seeret of my soul. Know. then, 
my friend, that before we quitted the 
Wilderness, Althea, anxiou8 to convince 
me how firm, how faithful, was her at- 
taehment, as well as to put it beyond the 
power. of ehanee or force to separate us, 

beeame 
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beeame mine for lire ! You start^ my 
dear Leopold ; you look ineredulous ; 
but Althea^ the adored^ the beIoved of 
iny heart, is the wife of my bosom !" 

Animated by his own rapturous sensa- 
tions^ he saw not the ghastly hue whieh 
overspread the pallid faee of Gourteney^ 
who, with extreme difficuliy, eoneealed- 
his inward ehagrin, envy, and mortitiea- 
tion, 

Dudley eontinued — " We were mar- 
ried privately, by the worthy eurate of 
the village, whose wife and brother, to- 
gether with the nurse of Althea, were 
alone present at the eeremony. Oh, . 
Leopold ! what terms are eapable of de- 
seribing my bliss, when I foIded in my 
arms the noble girl, who, for my sake, 
had thus generously made so great a sa- 
crificc — when I pressed my lips to hers, 
and hailed her as my wife ! £xcess of 
joy made a ehild of me, and I aetually 
shed tears on the beloved bosom of my 

Althea." 

Gourteneyy 
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Gourteney, recovering in some degree 
his seir-eommand^ oongratulated his 
/riend, with every s^emblanee of sinx:e- 
rity, on his good fortune in possessing 
so love1y a woman ; and raising his eyes 
^nd handsdevoutIy to heaven, exclaitned 
— " Oh, Father of Merey ! grant that 
. ihis union of my beloved Edmund and 
his Althea may be productive of every 
earthly happiness! and that no rash, pre- 
sumptuous mortal miay dare attempt to se- 



parate those whom thou, oh God of the 
universe ! hast joincd together !** 

Then taking the hand of his friend^ he 
said — *' I must see your Althea ; you 
must contrive to introduee me to her, 
Edmund. Already my heart aeknow- 
ledges her as a sisler, as the wife of my 
dearest friend." 

" Gladly, ray dear Leopold, will I ac* 
quie8ce in your wishes. My AUhea fa 
prepared to esteem you, and her father 
-and aunt will opt be sorry to inerease the 
pJeasures of their leisure hours, by the 

conversation 
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eonyersation of a man of talent like my 
friend. To-morrow you will be with 
tne to breakfast^ and we will make a 
morning'^ eall ofi the marehioness. I 
am going there this evening, and will^ 
take in iiiy poeket your voIume of poems» 
|>reparatory to your introduetion." 

Goarteney eould not avoid feeling 
himseM* honoured by this utiexpected 
ofier of being personaliy introdueed to 
the notiee of a family equal in connexion 
and splendour to any in the kingdom ; 
nor did he hesttate to thank the bighly- 
favoured friend^ through whose means 
so desirable an event would take plaee. 

Dudley/with a heart alive not only to 
the estaeies of love, but to the endear- 
ments of friendshf p^ rose, and taking from 
his desk a bank-note of thirty pounds, 
put it into the hand 6f his less fortunate 
friend— -^ Aeeept/' said he, '' of this 
triile^ my dew Leopold, nhtil I ean eom- 
mand more ; and tell your amiable Sy- 
bella, that if it is not inconvenicnt Tor 

vou f . . c tier 



iS T«E HYPOeRITE. 

ber to receive an old acquaintance at her 
table, I will dine with her to-morrow." 

Gourteney received the'note with ea- 
gerjoy, and thought ,iiiore of the eom* 
forrs it wpuld proeure for himselC' than 
of the noble and generous hand froin 
whenee it eame. He saw hi$ handsome 
friend prepare himselC ^ith all the ex- 
pedition of a Iover^ to attend the idol of 
his soul. Gratitude and aneient friend- 
sbip struggled hard againat selAshness 
and envy ; but the latter predominatedt 
and he quitted the lodgin^s Qf Dudley 
niorutied at his $uperipi* (ortune^ and 
diseontented more th^n ever -.with his 
own situation xq Ijfe^ and even wiih the 
mild and amiable eompanion of hls mis* 
Jbrtunes, whose ste^dy tende^^ness^ and 
patient enduranee of ^vils yrhieh his im* 
pr'Udenee alpne was the eause ^o^ ought 
to have rende^ed her doubly dear^ doubi/ 
jba,cred^ in X\ie ejes of ber hu^b^od. 
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CHAP. II. 

L£Ot>OLD Gourteney ^as the only aon oT 
^n eminent tridesnni^, who having re- 
eeWed rather a eonSned edoeation him<- 
seTf^ was determined th^t his ehild should 
not have to labour under the same disad* 
vantage, Aeeordingly Leopold was sent 
to a seminary of repnte in the neigh- 
l^ourhood, where, by assoeiating with the 
-9ons of pnyate gentlemen, he acquired a 
^islike for his Iather*s business, and, in 
fact^ for -eyery other. The old man, 
howeyer^ 'was obstinately bent upon his 
•doing something for himself^ yet gave 
bim the privilege of making his own 
eleotien. 

Leopold^ who wonld £un have led tbe 
same idle life as many of his sebooUe!* 
lows, and wlu» had imbibed a taste foT U « 
teratore;» whidi be was ansioas to give 
va 7 toi^ ebot^ m the leant dmgreeabk^ 

ct 
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the business oP a bookseller. HIs Tather 
thererore plaeed him in an old-establish- 
ed house in the eity ; 'and there Leopold 
had an opportunity o{ studying those 
authors whose works he. had long and*^ 
ardently wished to be acquainted with. 

Duriag: his residenee in P— — R — w, 
Ke' beeahie known to Edmund Dudley^ 
who beeasionally ealled to giVe order3 for 
what books he wanted. The manners of 
Dudley, Kis well-known talents;, his re- 
putation as an author, and^ aboye all^ his 
aiTable arfd eourteous demeanour towards 
the youtig bobkseller, eneouraged Leo- 
pold to put i^to his hands some of his 
own antatory pieees. 

Dudley instantly discovered, amidst 
therr stifrn(el& and want of perspieuity^ 
the latent marks of genius; and with a 
readfnes8 whieh did him hbnour^ imme- 
diately Vo1uflteered to eorreet those early 
eATusionso^ the poet,* 'at* the same time 
giving him a general invitation to his 
l^^ing^»" • Golirteney, not aHttle grati-* 

fied 
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iied by this kindness from one whose ta* 
lents he highly respeeted^ early availed 
4)imself of Dudley's invitation ; and thus 
eommeneed a friendship, whieh, for a 
eonsidentble time^ was reeippoeally alTee- 
tionate. 

Courteney> as sbon as his time was e^-* 
pired with Mr. — *^, deternrined to tiim 
author. To this his iather objiected« The 
son^ however, was equally obstinate ; and 
a eoolness between them ¥ras^ of eoiirse^ 
the result. His marriage shortly aPter^ 
iwith an amiable and des€%«th|f n^taman, 
^ontrary to the wishes of the fohkffliaiij so 
strongly ineensed him* srgaihst' his sott, 
that the paternal door was for tYerekised 
against Leopold arid his unolTendiTig 
wife. : I 

Dudley, yf\th all the generosity of re^I 
friendship, soothed and comforted the 
new-married pair, and :ave theltt Mkry 
proof his then limited eirenmshme^s 
would allow, of the strength and dura* 
bility of his regard. Uc eneouraged 

c 3 Leopold 
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Leopold to undertake a worie whfclir 
•would relie^^e his present neeessities, and 
promised to eorreet any little errors it 
might possess^ ^ 

Gourteney but rH deserved Ae aATee- 
tionate solkitud^ of sueh a man as Ed<- 
mund Dudley. Selfish atid narrow- 
minded^ sordid^. unprineipleil:, and mean, 
enYious of the superior geaius of Dud- 
ley, and jeaIous of the notieeand patroa- 
age he enjoytd fron!i persons of rank and 
high literary fame^ hisheart seeretly noii- 
risiied feeliiigs whieh none but the basest 
•f huMB nature eould have given birth 
t€K Vain froin his own growing reputa- 
tirni as a poet, he began to imagine that 
in a sliart time his wtitings woidd h% 
elassed with those of a Campbell. a Mont* 
gomery, a Moore, or even with those of 
Dudley. 

Diseontented at the aeeumulating env 
barrassments whieh his marridgj£r had 
brought on him, he gradually beg^n to 
look upoa tbe inooeent partner of h«s 

. tiistres^ 
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distress as the sole eause or all the dis- 

■greeables whieh surrounded him. Inso- 

lent rn proBperity, weak and irresolute 

in adver6iry, he wanted eourage to face 

the troubles whieh his own errors and 

extfavagances had drawn on him ; and 

Dudley was always »pplied to^ either to 

sof(en by f)is eIoquence the rigid heart 

of a ereditor, or to lend him peeuniary 

assistanee»^ 

£ver ready, on these oeeasions, to obey 

fhesummons of Leopold, Dudley in ge- 

neral sueeeeded in extricating hlm from 

liia temporary difficulties. Ifi$, pMtse, 

stieh as it was, was ever at the service pf 

his friend ; nor did he onee xeflect that 

f 

his own eireumseribed Ananees were in* 
jured by tbese repeated tiberalities. 

Tbe letters of Dudley during his visrt 
at the Wilderness inereased the dissatis- 
faGtlon of LeopoM. They informed bim 
that^his generous friend had received 
«verytflattcring attention ^^gm its noble 
inmates^; that his heaith Wa§ teNMiabliib- 
- , c i td^ 
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ed^ his spirits buoyant, ahd his prospecf& 
bright and unelouded. In the warni 
praise bestowed on the }oveIy Althea^ 
Leopold discovered the attaebment or 
Dudley ; but he ha4 never allowed 
himseir to imagine for a moment that4he 
daughter of lord Mortimer would retur^ 
.ihe Iove of an orphan^ of no fortune^ 
^amily^ or eonne^ions^ whieh eould en-^ 
title him to sueh a distinetion. 

Cnriosity was the predominant motive 
whieh rmpelledhim to hasten to the lodg* 
ings of Dudl^y^ as soon as he received 
intelligenee of his arrif al in town. The 
animated expressron of his handsoiDe 
eountenanee^ the pleasure whidh »park]ed 
in his beautiful eyes» excited su^pioions 
whieh Gourteney eould but ill eoneeal ; 
and it required his stron^est powers of 
dissimulation to bide froin the penetraN 
ing glanees of Dudley the ehagrin and 
envy whieh tilled his bosom 9t thi^ epn- 
viction of his friend's . unexpected w^ 
cessj and unlooked*for exaltation. - 

Mote 
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More and more disgualod wilbbiil owit' 

eoDdition in lire, Gourteney rtmrae^ tp* 

the humble hsibitation whieh eontuned^ 

his wi(e>. Ji^r:8i9ter, and hisehildren. Tbe' 

dificoi>tet)t aod wmIiob whiehi eloodeel^ 

Jhi9 co|»9i4enanee ¥Mi^ notioed by Sybel}ai. 

whOr. «t; reekkig! tbe eradle^ieh eoAr 

taineet^ei^ youngt^i^ ebtld;^ v4|ile Mari^^ 

was anxiottsIy endeaYOuring tovp%ci%p 

^e two dHlea* boys^ .iH^ rerused to^go* 

10 bed* unle». thdir: . nwather iwait-.witiii 
them*. '. «♦ V.. : , , ,^ 

Leopold/s ^lbom inertmet; be dbwt 
trasted th^ eonfuaed^^ antl . ancKMnfti|tabIr 
9t9te of ;hiei0.vti linla d rt eMi ng^ with *thf 
aplendioiii^ Md vdiiKiulQe.of Ui^^^ 
of wbiob ibii|fiiiefid^ili ail> |Kt»b*biKty, 
woiU^. «eaaebo.maalen / ShponMig.'llia 
imt^ on; lbrigXou«dv- be aBgril{F^ oddered 
b^iialer ro-^%rry itb^ ^rf in^boyii to^their 
ehamber^ s(iitl;ip.lni$teiiidMi»ni4inrfH^ 
to proeQti^htai>aom!eihi(ig:,«tc0 lorbis- 

Mpper.. v..;t-^ ' • <: . .i 

« Maria. mildl)^ obeyed;^ noi yiell i:o#M 
r € 5/ ing. 
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mg the impttient disposit^on of her bra* 
tlier-in*1aw, she bribed her fretfol nc- 
phewi to quietness, and quickty retumed, 
to receive their father's eominands. Giv* 
ihg ber the bank-note "presented htm by 
Dudley, he desired ber lo go and settle 
with the ' itiost pressing of their' trades* 
people^ and to purelhise a fow) and some 
nine for their suppen i 

Tbe * sisters iMAed in ifmM^ at eaeh 
dther; Omirteiiby smited bitlerly— ••W»^ 
will enjoy ourselves to-night, Sybella } 
and yoti, lt«vfaii"'be sure '• to order hair- 
a^doaen of iheibest^rt^the best, my 
girl; it mu^4b^ itobtsi^ th di4nk the 
liealtb of EdrAandDi|dfey ind his l^ide^^ 

•' His'bridel!' 4i\iMy MptiUea Mario^ 
while lier eheek gritr pale'as deatb^ • 

<' Hia bride r re^eh oed S]Fbefia ; ^ dear 
leopold, y6ttje«ti you d» not mein-td 
tay tMt Bdailiod 18 inarriedf^ 

'^ ^4yVtimg > moTe'^etnain/^ Mplied 
her hosband ; '' and to-morrow you Wilt 
|ia?e an oppoitunty of wtshtng him joy^ 

at 
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W be inlbnds 'to hottour ut with his pre>- 
lenee to dinner. But eome, Maria^ basten 
to execQte my wisbes^ and you shall 
tben be folIy iiifbrmed or alh" 

Maria was . not* lepg* absent ; Dudley 
ttas too gn?at a Tairoarite of both sisters 
for tbem t»- br. easy until every thing^ 
was explained ; and Leopold^ who anti- 
erpated ttie comfort'or a good bot sup- 
'per^ and a bottle of good wine> readily 
^gave tbr:Krisbed^f6r infonnation^ 

** Most sineerely- do»! rejoice*at bis 
bappiness/' e^daimed Sybellay " forhe 
is truly deserTingof itj were it ten times 
as mueh. ' Biit who^ Leopold^ would 
bdve.s»ppps^ th^t-a womai» of sueh ex- 
^ted«birtby 9nd\so young too^ sbbuld 
«possessi j:pujrag|^. enpugb to brave the<cenk - 
'suil^ sneh a choi€& will unavoidably dntw*' 
«pprther?" ^ 

- ^ *' And ^«^tth justke/' replied ber hus*- - 
'lbend^ ^^,Tbeyoath'of the eountesB is 
her only excuse. What but her inex^ 
l^rldnee p£: the .^orldt ^^ ignoranee of 

cG- meii 
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men and mMtien, etmtA' juUVif her w 
radily uniting hereelf to one who^ like 
myseir^ had little to reeommen^ femi but 
his talents ? Had any dther man* oF* g^ 
nius (myse]f, foreMmple} beeot tiir4lwn 
in her way» I haye lui ilo.ubt but tbat 
$he would . hisiYe beeome aa ieaf^ a. eodii:* 
quest." . : «i ^ 

Sybella lored her hiistband tenderW i; 
she had^ in marryiiig him,.offended al^ 
her relations^ and entaileU dn beteieiraii^i 
tister a variety of misfortune8 antt depri* 
vations^ the coDsequent attendants . of 
an imprudent union; yef, notwith- 
atanding her aiTeetion, of whieh she had; 
given the most eon vi nei i>g proof, ahei 
eould not avoid smilingiinwardly at thi^ 
fresh instanee of Leopold's ranity ; with . 
aH her partiaiity^ she still feU ihat he/ 
must ever lose by a eomparison with Edh > 
mund Dudley^ whose . personai attrae* 4 
tionsalone were far superiDr to tbose of 
her husband..': -. > :«-.< ''jii^ • ^: 

k >was not the form or feataref of Leo- 

pold 



the foriner was tall^ meagre^ and «ii^ 
gra€efuHy -stiA^he latler pale^ and marb- 
edt With tbe aniall-pos:; pn the whole, 
be -bad ii^ . one^per^onal beaaty U> boaat 
0f» * f t^ept a : delieate wbtte hand, wh^ 
ba took -cave|sto display. npoK-eYery oot 
icaai«ii ;-.yet L^opold Coiirteney not only 
fioibtnyed to eosure to hifl9self > t(if: U^t- 
ing reod^m»e^ of Syb^lb Rowdtrp/ bef 
9fiiiji(ily eould >brpg of mKqfe;V]^)on(|y> 
oy^ tbe :fei9[)ale beasl: tban.iMny or bip 
«Ipri^ ibandsotne pie^uaiAtanee;^ He Wi«^ 
by nature the eonsumra^ile fa]Fpocrile^Jbe 
])ri>fes6or of ieelingpy peineipltei!» and. mo^ 
nls, to ^w^ieh^ he> ;waSj Jn fact« a^ utter 
•tTaogei!», ex4^tpl by paaie. ;»ais eoiiw^r 
«^tioni tt^iik^r eloe^enl no^ perKi)aslv«, 
yoi- ple^e^^ tro» tba . {Mrtieular . air of 
pin^riry 'wiM) whi#h bls fW^l4s^^i|i^ere.de- 
liyered; .^od tm ||H^ifi>rat'ap(kfai^nf:eof 
|ff}jgjoUs^>.^v4tfN>«b/whMti neyer« faij«d 
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idea of the giobdhedS'and' p%iy bf H£l 
bearh 

AltltougH^ dfefici'enf Ih that riehness of 
expression» brillianey of imagination; 
imd exquisite tenderness, whieh ebarae'^ 
teri^ed the produettons of Edmund Pad^ 
Jey, -yet those of Ileopold' were^ by no 
•means contemptibIe;'and'to ;ffto<^ he waft 
ind^bteid prineipaMy for his sueeess with 
the fair %t^, Even in his love poems he 
j0fused'' a''ifer?gimis fervour ; nor wete 
|jassagesfrbm-Seripture wawting to ren* 
'^r ht» exf^r^tbmhaDd feelings^tiil ixtori - 
tpparen tl Jr aiti edre.' 

. Many were the*y<Hmg' ^nd ihneeenl? 

.Victtmis* or^ liis- da«|^rbus* wiles— maftf* 

^eoniided ih^ the^two» of. Ood^' for sueh li& 

. appeared ; yet hU >s^ho' trkisfed to tlie 

ftvly mei foDhd/ wheA teior Ibtey that a 're^ 

ttgi(Ht9' hjfp9er0e "h' the-'most* dangerout 

imd the^!nr<M htrdened ef any». IVoflil 

'^^ aftd Volupt»oti8^ af4ibertiiie*^i{i*^miiyA 

mnAbHtl^ }k4m fl9A^^4t^ iMi«ile Uk 

«ii^i s^erete 
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seeret the reHned nnA' delteate bste of 
Dudley^ or e%'en to Ihagh at his niee sensa 
brhonour^ vrhk:h had mirormly forbadt 
his taking advantage o€ a moment €^f fe^ 
male* weakness. Yetdid he not dare to 
avow openly theexlentof his lieentiow 
iress, lest he should disgust the noblt 
inind*of a man now'beeome convenienr 
io his neeessnties. 

' In* reeoiintihg to Sybella^nd her sister 
the good Tortune of therr favoui^Ue, they 
too plsinly discovered the envy vrhieh 
'Alled Ms bokotn^ and whioh had tinged 
his ^eatures- with a deeper sallownes^ 
The sight of the reast TowKand^egg sauee 
Yn some measure reeomposed hisspiritsi 
and the winey of whteh he drank pretty 
' freely, at length put him in a bette» 
lempen 

« T6-morrow,'*cFfed 8ybellav jf}j(nVy, 
'^'you wtl] be introdueed te^ the 'rhami* 
h\g eauntess'l'oh) Leopold t hei» IshouM 
lik^ iw^reit possible^iio ert^^ thesanat 
j;ratificitioi^I..:6ut iffe^aMi4ie|ihied.:.t9 
1 >^ mQve 
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teMMre In a bunkbler sphere or life, and I 
must be satisAed with a view of her pie« 
ture, whieh Edmund wU>v of eourse, bring» 
wiih him." 

^ •' Where he h, there also will be the* 
mniat«re of Althea," replied her h^%^ 
Itond^ '' The infatuated girl plaeed it her» 
ielf round his neek, and f willanswer fo** 
it that Dudley wouhl deem it a saerilege- 
to^ displare ir, though but for a momenr». 
Cot9e^ Miaria; my dear sister^ you. Iumf#- 
B^ yet.drank yeur wihe. Here's ta the 
Kealrh and happinesa. oC Sdmuad ane^ 
Althea." 

iMaria plit the glass to Mr ipfl^ butabe 
eottld.not driak tbe toast; ber heart wa»: 
^ill^ and' a tear, wbKrh would not be re^ 
•trained, mixed vitb the wine. 

^' Ah> Mari»!" exclaimed Leopeld;, 
}uK gfigr> balf «eHdMs». '' 1 often told yoir 
tbatjhe»proud^ aspistng Dndley woukb* 
libt <otf deeeend to mi^ bis blood witft« 
Ibat Qf: =» taijifleoBMV ebiMi But nerer 
«iiid^ «IT'iiMi^sU; 1 bappier Jk>» may 
.Vi.- yc» 
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yet await you. Remember that ' all isr 
for the best/' 

^' I wishj my dear Leopold/' said his 
%vire, tenderly kissing his band, '' that 
yOu would fiometimes remember it also; 
then I should not suATerso severely from 
beholding you uneasy and disgusted at 
our present mortiSeations. But now, 
Leopold^ you will begin to eneourage 
hopes of better fortune. All that rests 
in Dudley*8 powerwe are sure of his 
performing/' 

• " Trup/' replied her husband ; " Dud- 
ley's connexion with lord Mortimer's fa- 
miiy may enabl^^ibim to be of service 
^o us; and I tbink there are no fears of 
his Torgetting in prosperity the friend 
and eompanion of bis less wealthy hourSi'* . 

" Never> never:!"icried Sybella. ^*Ed- 
•mund js ineapable «if«:8uch unktnd ne» 
gleet. Trust me» -i»]P^4tar Leopold^ we 
may 8afely rely upoo 409^ good oiiiees.'* 
, i €ourteney aeknowliedged tbat to doubt 
wosito injiire tbat friiii|d^i|) wbieb h^il 
^ffc beenr 
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been manifested towards himself in a'Vav 
riety of aetions; yet the ingratitude of 
his own natnre made him suspeet ihat of 
otbers. 

Morning eame, and be bastened to the 
lodgings of his friend. Dudley reeeiyed 
him with a smileof satisfaction — ''Cbngra-* 
tulate me, Leopok), upon mylasrnight's 
sueeess. I read your volume to tady Wlt 
mington andher brother,andbave not on<> 
ly to inform you that they admire it great- 
ly, but that they requested me to proeure 
them ten eopies^ and espressed a wisb ta 
be introdueed to the author. Ha^ ha't 
Leopold^ when they look on your grave, 
demure visage — when tbey hear your 
sermons on morality and religious duties^ 
how little will they dream whal a sad 
proAigate dog yon are at heart \ For- 
give rae^ my dear feHo'w; but in lookin^ 
thismoming into my portfoHo, I ehaneed 
to light upon one of your amatory 
pieees^ of whieh, assuredly^ no- one who 
had either seea you> or heard your dis- 

eourse^ 
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eotirse, would suspeet ^ou of being tte* 
author/' 

Gourteney laughed in return— " I sliaW 
find you out some day or other/' said ht, 
" and then— * 

" WeU, and what then ?" retorted Dud- 
ley^ stiU taughing. ** Remember, Lea- 
pold, that / am no profeasor of oYer* 
stretebed niorality; no dealer out of sa- 
ered ntaximSb I loye» I adore women ; 
but I Bever8ully the puvity of my muse 
in writtng what they would^ or ought if> 
blush at perusing.'* 

'' Yott aire a prudent feIIow« I confess^ 
replied Gourteney ; '^ and at least have 
ihe diseretion to conceat>from your most 
intimate friend, the ehildreii of your 
gayer hours. But, Dudley^ this hasty 
marriage of yours, how will it be re- 
eeWed by the love'^5ick Ckira ? Poar 
girl ! I fear it will hasten the lingering 
disorder whieh has so long preyed upoa 
her ^xistence." 

The eolour xec^d^ f«ooi the,^eek 9^ 

Dudley { 
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Dudley; a sigh oPtender eommiseration^ 
of aATeetionate regret, burst from his bo- 
som. '* Amiable and lovely Clara !" hc 
exc1aimed; *' as a brother> I love and 
eherish your idea. Although my eon- 
seienee acquits me or ever having, in 
any way^ given beeasion for Miss Melvill 
to suppose me attaehed to her^ otherwise 
than as a frieiid, yet the conviction of 
her regard, of the hopelessness of it, and 
of the misery a'mind like hers must en- 
dure — of the shoek also whieh my mar- 
riage will give to her delieate frame, ren- 
ders me unhappy. Even in the midst of 
'bliss, of rapturous lovc, her form pre- 
sents itself, and draws forth a tear of sad, 
of una^ailing sympathy. I must, never- 
theless, eall on her mother; yet I dread 
to meet the fond inqutring eye of her 
daughter^ or ac6ount for my silence'^ur« 
ing my visit to the Wilderness.** 

*' It would be more eharitable, per- 
haps/' said Gourteney, " to trust Miss 
|felvUtvrith tte aeeret of your union, 

thao 
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than to make any excuses for your seem- 
ing negleet. It would also erush every 
lingering hope that love may have 
taught her to eneourage.'* 

*' I eould not do it perMonattt/," replied 
hJs friend. ^' But it is time, Leopold, to 
think of preparing for our visit to the 
marehioness. That over, I wili return 
with you to your Sybella." Then look- 
Htg^at his wateb, he said, " We have yet 
half an hour to spare, whieh I will em- 
ploy in giving you a sketeh of those to 
whom you are going to be introdueed. 

*' Lord Mortimer^ the father of my be- 
loved Althea, is the last male heir of that 
aneient family. His person is noble and 
digniAed, and his manners are peeuliarly 
attractive ; his conversatioix- displays a 
mind elassieally elegant, and highly cu1- 
tivated. A Iover of literature, he is the 
generous paetron • of talents and merit, 
whereyei^ tbey are to be found ; and pays 
mbre homage to a son .of genius than to 
a son of nobility. 
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*' In his early years lie was madly at- 
taehed to a young lady^ to whom he was 
^aneed. I imderstood that the day hxid 
cven been fixed Tor their iiuptials, and 
every thing was ready for its eelebra- 
tion, Vhcn the night before that whieh 
was to have eonrpleted his happiness^ the 
object of his adoration eloped with an 
officer of the army, to whom, it seems^ 
•she had been long and seeretly attaehed. 
The severity of this loss was inereased 
by the discovery that his rival was a dis- 
tant relation, and his bosom friend, This 
erreumstanee, fbr a while, east a gloom 
over the life of lord Mortimer, Ano-< 
ther attaehment, and a su€eessful on^» 
however, restored him to happiness. 

'^^'When Althea was «even years old, 
slie lost her mother; and ever sinee that 
period, untH a few months baek, he has 
resided eonstantly at Mortimer Castle. 
Notwithstanditig all lord Mortimer^^ good 
qualities and jiuavity of manners, he is 
Jealous of eontradielion ; and^ I think, if 

opposed 



opposed in any favourite project^ would 
tiot easUy be brought %o £orgive the of- 
£ender. 

*' Lady Wilmington, his only survi ving 
sister, is a ebaraeter of great interest. 
Her person is. naturally handsome» but 
rendered more so from the uniform sweet- 
ness of her temper, the genuine bene- 
Yoleoee .^f ber heart, and tbe delieaey 
of .ber mind. xvhich is yisible in all her 
aetians. She bas been a widow about 
fourteen months; and though formed to 
icaptivate« yet, if I may judge by the aiTee- 
tion she bore her husband, no seeond 
ehoiee will yiolate the saered tenderness 
pf :her.fiTsf. 

" My Althea — but you shall judge, 
Leopdld, yourself of her perfections. It 
is time for us to set out foir the mar- 
/ehioness's." 

eourteney, wbo bad not been aeeus* 
iomed to the presenee of nobility^ unless 
lo receive their orders during bis Tesi- 
4eiice at ihe bx>o]£seIl.er% fielt lather awk- 

wardly 
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wardly as he f€llawcd fhe servant up the 
tnarble stairease, to the drawingrroom of 
lady Wilmington. The eountess alone 
was there; and he recovered, in soime 
degree, his presenee af mind, on- tindi 
ing that he had only her ey«s to eneotm- 
ter. Raising his own from the grotind, 
at the sound of a soft, melodious Toiee, 
he hastened foTward to recervc the ex- 
tended hand of the Imrely eountess. 
LoveIy she indeed appeared ; and Ddd- 
ley read in the admiring looks of his 
friend all that he had expectcd, Whh 
an air of indeseribable sweetness, she ex- 
pressed the pleasure she received from 
being thus introdueed to the acquaint* 
anee of one 60 highly esteemed by her 
Edmund — one whose own merits alone 
were a suAieient reeommendation. 

Thus eneouraged, Gourteney began 
to feel confidence in his own pbwers ; 
and when lord Mortimer and his sister 
appeared, eondueted himself with l^ 
embarrassment th^n he had e^peeted:-^ 

Tbey 
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Threy spoke of his poeras with pTaise, 
and requested that their names might be 
set down (br his next volume, promising 
to use their inlerest to proeure him a 
long list of subseribers. 

The ehildren of lady Wilramgton> who 
were returned^romtheir raorning's \valk, 
now made their appearanee, and gave 
Telief to Gourteney, who fclt at a loss to 
express ha's thanks for the kindness thus 
uneltpleetedly beStowed. The raarqins, a 
Ane boy of six years old, atid his brother, 
who was a year younger, imraediately 
took possesslon of the knees of Dudley ; 
wbile their sister, a loYely girl just turned 
of three years old, hid h^ j^osy eheek in 
thelDosom of the eountess? 

" You noisy little fellows,'' said the 
marehidhess, " you are so boisterous, 
that you wiU giv€ us all a headaehe. I 
belieVfe', Mr. Dudley, I mustapply to you 
for a;r6medy. Perhaps, amongst some 
of your acquainta.nce, you may know a 
worthy and deserving eharaeter, who 

vox: I. D would 
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^ould take eharge of my young rioterai 
and instruet them to read^, and to behave 
letter. They have got the aseendaney 
over nurse; and indeed I think it is time 
they should be transferred to a better di- 
reetor. I eould wish thera to receive 
their first edueation under my own roof ; 
and if vou will seek out for me some one 
worthy the trust, you will greatly oblige 
me." 

Dudley promised ta make inquiries 
for sueh a being as her ladyship was in 
want of; aeknowledging' that he thought 
liis young friends were old enough to be 
plaeed under^he eare of a preparatory 
tutor. Some morning visitors now ar- 
rived, and he rose to take Ieave, lady 
Wilmington reminding him that they 
«hould expect him next day to diniier, 

Dudley watehed ^n opportunity to 
slip into the hands of Althea.a little bil* 
let, and then withdrew, anxioujs to hear 
the opinion of Gourteney respeeting the 
beIoved idol of his souK 

CHAP* 
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CHAP.III. 

1 

Only one opinion eouldbe formedof the 
Heountess of Brandon. Her Agiire was 
-tall, atid gracefully proporlioned ; the 
tenderness of her heart, the bencvolencc 
of her mind, and the genlleness of her 
-lemper, were to be seen in herlanguish- 
ing blaek eyes> her complexion, inelin- 
ing to the brunette^ was enriehedb^'lhe 
most vivld t:olour ; every look, wery 
ivord, every movement, bespoke a soul 
•attuned to Iove, and all the dear delights 
of doniestie life and eonnubral happiness. 
Edueated in toial seelusion from the 
world, with no eompanions but a falher 
and a rigid governess, she passed her 
davs in one diill monotony ; while, as 
her years inereased, her heart sighed for 
some other objects than her dog, her 
birds, or her plants, on whieh she eould 
plaee bee atreetipnsr 

d2 eireumstanees 
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eireumstanees had withheld her rrottt 
the highly-valued soeiety of her aunt, 
Xady Wilmington, until within the last 
Tour months, had resided abroad. The 
<leath of the marquis, although it de- 
prived her of aliusband to whom she was 
sArmly attaehed, yet restored her to Eng- 
land, to her brother; and gave to Althea 
a relation worthy of all her love. The 
ehildren of the marehioness were otyeets 
on whom she lavished the tenderpess of 
heit4ieart — on whom she bestow^d her 
^hole atfention and earesses. Yet, when 
DudleJ^ arrived — whenhe unfolded the 
inexhaustible richnessof his mind — when 
he read or reeited in a voice of thrilling 
:Softness — when she saw his large blue 
eyes sparkling with fire, or hamid with 
tenderriess — the-ehildren were forgotten, 
and all that had before engaged her at- 
lention. She eould only think, dream, 
and gaze on Dudley. 

All that aflfection whieh had hitberto 
rbeen conflned to her fatber asd her 

Ca&tle 
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Casde playmates, now eentered in him; 
and well might the youthful poet eall 
forth the admiration and idolatrous !ove 
of the innoeent and unaspiringeountess, 
Lovcly Althea ! if thoti rememberedst not 
tiiy exalted station, thy obedienee and' 
filial duty — if love alone engrossed thy 
mind, thy soul, let the wit, the elo* 
quence, the genrus, and last, the beauty 
of thy husband, plead thy excuse ; (or 
Dudley was east in beanty's perreet 
mould ; and though possessed of powers. 
whieh might have raisled the ehaste, the 
prudent, and the wise, yet his was a heart 
true to evefy noble, manly, ahd generou»'- 
prineiple; nor did there exist a being': 
within the eirele of hisacquaintance that 
eould say — " Thou hast deceived me.** 

The artless eountess feit the value oT 
sueh a man; and in seleetino- him for the 
partner of her liTe, fclt that she was sc- 
euring to herself a treasure, whose value 
would inerease by possessin^ — a treasure 
of suc||;^magnit\id«?that to be mistress of, 
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she east aside her natural timidhy, an<f 
even dared to brave the resentment of a 
father- 

Eager to peruse thelittle billet of her 
husband, she hastened to her ehamber, 
where first pressing it to her lips, she 
broke the seal, He eomplained that he 
had already suATered by the removal to 
town, sincejt had deprived him of those 
delieious opportunities of conversing 
alone with the object of hi& fondest love; 
and conjured her to think of some means 
by whieh he might enjoy that felicity. . 

No woman ever Ioved with greater 
1jenderness than Althea ; her very being 
seemed entwined with his ; and the first 
deeeit she had ever praetised was on his 
aeeount. To guard from theknowledge 
of her father ahd aunt her attaehment, 
she found it neeessary to be careful of 
every look, every aetion^ lest her fond- 
ness should betray what at present she 
wished tobe eoneealed. How, then, was 
it praetieable that she should epmply 

with 
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with the wishes of her husband and of 
her own heart ? She rang for Mrs. Ma-- 
son, in whose aATeetionate fidelity slie 
eoiild fearlessly confide; 

ThisexceHentwoman had been brought 
iip by the hte eountess of Brandon^ whose 
foster-sister she was, and who, on thatr 
aeeount, felt partieularly fond of her. 
From the eountess she received an edu- 
eation whieh rendered her a sensible and 
pleasant eompanioii ; and on her mar- 
riage wilh a son of lord Mortimer's stew- 
ard, her mistress generously roade her in* 
dependent for life, 

Mrs. Mason was eoniined witb her first > 
ehild wben Althea was born ; aiid anx-: 
ious to testify hergratitude, Yolunteered 
to suekle the infant' of the eountess^ 
whose delieate health deprired her of 
one of the most delightful duties of a* 
mother. Mrs. Mason lost her baby, and 
s^ortly afterherhusband; in c(insequeiice 
©f whieh she returned to the Gastle, and 
beeame the prineipal attendantof Althea> 
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on whom she doted with all the fondnes& 
of a parent. 

Before the deeease of the eountess, she 
promised to devote the remainder of her 
days to the oATspring of her beloved 
mistress. True to her word^she hadeon- 
tinued at the Gastle during the edueation 
q{ her lovely eharge, who, too young 
to remem'ber her mother^ felt towards 
her kind and gentle nurse all the love 
of a ehild ; while she, unable to refuse 
her darling any thing, had beew per- 
suaded to be present at the priYate nup- 
tials of the eountess, seeretly dreadii>g 
all the while the consequences whieb» 
might result from the anger of the earl, 

Summoned to the apartment of Althea, 
she listened to the wishes of Dudley witlr 
silent attention, and felt at a loss how' ta 
advise or assist the eountess in the intei;- 
views so ardently desired by both. 

'* Tell me, dear mother," said the lovely 
Althea, " ean you devise any plan hy 
whieh I may enjoy, unobserved, the eom- 

pany, 
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pany ofiny adored Edmund? oh, if you 
ean, you will make us for everobligcd to 

" Your ladyship/' replied the aATee- 
tionate nurse, " knows full well how 
readi^y I obey all your wishes. But this 
is so fraught with danger, 1 tremble lest 
my lord should discover your marriage ; 
and this very fear renders meineapable 
of assisting you under your present eir- 
eumstanees. Oh> my beIoved lady ! what 
would I give to have this terrible seeret 
known to the earl, and to hear him par- 
don this first and only fault of yours !" 

The eountess sighed deeply — " Do 
not remind me of mysin, dear nurse ! 
for though my unbounded aileetion for, ^. 
my Edmund has made me appear indiSeW* ' 
ent to my dear father's displeasure, yet 
nay heart is but ill at rest whenever I 
think of the probable eATeets of his re- 
sentment. The only hope whieh I have 
arises from his partiality to Dudley, and' 
the liberality of his own mind/* 
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Mrs. Mason loved the eountess too 
dearly to infect her with her own melan- 
eholy rorebodingr. Returning the em- 
braee of Althea with maternal tenderness^ 
she promised to think of some expedient 
whieh would enable her to grant the re- 
quest of Dudley. The epuntess now re- 
turned to the drawing-room, where she 
found her fatherand aunt. 

*' Come here, my Althea/' said the 
earl, '^ and tell me, Iove, whieh of those 
sets of jewels you admire the most. 
Jefferies has received my orders with rc- 
speet to new-setting, against your pre- 
sentation, the valuable diamonds of your 
mother; but I wish you to seleet what 
pleases you best, and wear them to mor- 
row, when you will be introdueed to the 
duehess of Fitz-Aubin and her son." 

The eountess, confused, made ehoiee 
of a beautiful set of amethysts ; for she 
had heard Dudley praise the eolour of 
that jewel^ and it was him alone she wish* 
ed to p1ea$e. The morrow eame ; and 
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AUhea's heart beat high, as she read in 
the tender eyes of her husband his ap- ^ 
probation of her appearanee. 

Beloved*Althea/' whispered Dudle)v 
you lobk more lovely than usual. Alas, ' 
the poor duke ! how would he envy me^. 
did he but know the height of rapture 
to whieh you have raised me ! But say^ 
iny adored, what answer to my note?" 

The eountess east a timid glanee ta 
where her father was standing in earnest 
conversation with a gentleman, and then 
said — '' Patienee, mv dear Edmund ! we 
must be patient. Our worthy friend> 
Mason, will do all she ean to serve us." 

" I have hopes from another quarter, 
whieh seems to promise sueeess to our 
v«ishes/* replied Dudley ; '' you heard 
lady Wilmington apply to me yesterday,^ 
to look out for a tutor to her sons; and 
my friend, Gourteney, will, I think, be- 
eome a eandidate for the situation. If 
be sueeeeds, we shall be indeed most 
fortunate, as my friendship for himwill 
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\ 

be an excellent excuse for my passing 
some of my time in his ehamber. Then> 
best beloYed, I may snateh a few mo- 
ments to enjpy all my soul holds dear." 

The eountess answered him by her 
eyes — more she eould not do, as the ser- 
Tant announeed the duke and duehess of 
Fitz-Aubin, and lady Sarah, her only 
daughter. The earl immediately hasten- 
cd to receive them, and presented, his 
blushing ehild to her noble relations. 

Dudley was deeply interested in thrs 
interview ; he watehed the manly eoun- 
tenanee of the duke, as he earried the 
white hand of the eountess to his lips, 
His admiralion was but too visible to the 
penetrating eyes of Dudley, and heim- 
mediately saw in his graee a rival of no 
eommon kind. 

Lady Sarah, a tall, elegant girl of eigh- 
teen, with a face rather handsome than 
otherwise, expressed herself highly gra- 
tified at being thus per§onally kno%vn 
to one she had long esteemed ; and 

hoped 
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hoped that the eountess wou]d eonsider 
her as a friend and sister. This last name 
ealled the blood onee more into the 
eheeks of Althea. She however felt 
prepossessed by the friendly manners 
and smiling features of lady Sarah; and 
though she seeretly knew that it was im- 
possible she should ever beeome her sis- 
ter, yet her heart willingly aeknowledg- 
ed her as a friend. 

Although Dudley eould have but little 
doubt what effect the beauty of his Althea 
would have on the duke of F!tz-Aubin, 
yet he felt uneasy and dispirited when he 
quittM the marehioness's. His graee 
had honoured him durins: the evenins: 
by a marked attention; and while Althea 
sung to her harp^ had freely expressed 
his adgiiration of her person and voice, 
in terms whieh Ieft him perfectly deeided 
with respeet to the intentions of the duke. 
Late as it was, he ordered the eoaehman 
to drive to the habitation of Gourteney, 
to whom he imparted his fear8 edneern* 
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ing the diike, and his hopes that he still 
eontinued inelmed to beeome tutor to 
the earl's nephews. 

Gourteney desired nothing more than 
to be assured that the situati6n would be 
his.; and promisod, in that ease, to be- 
friend Dudley to theutmost of his power^ 
in his seeret interviews with the eoun- 
tess. This idea soothed the ruffled mind 
of the poet ; and he returned to hisk 
lodgings; determined, next morning, io 
introduee to lady Wilmington the subject 
on whieh so mueh of his happiness de- 
pended. 

The marehioness seemed delighted at 
the proposal, and instantly requested 
Dudley to offcr his fnend a liberal salary,- 
and to express her wishes, tbat as- sooa 
as his aiTairs. would pern^it, he v/ouId take 
up his residenee in May FAir; The earl 
likewise testified hi& approbation at se-^ 
euring, as tutor to his^ephews, a man of 
talent, and one whose graye, devout ap- 
pearanee, and pioiis prineiplesi rendered 
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him admirably ealeulated for the saered 
eharge. 

** But is not your friend, my dear Dud- 
ley, a raarried man ? how theti will he 
be able to support his neeessary banish- 
niejit from his family ?*' 

Before Dudley eould reply, the ami* 
able sister of lord Mortimer said— *' Tell 
Mr. Gourteney that he is at liberty to go 
to his wife as often as he pleases, after 
his pupils are sent in to dessert, on those 
evenings that we stay at home. I am so 
anxious to have my sons plaeed under 
his eare, that I shall be glad if he will 
eall on me as early as convenient, that 
we may finally arrange the matter.'* 

The heart of Dudley beat high with 
love and expectation at the prospeets of 
aeeomplishing what he hoped would en- 
able him tp see, without witnesses, his 
beloved Althea. The marehioness in- 
vited him to aeeompany her and. her 
nieee in the earriage, as she was goinir. 
to leave her eards, and t^ make a fe^ 
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purehases. Tb this he wiinngly assented'> 
in ihe hope of being able to speak pri- 
vately to the eouniess, who, judging of 
his wishes by her own, excused hersclf 
from alighting at one of the shops. 

Dudley heard of hei; engagement the 
next day to dine at the duehess of Fitz* 
Aubin's with an emotion wbieh was vi- 
sible to Althea. 

*' My dearest Edmund/' said she, press- 
ing his hand, *' why does this intelligenee 
diseompose you ? am I not your wife?* 
and is not ihat a sufficientsecurity against 
the power of the duke ? It is probable* 
that I shall be eompelled to goagreat* 
deal into eompany this winter; but you 
will be eertain that the heart and mind 
of y our Althea will not \vander from yoiu . 
No, dear Edmund/ cvery moment that I"^ 
ean steal from observiition shall be dedi«^« 
eated to your happiness." 

The return of the marehioness pre--^. 
vcnted his reply ; and in obedienee ta > 
her desire^ he attended tbem^o give or«- 
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ders for their eourt dresses, as they both 
expressed a wish to be direeted in their 
ehoiee by his well-known efegance of 
laste. Popr Diidley saw the preparations 
for introdtieing his Althea into high liTe, 
with no very enviable sensations ; and 
eould not help wishing, thoiigh in vain, 
Ihat she had been born some h'umble eot- 
lage girl, far from the knowledge of a 
eourt, and all its vides^ 

It was iH>t that he dreaded the baneful 
inAuenee of Tashionable levity on the 
pure mtnd of theeountess; it was not 
that he feared the stability of her love 
for himself^ or that she would ever re- 
gret the ehoiee she had made ; but he- 
felt eonseious that her person, all loveIy 
as if was — her rank and large fortnne, 
would seeure a erowd of admirers ; that 
the earl would naturally advocate the 
eause of one of them ; and that Atthea 
would then be eompelled to arknowledge 
her marriage — a ihing ardently to bc 
desired, and yet seeretly dreaded bv 

laem 
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tliem both. He was also awarq, that rK^e 
eonstant round of eompany whieh; she^ 
would soon be obliged to keep, woiild^ 
roh him of a great portion of her so* 
eiety ; and Dlidley loved witb no eom- 
mon ardour. Seareely eould he restrain- 
the violence o£ his passion within the* 
limits of reason — seareely eould he en- 
d-ure to live a day, an hour, without be- 
holding his sweet Althea. 

Lord Mortimer and his sister were^ 
strongly attaehed to him, and wereequal-- 
ly desirous of shewing off lo advantage 
his splendid abilities. They requested? 
him to honour all their parties by hiar 
presenee ; and spoke of him to their 
friends in tenris of esteem and affection». 
Yet, supported as he was by the eonsei- 
ousness of his uadoubted superiority 
over most of their noble acquaintances^ 
Dudley felt a pang whenever the painful 
idea obtruded itself, that he raight be- 
deeraed, by these amiable friends, an un* 
grateful, selfish, and interested dissem- 

blen 
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Wer. In those moments of self-rcproach 
he derived comfort from the tenderness, 
the undeYiating affection of his Althea, 
who, eoneealing her own seeret disquie* 
tude, never failed to restore the raind of 
Dudley to its natural serenity. 

Courtene\% elated at the prospeet o£' 
so liiciaiive a situation, more than by the 
real service he might atTord his friend, 
put on one of his demure looks, and 
hastened next morni^ng to the marehio- 
ness. Gratified bv bis readine&s to take 
eharge of her sons, and still more so hy 
his fixing on m early day for that pur^- 
pose, lady Wilmington^ in the iweete^it 
manner, asured him. tbat in return T^r 
the c:are aed atiention %%b]ch be ^^ouli 
hestow oa ber belo^ed ehiWren, cr^rv 
thing should be cor.e to r:»iLt h'^ lA .H" 
tion as liiiie iTOOM^^t SiS pos^il^, ^*/; 
tbought it^ hoy^e^trr. ii.t juv to ::.;vr':i 
him, thsit A«e C\^pvw.'i^^::t <jl <uk }">-'> 
DiarqQis asd i.itr br^*:i*r v'>i.>J rK\ ^.^ 
diATerest tTeLHDe-L*. 'J m^ !vrr.<-r it^-. * 
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hrgh-spirited boy, already too eonseiouS' 
of his rank, impatientof eotitradietion, 
passionate toan excess, spurning at eon- 
trol ; yet aAeetionate, forgiving, gene» 

rous, and benevolent. 

* 

" With the marquis, I fear, you will 
have^much troubk,*' said his mother; 
*' but the gentle and endearing disposi- 
tion of lord Edvs^in will make you some 
amends. The doeile temper of that dear 
boy will enable you, without any exer- . 
tion, to mould him to your wishes/* 

Every thing being settled to his satis- 
faction, Gourteney, with little reluetanee, 
prepared to quil his wife and family, to. 
enter upon his new. avocation. Sybella- 
saw him depart with a sadness of spirit 
whieh she strove to repress. In vain her 
sister reminded her, that the eonsiderate 
marehioness had given him Ieave to ^isit 
her at every favonrable opportunity ; 
Sybella wiped away her tears, and pressed 
still eloser to her bosom her little boys, 

*' Ah, my dear Maria l toolong has. 



tlie mind of Leopold panted for liberty, 
too long has he desired ati ^ventlike the 
present. Siek 6f our domedtie misfor- 
tunes, -weary of his inereasing embarrass- 
ments, and totally unable to brave the 
poverty we so frequently endure, he has 
at length eseaped from the home whieh 
his own want of *fortitude and persever- 
anee has helped to render miserable; nor 
will he return, my sister, unless his eir- 
eumstanees enable hira to move in that 
sphere of life of whieh his spirit has al- 
wa^ys been ambitious. Dudley, I am eer- 
tain, had our interest at heart, when he 
eonsented to propose him to lady Wil- 
mington. The situation, I confess, is a 
'desirable one, and may be of great ad- 
'Yantage to him ; but I feel that our se- 
^paration will not be a short one. I dread 
^ven more than I dare own to you." 

'^ Dearest Sybella, you eannot inform 
ine of any thing that my aATeetion for 
you has not already discovered. Yet 
give nol way to despair. Your patient 

endiiranee 










«ndiwanee of unmerited insults, yotrf 
iiniform kindness and forbearance, may 
reelaim my brother, and €onvince hira 
that you are.worthy of a far difFerent 
treatment — a mueh happier destiny." 

'' And have you, my Maria, discovered 
what, even to myself, I have endeavoured 
to deny ? alas ! then it is too true I have 
lost all power over the heart of my hus- 
band ! Ob, my dear mother ! how se- 
verely does your daughter sufFer for her 
blind partiality ! What had /to^o with 
a man of letters ? what had / to do with 
poetry and literature ? Far betler would 
it have been for me had I married the 
worthy man whom your good sense had 
seleeted as the partner of my days! then 
I should have beeu the wife of an hon^t 
tradesman — should have been a respeet- 
able, a happy woman." 

Maria, with diABeulty, sueeeeded in r*?' 
storing her afflicted sister to eomposurii- .. 
''Moderate your grief, my dear Sybella; 
be assured that we shall be the better for 

this 
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'^lliis ehange in Leopold's atTairs. His sa- 
lary is a handsome one, and he will let 
y ou have all that he ean spare of it. You 
and I will immediately try to proeure 
isome fine work, whieh, with eeonoray, 
will enable us to Iive comfortabIy, and, 
imknown to him, appropriate his remit- 
tanees to pay ofF, by degrees, some of 
those debts Leopold's love of good eat- 
ing and drinking obliged us to eontraet. 
Do not despair, mysister. Happier hours 
-are yet in storefor ygu; and, be assured, 
that while I ean be of the least service to 
you or your dear boys, I wiH never quit 
you." 

The sisters alTeetionately embraeed; 
and Sybella felt more at ease from this 
Jast proposal of Maria's. She resoWed 
.Tiext day to go to a large ehildbed-Iinen 
^arehouse in the eity ; and by giving 
prpper seeurity, proeure for herself and 
•«ister what would ^nablethem to enjoy 
some of those comforts they.had only 

tasted 
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tasted at mtervals, during the period of 
several years. 



cHAP. m 

CouRTENEY was now beeome a resident 
under the satne roof with'his friend's 
beautiful wife. Her father tteated him 
with marked respeet, and paid the utmost 
deference to his religious^prineiples and 
poetieal talents. Lady tYHmington did 
more ; she studiously sought to render 
his situatlon as agreeable as. possible> 
judging, with great libenrlity of senti- 
ment, that she eould seareely do too 
mueh for the man who deyoteel hirriself 
to the health, happihess, and welfare ot 
her ehildren. Before he had passed three 
months with thesons 6f the marchioncssi\ 
he had acquired their obedienee and af- ' 

fectioQj 
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Tbetion, atid the good opinioti of ihe 
%vho]e family> who deemed him a pattern 
of tleTotion, and every other virtue. Al- 
ready had he 9eceived several valuabl6 
presents from the earl and his sister^ who 
both agreed in eonsidering themselves 
fnfinite1y obliged to Dudley^ for reeom- 
Hiending so worthy^ so good, so piousaa 
tnstruetor. 

eoeurteney, who never lost •sig-ht of his 
own interest, had, to do him justice, taken 
great pains with the young n>arqui$ and 
his brotlrer; atid had sueeeeded, in t 
wonderful degree^ in taming the boiste- 
rous and almost unmanageable disposi- 
tion of the former; while tbe sweet and 
traetable tenr^er of the lalter made him 
easity conform to-all therulesof hispr-e- 
eeptor, of whom he beeame extremely 
fond. 

The partiaHty whieh the boys evident- 
Xy manifested for Leopold^ made him 
an object of still greater importaneein 
the family. Their mother felt towards 

you I. E hi 
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•lirm all the warm gratitude 'of a pareiit 
^oting on her ehildren ; and she notieed 
"with pleasure that Dudhey gavc to his 
friend a larger p6rtionjof his time'than 
tshe liad at-first thought'-be eould well 
spare. . :; 

Lord Mortimer also eonsidered it asa 
tnarfc'of generous frieildship ; * for al- 
though every thing was done to render 
the life of Gourteney plea^ant^ yet as the 
whole of his days were spent with his 
pupils^ the earl justly eoneluded, that at 
no time eoiild Dudley evince hisi regard 
for the comforts of his friend more than 
at the present. It is true, that whenevev 
they had merely a family-party, Kfr. 
Gourteney^was invfted to join it in the 
dining-room ; still the marebioness^ aa 
well^s her brother, feared lest the eon- 
stantconfinementshouId beeomeirksome 
to him, and finally be the eause of their 
losing this exemplary eharaeter. Again, 
it was to be dreaded, that when the month 
arrived whieh was fixed for their removal 

to 
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^o Mortimer Gastle, the tender Teelings 
of a husband and a father woiild, perhaps, 
outwtigh those df gratitude and attaeh* 
inent, whieh he expressed for his pupHs 
and their relations. 

Couldlady Wilmington haveseen into 
the soul of Gourteney, she would have 
discovered that nothing was farlher fronfi 
Tiis mtention thari returmng to his own 
Tamily. The Peatfe of Sybella were not 
totaHy groundless. He had, indeed, been 
long weaiy of the oeeasional deprivatiorfs 
ivhich hisbwn extravagance brought on 
him ; aAd liow that he possessed the 
tneans if indulgirig ViiS appetites^ and of 
tnixing with hissu{ieriors, he determined . 
thiait nd fairlt; 'ribremissness, on his part, 
shbuld bereave him of the comfortal)le 
«ituation \vhich he cfnjoyed. 

6lice or twiee in the eourse of the 
\9eek he had his evenings to himselT, and 
it was generally supposed that they were 
passed with his wife and ehildren. This 
was not always the ease. FortunateIy, 

E 2 howevcr. 
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3iowever, the worthy Sybella and Ae 
amiaUe Maria were .ignoitant of this 
eruel negleet, nor inragined tliat any of 
his leisure hours were de^oted to any 
other beings than theraselves. 

Gourteney soon perceived the aseen* 

v<lancy he had gained over the niinds of 

(he earl and his sister, a^d determined to 

turn it tohis own advantage. Thelovely 

-eountess behaved t^owards him in a man- 

iier so friendly, soaATeetionate, so highly 

ilattering to his vanity and &elf-love, that 

Dudley was more than ^ver the object of 

his jealousen*y; and he aetnaUy beeame 

so str^ngely infatiiated with himself, as to 

!believe that had he been sing.le, and the 

first man of talent introdueedtb the CQun- 

,tess, that her heart weuld have readily 

inade lhe same sacrifice in his iavour. 

.Gompeiied to. assist Dudley in his stolen 

'interviews with Althea, and frequentiy 

lo be a Avitness to their ehaste and deli- 

eate tenderness, his enyy.inereased; and 

he conceived the^base and horrible de- 

sign 
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sign of separating, if possibte, two beingT 
'tyho lived biit for eaeh other, and t(r 
vrhom he was underthe most lasling ob- 
Kgations. To eWeet this, whhout Its be- 
ing known who was the seeret* agent of 
their ruin, required all his eonsummate 
hypoerisy; and even with that, it woulit 
be no easy matter to aeeoroplish a deed 
well worthy of a demon's soul. 

The eountess had been presented at 
eourt, and had gained the admirationr 
w4iicb her loveliness eould not f;ail to in- 
spire« Sinee then, the house of the mar* 
rhioness had been erowded with visitors;^ 
the chief of whom were drawn there by 
ihe beauty aiul forfune of her nieoe, 
Among those who openly avowed them^* 
8elves her willing captives, was the duke^ 
of Fitz-Aubin; 2nd he, perhaps,. was the 
most formidable of any, Distantly re- 
lated %o the earli and possessing every) 
qualification of person and mind that 
eould render him worthy of the eountess'a 
hand, her Talher serupkd not to avo\« 
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his hope& that his graee wo.uld be the mati*' 
seleere^l by his Althea for a husband; 
is?hile lady Sarah, the duke's only sister, 
so warnily. advocated the eause of h^i*^ 
brother, that the blushing eountess^ Xvha 
felt a sineere aATeetion for her ladyship, 
found it diSieult to reply to her pointed 
observa.tions, or ev3de. the pienetrating 
glanees of her inquiring.eyes. 
- 'Dudley had passed many evenings in 
the soeiety of kdy Sarah, who professe6 
great Yeneration for talents sueh as' his; 
sbe frequently spoke.of him to.the eDttn-t- 
tess, when they were talking eaniideil'- 
tially, and after deseanting upon hia wit 
and • eloquence, usually .esoneluded: hy 
€xtolling his handsome featares, his brilv 
liant blue- eyes, and manly form* sThe 
eaniatiou v^ich deepenediOHilhe uheek 
of the eouintess ereated *suspici6n5 in 
the mrnd of lady Sarah respeeting the 
State bf . heii .friend*saff'ections; but she 
ne?cr:dream'ed that:.a girl! of her high 
rank :couId*cherisl^ any serious vfishesfor 
:.- • i one 
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orieso mlidi her inrerior. Considering; 
U;thevef^ey jls a transient prepossession, . 
her ladyship eontinued to plead for her 
brother, and to iniirease the embarrass* 
nient of her loY'ely friend. 

The eonstant round of eompany kepl: 
hy the tnartehionesd allowed Dudley but 
liirte time to ooilverse with his Althea ;, 
and those tnoments snatehed from dissi- 
patior>«^ere insufiicient to satisfya heart 
doting to tnadness, and udable' to exist' 
t¥itheut'* an^ equal return of fondness. 
jA$thea beheld'tbe uiiea^iness and diseomb^ 
feht bf'her Edm^nd'with serious drsquie^ 
tiide; yet how to rehiove it she was igr 
hbrant. The apartmentsallotted to C6ur- 
teriey Md his pupHs w^e on fhe same 
flbhr With' her dwtt;^ this enabled her 
bfieii tb tnjoy half-an*'hbur*s conversa- 
tibh-'^4vil!h'Dudley ; y^ was it no! free 
ffbrii bbservatio!i ; itid, those wteo have 
felt>lat it is to love ^ith purity and de- 
lieaey, will easily enter into the feeling& 
Gf the ebutttess andhertiusband^ lipon 

»•4 being. 
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behig obliged to restrain the tendernes^ 
€>r tbeir words and aetions m th^ presenee 
of a third person. 

The seeond volume of GourleneY's^ 
poems was now preparing Tor the press> 
and his friend was again sotieited ta eor- 
reet them. This naturally obliged Dud* 
ley to pass some part of eaeh day in the 
apartment of Leopold ; and the evening 
was ehosen as the most proper time for 
sueh an oeeup^tion, when thesonsof the 
marehionesswere gone to dessert. ^our' 
teney eould not^ with deeeney^ frameany 
excuse to avoid going to his wife; and 
yet> had he been able^ he would, for he 
knew in his absenee his generous friend 
would most prqbably enjoy unobseryed^ 
for a few minutes, the conversauon of the;' 
eountess. £ut he determined .that his 
absenee should be as short as possible, 
and.even hoped that she might be pre^ 
vented from tasting sueh unexpected 
pleasure. 

The deity who presides over eonnabiul 

loVe 
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love (ifsuch there be) was morepropi- 
tious to the ardent hopes or Dudley than 
his Talse Triend. AUhea;on quitting the 
dining--rooni,- hastened to her ehamber. * 
She htid to pass that; of Leopold. The 
expectant husbaDd.'heard her }ightstep> 
and rapturously^ pressed h^ to his bo* 
som^ •• 

** My.adored Althea!" said he, *' Lam 
alone. Letus seize the preeious oppor* 
tunity of conversing unrestrained by tbe 
presenee of our mut ual friend/' 

" First, my dear ^mund/' replitd iKr 
eoontess^. '* iet me ringTor Mason ; aoei 
sbeshaU watehduring our eooierenee^ 
lest weshould be interrupted.'* 

Disengaging herself from rKe ^tm% o\ 
her husband, the eouDtess .wmmoned her 
faithful nurse^ and then ha^ened baek if» 
the ehamber of Ccurreiiev. Dad^t'* 
again enfolded her inhUarmii: bLi ^e 
etyes no longer sparkled ^Uh Lrillianer. 
tbey, were now humid m^sh renderaessw 

K.5 s->i 
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and his eKpressi^'e reatiires. wope the-Iwe 
of sorrow ar>d (d^iseonteht. . ^ • 

'^Oh, best beloved !'' he eidaimed,- 
^^'wh^n, 6h, when shattl b(* permittBd ta 
et^^oy the >Uv)fury of thy dear sbeiety ? 
whfen ihall I be alloWed to ekim mv 
bride, to ^^6^^ publiely my adoi*ation ? 
I ean no Ibnger bear the restraint im- 
ptjs^d bp'on my fed}ihgs. AbbeaV my 
soiifS}dol ! are- yoii not*my'V>ifc? .why 
thfeii retus^ to letme olaim ymi'ai sueh ^ 
why trembl^ jlt thd ^uppDsed displ^a^^re' ; 
of yoiir failTferi Wh#ft->th(^ Iove, tb^ uiide- 
via4hig aflfectiolV' of yowr husb'andr **h«H - 
mslke^Si^iHte fet what€ver depriy^tlott 
your temporary tstrangetnent from yotir' 
famrly Tnay'ci*Batie ?^ / «Iso- shrinit ft6m 
th'e' justlieproaches<5f the earl ; for have 
I hot r6bbed him orhis dedrest treasiins?- 
yet^ my belov^d;*^d'gain the- feHeity of 
o^erily ealHhg yon rftih€ — to i'nhabit'-tbe*» 
saihe hoiise — ^lo see you eonstantly bdfor^ • 
ts^y-'hye^^to i^ceive h'ourly some Tri^grt' 

proof 
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praof <rf yoiir tendernesB-^to •slumber 
nightly on this faithful bosom — oh, Al- 
theat-^wh'at woiild I- ftbt brfcYe ! speak, 
niy^sWeet'Wife ! .are ycfu prepared for the 
disolosure of our rtiarriage ?*' 
- ^^ Nbr yet, dearest Rdmund," replied 
the dountess; ' " my father appears to 
have s€*t^ fii^ hear^ updn^ rhy union with 
th'e^dakle? <if Fifz-Aubiri ;;ahd I hawe not. 
c6ifw»a§e*tb own th'e faHacy of his hopesi * 
aH4 nafy'OWn watit of duty, until I ana 
cdmpelletf. Wait, therefore, with pa- 
ttenoe-;a little longer, beloved Dudley/! 

^':.Aliitle longer^ my Althea, ybu said 
a m^th ago. . My patrenee is quite ex-. 
hausted ; indeed, my love, you must not ■ 
relyupDn'it^ahy more." 

^-Yet grHnl rtie this one favour, Dud- ' 
l&f'-^\et ^& tem^in under the same roof 
wi^h-'nty desir father wbile I haye the 
power; soon, you kriow, I shaH beofi//gfrf* 
taquitvii." , - 

D,udley eaugHt *bwpa6sioniateff tohis 
' ' 'I' E 6 . breast^ 
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breast« and foi}dly kissed her burnipg 
eheek. 

'* My owii adored Althea/'. he eried» 
'' with what an inerease of extacy shall*! 
hail the auspieious birth of our first 
pledge of mutual love^ sinee to thatbliss- 
ful event I am to owe the entire posses» 
sion of my Althea ! Yet, dearest^ is it 
prudent to delay too long a diselosure, 
the effect of whieh may injure your healtli 
and spirits ? I will not deceive you^ m^y : 
love; I expect that at first we shall suATer 
equally from the anger of lord Mbrti* 
mer. Let me then confess our marriage^ 
while you are strong enough to endur^ 
his resentment." 

The eountess^ however, entreated.ber 

husband to eomply with her wishesT— 

" Yield to m^ in this one instanee^ dear 

Edmund/' said she^* " and I wiil be your 

^Dbedient wife the rest of my life.'* 

Dudley eonsented with a bad graee^ 
yet Tound it impossible to deny the re- ^ 

quest 
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qiiest or his Althea^ \vho reluetantly tore 
herseirrrom his arms, to join the family 
in the drawing-room ; while Dudley eon- 
soled himseir by reHeeting, that in less 
than three months the birth of his ehild 
would unavoidably oblige its mother to 
avow their union. 

Gourteney, on his return, heard with 
vexation of the interview whieb had 
taken plaee^ and he listened to the bopes 
and fears of his friend with silent atten* 
tion ; yet his eountenanee betrayed not 
the inward malignity of his soul. 

** Perhaps^ my dear Leopold/' said Ed- 
mund^ " you think me to blamein yield- 
ing to the desire of Althea; but had you 
beheld her sweet eyes — had you heard 
her persuasiye tongue plead against the 
fond wishes of her heart^ you eould not 
have reststed its syren eloquence/' 

•' No, my friend," replied the dissem* 
bler, '* I do not blame you for granting 
the*request t>f the eountess, I am only 
surpri&ied that shfi should make it. But, 
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my deaf».EdmtiTid, womeft/ytM3i :hxi€i^ 
are ehangeable ereatures, fuH'Of VH*!mi 
and eapriee; and there i$'»o? remedy^ 
against the pririGipal fau]t of the WHoIe'' 
sex/' ' •■' : ■»*• ^' ■■ 

" What do you mean ?-^ inq.uine4 the- 
husband of Althea, with a serions abccnt.v 

** Oh> nothing, but wha^t is- vei:y:t\ali-^ 
ral. It oeeursr to mey that 'the eo^iittess 
ean have but one reason' ^or wishinj?f tia ; 
keep-seeret her marriage — iai little fei«alc.' 
love of eo^uetry and admiration, whisfh^ 
is very excuseable in one so^ hans^s^'me • 
and so young. She Rnew nar bc«5^iWl^ . 
powers until she ^b intiodaeed into 
life ; is it then to'^b6 wondereelat, that^ 
she is in no hurry to^relrTlquish her ehnm . 
to. the gen^raJ hom^geshe receives'?" ' ' 

*f Is this yotir *seffOUS opinion, Leo- • 
pold ? am I to^believe thar you elass tbe » 
eountess' artiongst those- wdmen \Mhd^e 
levityof ttianHers has iridueed» J6u 'to * 
pass sp severe a <5ensi)ire npbn fhe ^ex ?*' 

*■ S)o Uot l^ok so grat^, ^Ednnmd; 1«. 

< •' meaar 
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mean not to aseribe any thing to the 
eountess that weed eall forth a frown 
from her husband. Young, beautifuU 
and rieb, the orily ehiid- of lord Morti-^ 
mer,*^andr:a peeress in her own right^ ean 
you suppose that she is not already the 
idol of many a noble heart ? do you 
think her more perfect than any other 
woman, that you should seem half4n- 
elined io quarrel with your .friend for 
asserting thatthe admiration she reeeires 
is. imt displeiarsing to her ? believe me, 
Edmund, you are not so well acquainted : 
with Ihe sex as I am/' 

iff Perhaps npt/*coolly replied the of- 
fended husband of Ahhea ; '^ but, Leo- ; 
pold, as you liTe under the same roof • 
withthe eountess, I wisb4oknow if you 
have any grounds for .yx)ur suppo$ed/ 
eause of her reluetanee. to dkelose /Our 
marriage?" :..,:;;:»>, 

Gourteney too well perceived that he., 
was on the losing= side t>f the queation, 
aild that nothing waisto te gairied by : 

Yainly 
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vainly endeavouring to weaketi the eori'' 
fidence of her husband^ He there- 
fore assured hinfv that. he had no eatise 
for what he had uttered, further thanr 
what his gen<eral opinion of women sug- 
gested. 

The eountenaiiee oP Dndley again be*- 
eame plaeid ; for he was well aware tbat 
Leopold's op/mow even extendcd to his*: 
own wife and sisten Yet.with this know» 
ledge> Dudley thought hfgMy of him inv 
other respeets ; and frequently lanrented' 
that his friend had eorly. been tkrowti 
into the soeiety o£' persons whose eoti- • 
duet and loosemorals had given him an 
iinfavourable idea of all women. 

Dudley, during his eorreetion of the • 
poemsy had several similar inXerviews . 
with his beloved Althea. Again he plead^- 
ed, with aimost irresistible eloquence ij 
yet the eountess still entreated : for fur* - 
ther time. 

" How anxious1y, my adored. Ed« ' 
mund/' said she^ *^do you. now solieit: 

ta 
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to have me entirely ro yoin^eir! wiUyoa 
always retarn the same wish ? oh ! whea 
\ve are seitled in our long-talked-or eot^ 
tage^ with no other soeiety than our dear 
baby, and a few ehosen friends, say, Ed- 
munti^ wili the presenee of Althea then 
eonstitute your all of happrnessP" 

** YeSy most adored, most idolized !'* 
repiied her husband, pressing her raptU'- 
rously to his heart ; *' witbm the magie 
eirele of these ssowy arms, all my fell>» 
eities resi^e. But say, my Ahhea, wiH 
not the life we have seleeted tire by its 
unirormity ? will you not^ amidst the re-^ 
tirement of our intended residenee, sigH 
for London, and some of its most r»» 
tlonal amusementii ?" . 

•' Cruel.l"£aid theeountess, as she part- 
ed the dark loeks whieh overshadowed 
his forehead^ and imprinted oa it a ten« 
der kiss; '' ean you admit one doubt of 
my eonstaney, my obedienee,. my fixed 
devotioa to yourseIf ?" 

.The heart ©r Dudley was fulL Tura- 
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ing his expres&iveey\e5 eyhhi» aARettorrat*^ 
wife, she pereeired a tear beditn their 
\isual brightness. * . * ". 

" Do you suspeet nry i^siertron?'* saiA 
she, in a trenriblfng'voite. 

^' yio, dearest; btit'bh^H I confess a* 
weakness, tv1iich t am ashamedM6^ '6*tvft 
even to my Althea^? at the mothteiit 'my 
sour ought to' hive thrilled witheitaey 
at thy matehless tenderriess/ a siekness 
eame over me — my heart siink within me 
' — a sudden moiiture fiHed my ey6s— ^and 
r felr as ir •sohii- MieS^y eiYiiriii^ -was at 
hand;" " YdursAMye^ :my ahgilfc' Wife> 
while it'feprWves ihy fo!!y, reaiiiniafcs 
my dro6pfng spirits. bh* titf Althea ! 

r 

seeure of thy !ove, what haS^ T* to fear ?- 

* ' ■ - *. 

but say, my b^lm^d,' har'^ *y ou 'fi*^<l * on 
the trrfie arid' manner 6f 'discDvering out 
unibn ? sha]l'T'fifSt' C6iif5ide it to yduir 
aunt, and impfore Rer mediation ih ottr 
favour, or shalM boldly ea^t niys^!f-.at 
the feet of the earl*; and Endw at oned 
my fate ?'' .':.;' 

" Neither;" 






<* 



THE: IiypOCRirJS. 9t 

r|S«ifl)er/'ArepHed the eountess; "fdv 
I feel that I shall never be abl^ to face 
my. father during. his .fjr5t transport of 
anger. I mean, my dear Edmund> to 
take advantage of a masked ball, whieh 
will be given by the duehess. of F.ilz- 
Aubin oft >the seventh of Dext month, 
aiid tlppe witb )ou under favcur oT my 
disguise. •: My faithful Mason sliall cq«d- 
vey to yoiir lodgings all that I raay Avish 
to'.take with me, :and be the eoin'panion 
of Qur Aight. You, my dearest Edmund> 
|n tbe inean time, must look oul fcra re- 
treat,^ not very far from town, where we 
may reside, until my dear iather pardoDi^ 
tbis «ole aet of my tlisobedienee."' . ; 

Dudl^y approvedtof this plan, yet fclt 
uneasy that it was tot tobe eKeeuted 
sooner — '* You intend then, my Althea^ 
logotoeourt on the -iing's birthday ? 
Whyt, .my dearest Iifei d«> you.expose 
yourself to sueh unneeessary exertion 
:md fatigue ? why will you not quit this 
house before the fourth of June ? Surely 
: '^ the 
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tfie alteration in your figtire cann©t*fiave' 
passed unnotieed/' 

The eountess bkished deeply — ■' The 
air of Lpndon agrees so well witli my 
eonstitution/' said'she^ " that ihe round- 
ness of my person is attributed to that: 
You must indulge me, my beIoved Ed- 
mund^ ia giving me the time I have /ixed 
on. My gratitude- shall make am^nd» 
for your romplianee/' 

Dud^ey assented ; yet with a heavines^ 
of heart, a depressioaof spirits, whieh he 
eould not aeeount for. He Aung himselE 
into a seat, ai*ter the eountess had ]efcr 
him, and remaijfied wholly absorbed in 
the melaneholy whieh eontlnued to gaii> 
wpon him. On the return of Gourteney 
he raised his languid head, and pressetk 
the hand of his Talse friend» 

** I have not done mueh for you to*- 
night, Leopokl, for I have got a most 
lormenting beadaehe; I mighl say too^ a ^ 
beartaehe." 

" IIeaven forbid ! my dear Edmimd-; 

but 
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^ut what is the itiatter? have you;aiid 
the count6ss di^Tered in opinion ? you 
'eKpeet teo niuch> I know^ from a n^re 
mortal — or has the earl thrown out any 
hints that he suspeetsyour attaohment?*' 

" Neithe^r ; but I feel all the hom>rs 

of one who i« on the point of losing 

every ihing most dear to hira ; and yet 

J have no just grounds for nvy presenti- 

mentofevil." 

He ihen reeapkulaled part of the eon- 
rersation whieh had passed between him- 
:self and the eountess; and inquired whe- 
iher Leopold didiiot approveof her plan ? 

CcHirteney, with seeret exultation and. 
.:a sardonie smile, replied in the affirma- 
tive — " Banish this singular desponden- 
-cy/* said he ; '^ trust to the fcrtile ge- 
ivius.of woman for planning and execut- 
ing.an elopement. Gourage, my friend! 
soon will you bepossessed of your sours 
idol — soon will you taste the raptures of 
her soeiety, and the Iuxuries of her large 
estate. Why, man^ ypu look as dismal as 

if 
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if the earl had avowed his intwrtibn of 
setting aside your marriage,** ' ' 

Budley started from Ms ehair, walked 
tieiross the ehamber, then laying his hand 
on the shoulder of'Courteney> he saifi~ 
'* No, Leopold, I will not h^rbour an 
idea so injuTious to the honour, the hu- 
maniiy of lord Mortimer. He may exile 
me frorn his presenee, but he will never 
rend asunder those saered bonds whieh 
have bound me to his daughter. Is ihere 
a man, onee a husband artd a father, pos- 
sessing a heart alive to those eridearing 
names, and a soul noble and generous, 
that would seek to separate two beings 
foridly attaehed to eaeh other? oh! if 
there does, may the vengcance of Hea- 
ven pursue him through the world! may 
he, in his last moments, vainly sigh for 
the tender hand 6f a wiPe, a ehild, to 
elose hisdying eyes! may — " 

" Stop, stop ! my friehd," exclaimed 
the seIf-convicted hypoerite ; '^ waste 
not your brea<h bh an imaginary being, 

I trust 
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l^ trust tbat ^ou will never experience 
aiiy heayier ealamity than what arises 
fro,m tbe €rst.bur;&t of lord Mortimer-s 

.{ .Farrdi Serenty.ho vrever, were tbe real 
^sh^ of Coui?tpn^y — '' Fool !" said he 
tq bimself;. V wo4jld nothin^g fatisfy thy 
ambitipn^ th^y.^elT-ereated consequence, 
but^n^rying the ^^ughteu Qf an e,arl ? 
ye&i y-€i^,} soon.,sbaU thy .(orebodings b^ 
y€rifi^pdr^oon shall the earl be une^e- 
ceived in the opinion he has formed of 
tbee; ^and then thou wilt reap the fruits 
of thy golden haryest ! Idiot ! to suppose 
that .Ioi4 Mortm^er will oyerlook sueh 
Aa^rant^.presumption*. And thou, rash 
girl!. whose baby he.art was (irst^ttraeted 
by the,per«^7i'and.$2]/enGf^ talents of this 
ya^n man<^ shall'^mekly be eompelled fo 
ab^ipdon^ him aod/kis ehild for a ipore 
suitable.^llianee/' 

-The prineipal part of thenight was 
devoted, by LeopoJd, to reflections on 
Che niost eligible ^n.d prudent way of 

etTeeting 
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eATeerrng the ruin he meditated. Had 
there been any ehanee of sueteeding, hc 
tvould have endeavonred to weaken the 
attaehment of the eountess, to raise heur^ 
^uspieions oT the disintere$iedness of Dud**5 
ley's love, and finally to convince hef 
that his heart was devoted to another at 
the time that he solieited her hand. This, 
howcver, he knew to be impraetieable. 
The eountess loved with enthusiasm» and 
confided implieitly in the tenderness of 
her husband. 

Onee, as if by aeeident, he mentioned 
the na'me of Clara Melvill ; then, with 
well-dissembled apprehension, entreated 
her not to intimate to his friend th^t he 
had done so. The eonntess, as he had 
foreseen, inquired the reason ; with «xi 
air of mysterious corjfidence, he stated 
fhe unfortunate attaehment of Miss Mel- 
vill, and attributed her inereasing ill 
health to the diseontinuanee of D.udley's 
visits and eorrespondenee. 

Tears Aowed from the dorelike eyes 

of 
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"i}? Althea ; she felt all the distress and 
hopeless destiny of Mtss Mekill; bnt not 
far -an instant did ^he imagine that her 
Edinund was to-blame. The wtiy bypo- 
erite perceived that here no advantage 
•was to be gained ; j)ity ¥p:as the only aen- 
timent he had excited^ and that was not 
to his purpose. His chief eonsideration 
was^ therefore, in ^¥hat manner he should 
-diseoYer to lord Mortimer the marriage 
of4he'COUntess and Dtidley, preser^e the 
good opinion, ^nd ensure the gtatitude 
of that nobleman, without appearing to 
<:ome forward as 'tbe betrayer of 'his 
Triend. 

The generous krndness 6f Diidley hc 
bad experiehced in 'a tiundred various 
^ays; hc was by no means desirous, how- 
ever, of feeling his resentment. T-ttbe 
tbe agent of his destruction>J(whWh.4ie 
believed would foIlow the disdosure; bf 
Jiis marriage, ) he was almofst ready %o risk 
:^*cven that, yet he stiU Hoped to bring 
voh. u V about 
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alKWt bis ruin ; and, like the hired bravo 
of Ilaly.» give the mortal srab, while the ' 
hand that direeted the blow should re- ' 
maia unspea and unknown. 



CHAP. V. 

Whilb Courteney.wasanxiou8ly planning 
the. rui|i orall his friend's worldly happi- 
nes$, Dudley wa$^ ex^rtiQg the whole of 
his inte|*est to enlarge the list of his sub- 
seribers; and as he was well aware of 
Mes. MelviU'sextensive acq4iaintance, he 
d^terpiiined to solteit her assistanee in fa« 
vour 0f Leopold, notwithatanding his own 
reli|c^nce to see either that lady or her 
da^gbtiir* He bad e^Iled twiee sinee his 
return to town^ and had been so fortu- 
nate as jtQ ehuse ,those d^ys when they 
'were bolh from hooi^. He was not now, 

however. 
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liowever, equally sueeessrul, as Mrs. and * 
Miss Meltill were alone in the drawing- 
room. 

The pale^ emaeiated appearanee oF 
eiara almost overcame the sympathizing 
heart of Dudley; hepressed her transpa- 
rent handto his lips in silenee ; while the. 
fair invalid> deeply aATeeted by the pre- 
sonee of a man long and tenderly be'> 
loved, fainted in the arms of her mother. 

The distt*es8 of Dudley inereased ; he 
saw her slowly recover ; he would have 
spoken^ but that he dreaded to trust his 
Yoiee with sounds whieh might be eon- 
strued into more than brotberly aiTee- 
tien. 

^' It is many months sinee we had the 
pleasure of seeing you," said Clara^ 
faintly; *^but I rejoice to leam thatyour 
absenee has been eaused by your attaeh- 
ment to a nobIefamiIy> of whom sir Tho- 
mas Perey speaks iil the highest terms. 
In the friendship of the eountess of Bran- 

F S don 
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ilon it is hardly to be wondered that niy 
mother and myself were forgotlen..'* 

Dudley eoloured, and stammered out • 
something, in the form of an apokigy^ 
for what appeared like negleot. Then 
turning to Mrs. Melvill^ he solieiled all 
her interest for his friend Mr. Gourteney. 
eiara immediately requested him to put 
down her name for three eopies; the^ 
rising, she slowly quitted ii\ie rooixi> 'the 
mere shadow of what she onee was. 

Mrs. MeK'ill looked after her with 

• 

tearful eyes — '^ My beloved CIara/' said 
she, *' is epnsiderably altered for the 
worse, sinee you saw her last autumn« 
In a few days we are going to Cliftoi|> 
as a last resouree. Alas! Mr. Dudley» 1 
l)ave no hope— no hope! would to Hea- 
ven that 1 were as resigned as the dear 
girl is herself !" 

Dudley eould no longer restrain his 
feelings; his tears Aowed with those of 
Mrs. Melvil]^ who^ taking him aSeetioa- 

. ately 
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ately by the hand, said — " Forgive the 
weaknessof maternal love, whieh prompts 
me to betray my ehild; but>in eoiiAding 
to you the seeret whieh eonsumes her, I 
feel that I am only doing justice to the 
sensibility of your nature, and the ho- 
nour of your prineiples. Dear Mr. Dud- 
ley, it is love that hastens my adored 
eiara to an uptimely grave — love the 
most ardent that ever inhabited ihe hu- 
man heart! yet delieaey and virgin bash- 
fulness plead so powerfully within her, 
that ehanee alone discovered to me the 
object for whom she dies." 

Dudley trembled violently ; he would 
have given up part of his existence to 
liave been spared the remainder of Mrs. 
MelriH'^s speeeh; she eontinued — 

•*'I had long suspeeted who was the def- 
serving man that had gained, by his own 
meritsand virtues, the heart of my ehild ; 
yet;uriwilling to question her on asubject 
ivh!ch she always avoided, I eontinued 
silent upon that whieh was of the utmost 

f3 importanee 
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importanee to her health and happiness, 
as well as my own peaee of mind. Dur- 
ing her late severe illness^ I was sitting 
by her bedside^ watehing with anxiety 
her short and unsettled slumbers^ when 
I perceived on the floor a little silk ease^ 
whieh I knew my beIoved Glara s^lways 
wore in her bosom. On taking it up, 
my first impulse was to put it into her 
eabinet ; till reeolleeting that its eon- 
tentsmight justirymysuspicions^Iopened 
what eontained the eherished treasure of 
my unhappy ehild." 

Mrs. Melvill paused for a moment; 
then fixing her eyes tenderly on Dudley's 
pallid face> she thus resumed — 

'' My doubts immediately yani&hed, 
when I beheld^ carefully folded in a soo- 
net addressed to herself, a wateh-ebain^ 
whieh she had taken on giving a new pne 
to the author of the poem. A few iines 
on the baek of it^ written by hersei^ 
betrayed the fervency and hopelessnesB 
of her attaehment. Ah ! Mr. Dudley^ 

need 
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need I confess the name oP this highly- 
adored being — need I implore him toeom- 
miserate the feelings of a mother, wbose 
only daughter, searee in the prime of her 
existence> is now sinking to the grave ? 
Oh, my friend !" she eonttnued, pressing 
his hands to her bosom^ *' on your word 
hangs the Iife of my CIara — 'tis j/ou alone 
that ean restore io me my ehild !'' 

Dudley^ shoeked and embarrassed be* 
yond measure, had but one line of eon* 
duet to pursue in this painful exigency 
— he flung himself on the eoueh by the 
side of Mrs. MeWill^ and in a voice 
searee audible from his emotions, eon- 
fessed his marriage, and consequent in« 
ability^to realize her hopes. 

The mother of Miss Melyil^ after the 
iRrst shoek was oyer^ whieh this sudden 
and dnexpected intelligenee had given 
her, affectiohateIy embraeed bim — '• My 
dear young friend," said she, in a voice of 
dreadrul despair, '' you have robbed me 
of my tost hope ! yet.I have no eause to 

F 4 reproaeh 
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reproaeh you for the miseries you have 
unintentionally brought on me and my 
unfortunate daughter. I feel ^ssured 
Ihat our aATeetions are not d'ependant on 
our own wiil, else my dara's virtues and 
aeeomplishments might have seeured 
yours; and I should then have bad to re- 
joice at her felicity, instead of mourning 
over her fixed and irremediable wreteh- 
edness. She knows not, however, of the 
discovery whieh I have made; yet, with 
your permission, I will gently break to 
ber the seeret of your marriage. If her 
disorder is not too far gone, the eertainty 
that all Jiope is annihilated may enable her 
to banisli, by degrees, from her mind tke 
image of one who neyw neyer eah behers." 

Dudley was too sensibly aiTeeted tore- 

ply. He embraeed, with filial aATeetion, 

the weeping mother of Mis&Melvill, and 

•hastened to the eoaeh, whieh, forlu^t«ty 

for him, he had kept in waiting, 

A week had seareely elapsed, when Jie 
received a note from Mrs. Melvill, re- 

questing 



THE HYPOeEITE. 105 

qu6Sting him to eall on her in the eourse 
,of the day. 

*' I have diselosed/* said she, " to Clara 
the seeret of your marriage, and rejofce 
lo find that she bears the intelligenee 
"with a degreeoffortitudea»dcomposure 
Yrhieh I had not espeeted, althpugh her 
bodily weakness has inereased — ' Tell 
Mr. Dudley, iny dear mother/ said my 
noble ehild^ ' that as his happiness has 
alwayskbeen nearest my heart, that heart 
eannot but exu]t at the discovery of hi» 
Teh'eity,^ and the prospeet of his enjoyiog 
all those blessmgs whieb mutual Iove anil 
affluence will proeure. Tell him, that if 
he ean spare half-an-hour from his bappy 
eountess, it would aATord me the highest 
grati^eation to assure him personally^ 
that the friendship whieh for five years 
has known no interruption, untit within 
fhe last tweIvemonth, has on my part re^ 
ceived no diminution. I wouM write to 
him myse1f, but that J feel unable to hoU 
the pen." 

1.5 Dadlejy,^ 

- \M 
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Dudley^ although not recovered frpm 
th<* shoek he had sustainedby tHe eon-^ 
.Tersation o^ Mrs. MeWil^ and eonseious 
Ihat sueh an interview wonld be produo 
tive of the most painful emotions^ yet 
prepaied to execute the wishes of ber 
daiighter. Ile was engaged to dine at 
the mnrehioness's, to meet a large party, 
and aTterwards to go to the oipera* To * 
do both was impossible, as his Yisit to 
Miss Melvill would totally ineapaeitate 
him fr6m seeing eompany. Humanity 
and gratitude instantly deeided in favour 
of the invalid ; and Dudley sent an ex« 
euse tolady Wilmington, witha few lines 
to his Althea> enrlosed to Gourteney, ex- 
planatory of the real eause of his ab»- 
senee. \; . 

On his arriyal at Mrs. Melvi1]% he was 
shewn into the ehamber of Clara, who,wa8 
lying on a couch> tvidently too enfee^ 
bled to sit up. Her mother, at her re^ 
i^uest^ asststed her to rise ; and Dudley^ 
3 iseatYDg 
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seating himself by her side, raised her 
parehed hand to his lips. 

A heetie eolour Aushed her ebeeks, and 
gave a lastre seareely mortal to hereyes» 
She smiled on him with ineSable sweel* 
ness, as she witnessed tbe starting tear of 
sympathy, and felt his hand tremble ih 
hers. 

*' How kind of you, my dear friend/* 
said shey speaking with diABeultyr ** U> 
pay sueh attention to my wish ! My dear 
niother has eoniided to me the b1issful 
news of your good fortune— -of younhap>. 
. pness 1 oh, may it never meet with the 
slightest interruption ! may your Althea 
prove herself deserving of her happy 
destiny ! You thought me unworthy of 
your confidence — unworthy to be trusted 
with the seeret of your attaehment ! yet 
our long acquaintance, oursteady friend- 
ship, should have taught you that the 
heart of Clara beat with no eommon feel« 
ings^that her ^rien^ship was of no eom- 
mon nature ! Forgive me, Edmund : I 

1 6 see 
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see T distress you — but it is for the last 

time." 

j.'. Her weakness inereased^ and M rs. Mel- 

.yill.expressed her alarm lest she shouM 

injure herself by her presenl exertion. 

:.. " Fear not, ray moiher/' replied tbe 

Jovely suATerer; *' I shall soon be well !" 

Then turning to Dudley> she asked him 
some questions respeeting the eountess 
and her family. His agitation afiected 
her. 

i.. " My dearest friend/' said she^ " f«r 
4qch. I must still eall you, even were 
your Althea present^ eompose yourseK; 
I know the tendemess of vour heart — 
you are shoeked at my appearanee — at 
what my Hiigering disorder has nuide me 
suATer. I shail not sulTer long ; tlie eon- 
(K:iousness o{ your happiness ^ill — ** 

She paused^ and east a look towards 
her mother^ whieh Dudley too welL ui> 
derstood.- 

Miss Melvill op^ned a smaH red ease^ 
^tid took from it a ring set widi pearls^ 

aad 
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and - a wateh-ehain of her own hair— 
** Will yoii aeeept of these, my friend, 
and wear them for my sake P did the 
eountess know of our friendship> and of 
the love I bear hferself, as the object ne- 
eessary to your felicity, she would not 
refuse your wearing the hair of one whose 
prayers have always been bATered up to 
Heaven for your prosperity, and who 
feels as deeply interested for its permin* 
neney as herself.'* 

The eolour deepened on ber eheek. 
Dudley 'took the ring and ehain, and 
pressing them to his lips, as^ured -her 
that he would retain them during his life^ 
■ and that they would be equally saered to 
his Althea. 

Miss Melvillretook tbe ring> and gazed 
on it for some minutes attentively, t>U 
her physieian was anpouneed. Dudley 
knew, by the sudden ehange of bis. 
eountenanee, that he tboiight his patient 
eonsiderably worse than he had expected 
to find her. After> ebatting for ^a dM>rt 

time> 
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tiroe, he reqiiested to speak to Mrs. Mel- 
vin, who followed him into the drawing- 
room^ with breathle^s solieitude. 

Miss MeWill endeavoured to smile— 
" I know the opinion of doetor Bennet 
— he eannot hide from me the impossi- 
bility of my recovery. My dear mother. 
— it is for her I feel !** 

Then plaeing the ring on th^ hand of 
Dudley, she appeared overcome by pain- 
ful reeolleetions; and unable to support 
her$elf> sunk nearly lifeless into his arms» 

Greaily alarmed, he would have rung 
for assistanee ; but she made an eATort to 
preyent him. The tears of Dudley fell 
on her ^aee^ whieh rested on his bosom, 
while his arms supported the skeleton 
remains of a form onee round^ gracefulj 
ai)d glowing with youthful beauty. 

*' Edmund/' feebly artieulated the dy- 
ing Clara> ^'to be thussupported in my 
last moments is a blessing beyond my 
hopes ! oh ! when this eare-worn frame 
^hall be eonsigned to itsJast earthly ha- 

bitation~ 
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^itation*— when this heart no longer 
throbs with pleasure at the sound op thy 
voice> orthrills with rapture at the toueh 
-of thy hand, let my memory be dear to 
thee; Amidst the sweets of domestie 
love, even in the arms of Althea, do not 
forget the unrortunate dara/ who now, 
when the ehill hand of death presses heavy 
^pan her, proudly aeknowledges the 
iong-eherished tend^mess whieh con«- 
&ume8 her/' 

Dudley wasno longer masterof himse]f; 
he burst into a vioIent paroxysm of tears^ 
and strained the dying martyr to hh^blor- 
som; even the eountess, at that mDiueor^ 
was forgott&n; he saw only the expiring 
eiara, and heard only her last words^ 
whieh still yibrated on his ears. 

Nature made another effbrt. Opening 
her languid eyes, she f)xed them grate- 
fully on the adored eountenanee of Dud- 
5ey — *' I die eontented — happy-^I fe€l 
that 1 s^all not be forgotten — that I pos- 

sess 
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sess all you have to give — riiy mother— 
my dear — mother — *' 

She sunk aerain on his bosom. 

Dudley rung the bell with violence, 
then flung himseir on his knees by.the 
l^ide of Miss Melvill> and pressed her hand 
passionately to his lips. The departing 
spirit was arrested in its Aight by tbe 
agony of Dudley. Oiiee raore she hall^ 
bpened her eyes— a smile of angelie 
sweetness overspread her features— again 
they elosed — it was for ever ! 

Mrs. Melvill and the physreiati- hastily 
obeyed the summons of Dudley, whom 
they fouud prostrate on the floor, in a 
istate of insensibility. The despair, the ago- 
nies of the broken-hearted parent reealled 
him to ]ife;.and doetorBennet humanely 
$o6k him home in his own ehariot^ as 
soon as he eould with propriety quit the 
distraeted mother of Miss MelvilL 

Dudley was aware of the very natural 

eonstruetion whieh the physidan would 

» plaee 
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plaee on what had passed ; and thererore 
invlted hm in when the earriage stopped 
at fhe door af his lodgings. 

Doetor Bennet immediately adverted 
to the sudden death of Miss Melvill; and 
advised hersupposedlover to retire early 
to bed^ and take a eompo&ing draught^ 
to allay the nerVoiis irritability he was 
su/Terlng under. • ' 

Dudley thanked him for his friendry 
advice; and unwilling that he should 
Ieave him under a false impression^ he 
mentioned his long friendship with Mrs. 
MeWiirand her daughter; adding, that 
had she been his sister^ he eould not have 
felt more keenly her loss. 

'* Pardon me," replied the doetor; 
" but I had conceived, from the wonder- 
ful diATerenee whieh took plaee in Miss 
Melvill within these few days, and Trom 
your looks, that yoiir fcelings were of a 
more lively nature ; of hers I ean have 
no doubt. My opinion, from the first 
moment I was ealled -in to preseribei has 

invariably 
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invariab1y been the same ; but I distress 
you — forgive me — the<subject is a deK- 
eate one^ and I havq,not the honour to 
possess a elaim to your eoniidenee. 

Dudley shook the Triendly physieian 
by the hand ; his heart was too fu]l to 
admit of eeremony ; and doetor Bennet> 
while he listened to his deep distress at 
the untimely death of so young, so ami- 
^ble a woman^ felt for him a regard whieh 
every moment inereased* He took leave 
of bim with reluetanee^ strongly reeom- 
mending him to keep as tranquil as pos- 
sible, and promising to eall the nextday. 
Dudiey expressed his hopes that the doe- 
tor would not forget his new patient. 

'' Do not fear tliai/' replied the phy- 
sieian ; '^ I have always endeavoured to 
guard against being governed by first 
Jm{)rej$sions; but^ in this instanee^ I feel 
thari eannot eheek them. You may de- 
pend on seeing me^ but remember^ it 
must be as zfriend/' 

In saying tbis, he burried down stairs, 

leaving 
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Ieaviog Dodley as mueh pleased as the 
nature oP his fee]ifig9 would permit with 
his new acquatntance. 

There was something partieularly pre- 
possessing in the venerable looks of doe- 
tor Bennet, and still more so in his miid, 
humane» amd beneyolent manners. Dud* 
ley was soothed by the parental kindness 
of his attentions to himself; and his 
heart seemed to feel assured that the 
/riendly professiensof the physieian were 
to h^ r^jied Qn> shpuld he ever have oc- 
easion to put them to the test 

Deeply aATeeted by the mpurnful seene 
whieh he had witnessed^ he eould not re- 
/rain from tears of atTeetionate regret, 
as his.fancy dwelt on the last moments 
of the dying Glara. Drawing from his 
bosom the miniature of his wife^ he 
pressed it in speeehless agony to his lips; 
at length he exclaimca — ** Adored AU 
ihea ! even in yourarms my tears would 
.flow for my uphappy friend. Oh, my 
fiour$ dearest treasure ! sbould you ever 

be 
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be snatehed from me — should I be fafed 
to mourn over the loss of all my heart 
holds dear — should it be the will of Hei- 
ven to wrest from me my Althea, my 
present sorrow wouid be light, for my 
existence is entwihed with thine^ ind 
madness or death must ensue! Dearest/' 
be eontinued, looking fondIy on the se* 
rene and heavenly eountenanee of his 
absent wife^ ^' oh that at this moment I 
eould be folded to thy (Bith^ulbosom, 
eould hear the sweettones df thy Hield* 
dious voice, and receive con6oTat4on in 
the assuranee of thy love ! Alas ! shall I 
ever enjoy the Iuxury of ealling thee 
wholly mine ?'* 

Dodley found himself too unwell to 
sit up; he therefore retired early tobed, 
but not to rest; the image of the dying 
eiara haunted his slumbers; and when 
doetor Bennet ealled the next raorning, 
he. found him in a high fever^ yet per- 
sisting in his determination' of risingi 
and going to lady Wilmington's. 

Hif 
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His new Triend, mth gentle kindness, 
remonstrated on his rashness in perse*' 
vering to aet against the advice oF his- 
physieian; and Dudley, softened by his 
solieitude for his we1fare, assured him 
that he was eompelled to go out^ biit 
that he would otherwise follow implieitly 
his preseriptions. The doetor smilingy 
said — ^' Provided, my dear young friend, 
that they do not interfere with your own 
private ineiinations/' 

Dudley looked aOittle confused, and 
ehanging the subject, inquired if he had 
ealleii on Mrs. Melvili ? 

" No," replied his new friend ; '' but 
I am now going there. We professionaI 
men are early initiated into seenes of 
distress and misery ; happy do I esteem 
nnyself when eireumstanees will permit 
o£ my blending the eharaeters of friend 
and physieian." Again he eounselled 
him to nurse himself fbr a few days — '^ I 
like.not/' said he, 'Mhis tendeney to 
fever; ygu must eheek its progress, he* 

fore 
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fore it dsBume» a more alarming aspeit. 
I shall look in upon you to-morraw, 
andshall hope to find that your own good 
sense, and my prescriptions> have had 
the desired effect." 

No sooner had the sound^ of the doc<< 
tor's earriage announeed bis departure;» 
than Dudley leaped out of bed, and 

dressed himself with ineredible swiftiie8Bt 
tQ visit his Althea. More than onee he 
was obliged to sit down^ from weak- 
,Ziess, and a swimming in his head ;' re- 
solved, nevertheless, to go, he ordered 
a eoaeh to be ealled, and proeeeded to 
the house of the mareKioness, in a state 
of bodily derangement truly alarming, 

Fortunately for Dudley, lady Wilmiiig» 
ton and her brother were froflfr:liK>me. 
The eountess knew hisstep^ and^met him 
at the door of the drawing-room. His 
appearanee, the flush on his eheek^ and 
the burning heat of his hand, terriiied her; 
she Aungher arms rouild his neek^ and 
isobbed aloud, as he sunk on the eouob. 

In 
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In vaih he assured her that his illness was 
of no rooment^ that he should soon be 
well^ and that he already felt the power- 
ful inAuenee of her presenee ; the aATee- 
tion of Althea would not so easiiy be sa- ' 
tisiied. Gazing on him with the tender- 
est fondnesi, she said~^' You deceive 
sne, my Edmund ; your Iove for me has 
tempted you to eome out, when you 
should be in bed. «Oh, my be1oved hus- ' 
bandl remember the Iife of your Althea^ ' 
of yowr ehild, hangs on your own/' 

She pressed her sweet lips to his. Dud- 
ley elasped her to his bosom— »'' Fear not^ 
my adored» for your Edmund ; I feel bet- 
ter sinee I have seen you. But tell me^ 
dearest, did you bestow a thought on me 
during.my painful absenee bf yesterday ? 
ah, my Iove ! you little knew the trying 
seene I had to go through." 

He then brieAy reeounted the neees* 
-^ity of his attending the summons of 
Mrs. MelviII ; and touehed, as lightly as 
he eoold^ upoa its fatal termination. 

The 



The eountess wept over the untimely 
fate of the amiable imknown, and felt 
that her Edmund was beeome «lore dear 
to her, by the sensibiHty he had mani- 
fested for the unfort.unate Glara; 

Willing <o ehange a subject painful to 
them both, she reverted to what was stiM 
dwelling on her tnind; and entreated 
him to return home, and have the iirst 
medieal advice, promising to sendMason 
in the evening with a letter from her- 
self to eonsole him, and t^ hear hmr he 
w^. * 

Dudley eonsented to ol)ey her wislYes, 
yet felt unwilling to quit her. He in- 
quired if his absenee had been regretted 
by her father or aunt ? 

'"^By both of them," replied theeoun* 
tess. '' As for my6eif, I fear that I played 
the hypoerite so iH, and eonoealed my 
x:hagrin so wretehedly, that it was oTi- 
served by the earl, who more than <wice 
asked me if I was unwelL So'(X>mpIete- 
^ 2y did my mind wiinder to you, that the 

duke 
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duke t)f Fitz-Aubin spoke to me several 
fimes, without tny being eonseious of it^ 
and liady Sarah made me quite uncom«- 
fbrtable^ by her sly looks and whispers» 
I fancied (at hla^t I hope it was only fan* 
ey) that my fatheir appeared displeased ; 
and I was t:ompeIIed ta bave reeourse to 
my old exctrsei— <i sitk headaehe. The 
duke looked grave for the remainder of 
the evening; and I should have been 
happy had his sister been affected with 
his taeiturnity. At theopera, my thoughts' 
were not more eoileeted ; and I never 
fenjoyed the solitude of my own room so 
mueh as on my retgrn, for then I eould 
taste freely the 1uxury of eontemplating 
the resemblanee of him^ who> though 
absent from my embraee, yet lived in 
my heart, and kept possession of my 
thoughts." 

Dudley kissed her blooming eheek-— 
*' Sweetest AIthea> as you value my peaee^ 
hasten your departure from this house ! 
I wisH not to infect you by Aears wbieh - 

^ tOL. I. G 
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:9eecn groundless ; yet I ean searee bc- 
lieve that sueh e?tquisite bliss is in stare 
for me, as to poaaess entirely, and to live 
under the same robf witb, my be}oved 
Altheai. My adored wife ! the exqess of 
my tend^rness makes me tremble at the 
idea of any harm that may happen tx> 
yow ; the biare possibility of whieh robs 
niy nights of their aeeuSrtomed repose. 
From dream^ of happiness I wake f€V€r- 
ish and unrefreshed. In vain I streteh 
forth my arms, and eall on my Althea; 
my wife — she hears me not — she is un- 
eonseious of my distress. Oh, my bc- 
loved! already have you estranged your- 
tself too long from the husband who 
adores you, and who Iives but for you ! 
Shorten, then^ our eruel separatron; and 
}et us Ry to tbat retireooent so eange* 
nial with ourdispositionsandour mutual 
love/* 

** Ah, traitor V* eried the eountess, 
*^ yau have ehoeen a moment to p}ead 
youreause^ when your owb iiln^s^^ and 
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my weak, foolish heart, renders it im* 
possible to deny your request. Find, 
therefore, a temporary abode to receivc 
us^ and I wili no longer resist your en- 
treaties, but aeeompany you to it, as 
soon as it is got ready« Nay, moderate 
your transport, my Edmund ; I, in re- 
turn, beseeeh you to attend to the advice 
of doetor Bennet, and remain at home 
all this day, to nurse yourseif. This you 
must promise, or I will not — " 

Dudley stopped her mouth with his 
kiss ; atid as he really found himself still 
iinweli, agreed to her desire; though 
had he follo«red the bent of his own in^- 
dinations, he would have gone immedi- 
ately in quest of a house^ and have ear» 
ried oiT in triumph his Althea the same 
night. 

Wishing to speak to Gourteney, the 
eountess aeeompanied him to his apart* 
ment, where their new arrangement was 
eonlided to the keeping of this treaehe- 
rous enemy, wbo, with ewery appear** 

<: 3 , aiiee 
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anee of aATeetionate solieitude for their 
welfare, approved of the design, and 
prayed to Heaven that nothing might 
happen to delay the eompletion of their 
happiness. 

On Dudley's quitting the ehamber of 
Courteney, he heard the voice of the 
earl in the drawing-room, and hastened 
to pay his respeets to him. Not as usual 
did the earl greet his young favourite. 
Goldly expressing his sorrow at hearing 
of his iilness> his iordship turned to the 
eountess, and told her that he was re*- 
joiced to see her so perfectly recovered 
from the indisposition of yesterday; and * 
as they were going to a musieal party at 
the duehess of Fitz-Aubin's, he hoped 
she would not have aoy return of her 
headaehe. 

Th€ eountessblusbed, looked cot)ftised, 
and Ieft the room ; while Dudley, who 
had been aeeounting to lady Wilraing- 
ton for his absenee, felt himsel^ hurt 
And surprised at ibe sudden ebange ia 

the -^, 
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the manners of the earl, and withdrew 
shortly after. 



CHAP. VI. 

DaDLEY had no sooner quitted the mar^- 
ehioness's than lord Mortimer proeeeded 
to the apartment of the eountess, whom 
he found in earnest conversat]on with 
Mrs. Mason^ who retired on his entraneeu 
Lady Garoline, his sister's little girl, wase 
playing on the Aoor with some of the 
eountess's trinkets. Running to her un- 
ele, she elimbed his knees> to receive her 
aeeustomed kiss^ and then seated herself 
in the lap of her indulgent eousin. 

'* My Althea," said the earl, tenderly 
taking her hand, and plaeing himseir by 
her side, *' } wish to speak to ^you oa 
a subject whieh is of importanee to the 
happiness af your father, and, I hope^ 

6 3 equaILy 
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equally so to yourself. You haye long 
known that it has been the chief wish of 
my heart to see you married to theduke 
of Fitz-Aubin; his rank, his personal ac- 
eoniplishments, his disposition, and prin- 
eiples, all render him worthy of your 
atTeetion, I have not hurried on the 
liiateh, mydeargirl, beeause I was desi- 
rousthat ydu should know a little of th'e 
world and its eustoms before you beeame 
duehess of Fitz-Aubin. The delieate at- 
taehment of his graee has hitherto kept 
him silent. Perhaps, also, he had another 
mptiye, my Althea, for not explicitly de- 
elaring to you his ardent passion — a m'o- 
tive wWeh must raise him in your opi- 
iiion^ but whieh^ I trust^ is eauseless. 
The high estimation in whieh weall hold 
young Dudley, your retired edueation^ 
and ignoranee of life, my ehild/hasied 
you to express yo\irself tob ffeely, and 
to shew more interest in the welfare of 
Edmund than a girl of your age and 
high rank ought to do. I would not 

eheek 
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eheek the atniable sineerity of your na- 
ture, my Ahhea, were it not liable to 
wong eonstruetions. That you should 
be sensibie to the merits and siiperior 
talents of ouryoung friend, is what I eK- 
peeted ; but my dear girl must not for- 
get the exalted situation in whieh she wa» 
born^ the eharaeter she has to support 
in the world ; she must repress the exu- 
beranee of her friendly sentiments/ leet 
they should be supposed to spring froni 
warmer feermgs.'^ 

The eountess eoloured deeply ; her 

•€onfusion was notieed by her father, wha 

eontinued — *' My dearest Althea, why 

*this embarrassment ? yoii blush, my ehild, 

at the possibitity of so improper a re- 

port beeoming eurrent It is my duty, 

as a father, to speak ipore explicitly. 

Yes, Althea, it is with the deepest regret 

that I am forced to assure you, that it is 

^ this supposition alone whieh has kept the 

. duke from more openly avowing his ten- 

derness; and I this morning learnt from 

G 4 his^ 



128 tHE HYP0€R1TE. 

his mother his delieaey and' his fears^ 
Confident that they were groundless, I 
assured her of his error; and that sueb 
an idea might be for e^er stiAed in its 
birth, I proposed that his graee shoDld 
immediately follow the diclatesof hisowa 
beart ; and in beeoming your husband^ 
prove the falsity of his own suspieioDS, 
and those of others. Yau are silent, my 
daughter. Believe rae, nothing. else is 
left to €onvince the world of its mistake; 
and though I ean make allowanee for 
your surprise, in having innoeently given 
rise to so erroneous an opinion^ yet, 
after what I have said, my Althea, I shall 
expect that you are more guarded in-you.f 
future eonduet to Dudley, and less re- 
served towards the duke, whom you will 
heneiiorward receive as oue shortly to 
beeome your husband." 

The earl rose, and embraeed the eoun- 
tess, who, trembling with the eonseious- 
ness of having aeted with duplieit)'', 
dared not eneounter the eyes of ber fa'- 

ther — 
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ther — ^' To-night, Althea^ let your beha» 
\iour conv]nce his graee that you are 
sensible o( the fault you haye^ througb 
your ignoranee, eommitted; and that you 
are willing to listen to his o/Ters and his 
love." 

Saying this, lord Mortiraer quitted the 
ehamber of the eountess, \iho, as she 
wept at the reeolleetion of the pain her 
disobedienee would eause her father^ felt 
some reUef to her sorrow in ealling to 
mind the wonth of him for whom she had^ 
braved her parent's displeasure. 

,The little daughter of the marchioness> . 
by every ehildish artifice, tried to stop 
her tears — ^' Nasty duke !" said the loveljr 
prattler; '^ I will never kiss him again, 
if he makes you ery. I don't like him^ 
so well as I do Mr, Dudley — do you, Al— 
thea ? shall I go and £etch hioi to eomr^ 
fort you ?" 

" No, my darling/' replied the eoun*- 
tess, kissing her rosy eheek^ and fearing 
the inAuenee of her innoeenl;, tongue; 

a5 «^-it^ 
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** it is not the duke that has tnade me 
try ; but I fcar my dear Tather is angry 
with me." 

'• Oh ! I will go and fetch him baek." 
The eountess, however, sueeeeded in 
quieting her little favonrite, and then 
eonsigned her to the eare of her maid. 
Ringing for Mrs. Mason, she repeated 
to this faithful woman what had been the 
subject of the earl'seon^ersation. 

" Sinee there is no remedy, my lady, 
for what has happened, I think, with 
Mr. Dudley, that the^sooner yoa quit 
this house the better. Your present si- 
tuation will not admit of mueh longer 
eoneealment; and I already tremble lest 
you should injure yourself by your en- 
deavours to eoneeal the alteration in your 
shape. Tenderly as the earl Ioves you; 
it would be highly improper for you io 
eneounter his resentment, untii after 
your confinement. Do then, my dear 
eountess, hasten as mueb as possible you^ 
departure.** 

** I have 
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^^ I have to-day eonsented to the eoti-' 

stant pleadings of my Bdmund/' replied' 
his Althea; ^' and you, Mason^ shall eall 
at his lodgings to-night^ with a letter 
from me ; but as be was Tery unwell, say 
not a word of my father's intentions^ or 
the duke'ssuspieions, lest they should ]n« 
erease his illness, Ah^ Mason, howcom« 
parative]y light my heart will feel, when- 
this important seeret is divulged ! yet il 
will require ali the matehless tenderness • 
of my Edmund to hush the upbraidin^' 
of ray own eonseienee, iithbn I have Aown^ 
from tbe proteeting arms whieh have 
fostered me with all a parent's fondnesd- 
during my infancy« Pather of Heavcn!* 
rorgive this firstact of disobedienee, and' 
grant that the dear infant whieh wiit-^ 
shprtly see the light may not, in itsturn^ 
make me feel the bitter pang of an un^ 
grateful and self-directed ehild ! Mason^*- 
rfear that my uneasiness^ last night^ ha^i» 
bastened my fate." 

'* Porobably it may; but yourladyship^ 

0^4! laust^ 
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mi2sf not suATer it to aiTeet yoa. It is wbat 
yoii ought to have been prepared for ; 
I only wonder that my lord did nol sus- 
peet 'your attaehment iong ago. Harris 
has spoken to me^ in ebnfidence, on the 
subject/ several times ; but knowing his 
high Yeneration far his niaster» and the 
earl's great regard for him> I was always 
careful of my replies, though I believe 
Harris too niueh attaehed to your lady- 
ship to betray/ even tb my lord, any 
tbing that would give you a moment*» 
pain/' , • • 

" I vaTue him mueh/' sard tbe eotin^ 
less, ^' for he has grown gr^y in ,the ser- 
vice of my father ; yet, Masoi>^ I would 

■ 

not tax his Sdelily so severely as to en- 
Irust him with a seeret of sueh itnport- 
anee to the peaee of his master. No, my 
dear nurse, you only are fil to be ihe 
confidant of my — imprudenee, I would 
bave said ; but whehever I mean f o ac- 
euse myself, the image of my heloyed 
Oudley eomes aeross my mind, and 

eharms 
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rharms away my penitenee and 8e1f-Te- 
proaeh. So dearly do I love that dan- 
gerous pleader, that were I stripped of 
rank and fortune, and turned adrift in 
the world to earn my own bread, joy- 
fully would I elasp the author of my ruin 
to my heart^ and in his arms find a remu- 
neration for the loss of ali." 

*' Alas, my lady !" replied the intelli- 
gent nurse of Althea^ "your words and 
looks so strongly remind me of the late 
eountess, your exemplary motber, that 
1 eduld almost fancy I saw her now be-' 
foreme/' 

" Indeed, Mason ! surely my dear mo- 
ther eoiild have no eause to expfess her- 
self in the same terms as her daughter? 
Married to my father, by the eonsent of 
her family and her own heart, she must 
have been a stranger to the hopes and 
fears whieh agitate mine." 

Mrs. Mason shook her head, ahd 
sighed deeply — '' Would to Heaven that 

your 
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your opihion was true ! then, perhapfr 
my angel mistress might have still exist- 
ed; and by her presenee and advice have 
guided and assisted your ladyship under 
your present difficulties/' 

*' You surprise and alarra me," replieet 
the eountess. '^ Dear Mason, I know 
how highly you were valued by my mo- 
ther, and that it was her last wish that 

« 

you should never leave her ehild. Be 
more explicit ; fear not to trust your 
Althea with the seerets of that bel6ved- 
parent, whose loss your watchful tender- 
ness has so faithfully endeavoured to.^ 
supply." 

Mrs. Mason relumed the embraee oP 
the eountess with maternal fondness, and. 
{)romised, at a more convenient time, to 
gratify her very na^ural euriosity — 
'* What I shall have to relate/' said she,. 
^ will not assist to exh]Iarate your lady- 
ship; and tfaerefore I eould wish to 
postpone my narration until a futur6 

opportunity. 
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opportunity. All that we have now to 
eonsider is, the hastening of your depar- 
ture from this >house/' 

The eountess reluetantly assented to 
the prtident wishes of her nurse. Her 
spirits were low, from the conversation 
of the earl ; and she began to fepl, for 
the first tirae, some of those forebodings 
wbieh had tormented the be]oved eause 
of her disobedienee. 

III ealeulated to disguise her feelings, 
or wear ai\, air of cheerfuInesB foreign 
to her heart, the eountess's looks were 
not sueh as to inspire the duke witb 
thos^ de]ightful hop(?s whieh the asser- 
tions of herTather had in the roorning 
• given birth to. In vain he exerted all 
his e]oqueDce, and fascinating talents^ 
to seeure the attention of the beautiful 
daughter of ]ord Mortimer. He found 
ber eold and unmoved by his tender as- 
siduities; and he more than ever fe)t hi$ 
fornr)er suspieions confirmed^ tbai hetr 

aiTeetions 

3 
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aATeetions were engaged to young Dud* 
ley. 

He had aeeompanied her in an exqui- 
site Italian air, the tenderness of v^hich 
had been keenly felt by himself. His 
own ardent passion was to be seen in hb 
expressive features, and in the touehing 
languishment of his fine eyes; yet those 
of the ]ove1y eountess bore no testimoDy 
of reeiproeal emotions. His graee sigh- 
ed as he led her from the instrument; 
YihWe lady Sarah rallied her ujimercifully 
upon her insensibility. 

The eountess felt that she was not in- 
sensible^ blushed^ and looked unusually 
embarrassed. 

As soon as her tormenting friend had 
left her, the duke ventured to take her 
hand, and pressing it gently, said— 
*' Dearest Althea, I will no longer dis-- 
tress you by my attentions; 1 feel my 
own inability to inspire you with that 
alTeetion whieh eonsumes tnyselH I da 

not 



THE HYPOGRITB. IST 

iiot reproaeh you with indiATerenee or 
eoldness; no, enehanting girt ; a Tonn^ 
a Paee^ a mind^ like yours, betrays no 
want oT sensibility. I alone am to blame. 
Had I been so Tortunate as to have seea 
you earlier, I might, perhaps^ have been 
more successful. Start not, beloved Al* 
thea; fearnotmy jealousy. Althoughmy 
passion ean never abale — although my 
love will eontinue whiie I existy and pre- 
vent my espousing any other> yet so dear- 
ly^so purely^do I adore you, that Isaeri- 
fice my own happiness to promote yours. 
BeIoved Althea, I resign all pretensions 
to the glory of ealling you mine. Think 
iiot of my suiTerings in so doing; think 
only of my friendship i tax it to the 
utmost ; you shall find me worthy to be 
triisted. Do not tremble^ Althea; Iknow 
Yourseeretattaehment — I lament it, even 
more for your sake than my own. Can 
I assist you ? ean I serve you ? confide 
in the honour of him who would die to 
<Misure your felicity," 

Surprised^ 
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Surprlsed, confused^ yet trembling 
yfhh gratitude and admiration, the eoun-* 
tess nearly fainted in his arms. Recover- 
ing, however, by the assistanee of his 
smelling-bottle, she gave him a look 
>vhich almost repaid him for what he had 
suiTered. 

** Do not distress yourself, my adored 
friend/' said the duke, *' to reply to 
me — I know what you would say. , Suffer 
me to eall on you to-morrow ; I wish to 
speak to you alone. Yet fear not my 
intentions; bc]ievc me, I have only your 
interest at heart ; and how to seeure it 
will now be thesole 6bject of my studies.*^ 

He rose, and hastily quitted her, leav- 
ing her deeply impressed with the nable 
generosity of his eonduet. 

Sueh a man," thought the eountess, 

is worthy to beeome the friend of my 
Edmund. How ineessantly shall I pray 
for his repose, arid that he may be able 
fo transfer his affections to one eapable 
0{ returning them 1" 

Wilh 
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With siekening apprehension she per- 
ceived the eyes of her father were di- 
reeted to herself the whole of tbe even- 
ing; and in spite of the noble ^riendship 
of the duke, she returned to her bome in 
worse spirits than she had Ieft it. 

The first inquiry of the eountess was 
aHer her beIoved Dudley. Mrs. Mason 
presented her with a letter from bim, 
whieh eonsiderably relieved her anxiety 
on his aeeount. He was better tban he 
had expected, 'and attributed it solely Xo 
his having seen her in the morning* He 
purposed going out early tbe ensuing 
day, to fix on a retreat suitabie to receive 
•hisadored Althea ; and dwelt with rap- 
ture on the happiness they should enjoy 
in eaeh other's soeiety, uninterrupted by 
the presenee of any intruders. 

Wilh all the solieitude of real tender- 
ness, the beautitul wife of Dudley ques-* 
tioned her nurse respeeting his looks, 
nnd all that he had said. The answers of 
Mason eontributed to eompose her mind ; 

and 
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and she retired to rest fiill of love for 
her husband^ and gratitude for bis gene*- 
rous rival. 

Not so lord Mortimer; his suspieions 
had been awakened by the restless ui>- 
easiness whieh the eountess had displayed 
at the absenee of Dudley, and her mani- 
fest indifrerence to the aATeetionate atten- 
tions of the duke of Fitz-Aubin. Alarm- 
ed at the possibility of what he iiow, for 
the Arst time, began to suspeet^ he raa 
over^ . in his own mind, the eonduet of 
the loYers sinee they had met. A Variety 
of little eireumstanees now oeeurred fo 
his reeolleetion^ whieh strengthened his 
fears; and the' friendly conversation 
whieh took plaee between himself and 
the mother of the dake next morning» 
served only to inerease his terrors. 

From what he had said to the eountess 
on his return from her graee, he fully 
€xpected to have seen the diike meet 
with a far diATerent reeeption. During the 
wbole of theeveninghe carefully watehed 

^ "^ the 
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tlne looles and aet'ions of his daughter ; but 
neither aATorded him any eonsolation. 

Dotingly fond of this only hope of 
his family^ he yet felt that should she 
really have allowed her aATeetions to be- 
eome engaged to Dudley, and eontinued 
to persist in rePusing the love of the 
duke^ he should exert all his parental au- 
thority to convifice her orher folly, and 
to eompel her to unite herselT with one 
.preeminently qualified to render her 
happy. 

He now^ for the fifst time^ intimated 
Ihs painful suspieions to his sister ; and 
felt some eonsolation that she had not 
observed any thing whieh eould autho- 
rize therti. Still he waS not satisfied ; it 
was an atTair of too mueh importanee to 
pass over lightiy ; and he determined to 
trust in the grateful protestations of 
Gourteney^ and eonSde to him his un- 
pleasant surmises. 

At any other time, and upon any other 
occasion> the noble mind of lord Morti- 

mer 
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mer would have seorned to qaestion the 
tiitor of his nephews; yet now he anx- 
iously sought a conference with him, and 
^ven serupled not to solkit his confi« 
denee in return. 

This was more than Gourteney had 
dared to hope for— rtts was beyond bis 
most sanguine expectation$. It was now 
in his power to eATeet the ruin of the 
iinsuspieious Dudley, eternally oblige 
his lordship, ensure hisown present good 
fortune by the gratitude of the family, 
and betray his friend, without appearing 
to be the willing agent of his destrue- 
tion. 

Lord Mortimer notieed not the ma- 
lignant exu]tation whieh Aoshed the 
eheek, and gave a momentary fire to the 
eyes of Leopold, who, with all possibl^ 
humility, and well-dissembled sorrow, la- 
mented that any thing had oeeurred to 
give his lordship pain, and hoped that 
his fears,were onfounded. 

Tlie earl fixed his penetrati^g eyes on 

those 
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those of the hypocrite, who immediately 
east his on the ground, with well-feigned 
eonrusioD, as if unable to eneounter the 
fceen glanee of his lordship. 

'' I appeal to you, Mr. Gourteney/' 
said the earl, *' believing you to be a 
man of striet honour and integrity, and 
feeUng eonseious that you have the power 
to relieve my present anxiety, or to 
confirm my fears. You have the means 
of rendering me the most essential ser- 
^iee — of m^king me your debtor for 
iife ; and though I honour you for seek- 
ing to eoneeal the errors of your frlend, 
yet, in this instanee, you may, by be-^ 
traying hiai, preserve him from eternal 
misery, and save the dignity of a family 
whose gratitude to yourseIf ean never 
eease, and who will saeredly eoneeal the 
pame of him to whom they are indebted 
Tor its preseryatron. 

Gourteney tried to appear raore and 
more embarrassed; he took eare, how- 
cver. that his looks shbuld eonHrm th<]r 

suspieions 
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snspieions of lord Mortimer, who ^aid^ 
" You are but a bad dissembler^ Mr. Cour- 
reney. In the expression oF your eoun'' 
tenanee I too plainly perceive a confir* 
mation oP all my dDubts. Your friend 
has proved unworthy of my regard. 
l?orgetful of the v^st diATerenee betweeil 
him and the tountess of Brandon^ he has 
arrogantly presumed upon the esteem 
^nd notiee whieh he has met with, and> 
perhaps, has even dared to raise his as- 
piring thoughts to the possession of bet 
hand.'' 

'* Gompose yourself, my lord, I beseeeh 
you/* replied Courteney ; '* my Triend 
may have been sedueed to love, by the 
niatehless beauty of the eountess, but he 
would never be s6 base as to solieil o^ 
^xpect a return. Think, my lord, Kow 
great has been the temptation whieh he 
has eonstantly been exposed to, rrotlt 
almost daily assoeiating with her lady- 
ship — from being treated with parental 
kindness by yourself, whose liberality 

of 
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©T mind may, perhaps, have eontrlbuted 
'towards his presumptipn. Relyingupoa 
"yottr ]ordship*s kindness and generosity, 
as weil as the friendiy eonduet of thb 
eountess, my poor friend may haveyield- 
^d inv6luntarny to tlie alhiring situatidn 
in whieh he has been plaeed." 

^' No, no, Mr. Courteney/' hastily eK- 
^laimed lord Mortimer ; *' your friend- 
ship may seek to gloss over theingrati* 
'ltide of huraati nature, biit it eannot ex- 
xusje the vidlation of the implied eonil- 
^enee whitrh was reposedin Mr. Dudley. 
'lntrodueed into my family by sir Thomas 
Perey, his taletits, his tnerrts, his fasci^ 
nating eIoqucnce, soon rendered hira the 
^hgeet of our regard and attention. I 
l&now not tbat I ever thought so highly of, 
or Telt more interested for, any maA be-"^ 
Tore, sav^ one, whora he strongly resem- 
ble&^ and he aho basely betrayed my 
eemSding tenderness, and stole frpm me 
a treasure, at that time far dearer thaa 
jexisteace.*' 

voL. I, H The 
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The earl paiised, as if habourlng und^ 
*some painful reeolleetions; he then eon*- 
tinued — " I would not allow myself to 
be pTejudiced against Dudley, beeause 
his features and manners reminded me 
»of a perddi'ous relative; but, on*thexon- 
trary, freely be^towed on him all *the no- 
i\ce and kindness of whieh I believed him 

# 

Avorthy. "I eonsider myself, Mr. eour- 
^eney, as the most unfortunate of men> 
•the most unhappy of fathcrs.. No alter- 
•iiative is left me but to see my only 
,child, whose rank and beauty ought to 
^laee her in a still more exalted station^ 
•beeonie the wife of a young man, an or- 
phan, whom nobody ean even tell from 
"ivhat family he sprung, or to wiiat name 
he has a right — or, by exerting my au- 
thority as a parent, beeome, perhaps,--ber 
<les(royer, and sacrifice the best and sweet- 
est aATeetions of her solil to the.dignity 
■of her birth, and the opinion af the 
4vorld." 

Tears gushed from ihe eyes of lord 

Mortimer* 
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Mortirtier, an\l he eovered his face with 
t>ne hdml, while with the other lvc pressei 
<hat df Gourteney. 

** My dear lord, yott aATeet me; I ean^ 
tiot bear to seeyou thus. — Oh, Dudlei^ 
tny friend, my imprudent friend !*— I ara 
distressed, perple^ed, and searee know 
%vhat I say, but that your ^lordship may 
eommand me to th^ iitmost of my abi- 
5ities in'l'his unhappy'business." 

" Thank ytou, tny worthy friend. With 
^hame «nd bitter anguish i confess to 
you, that it is my fixed opinion that the 
•eountess loves thisrash yoUng man. The. 
eoldness «f her behavioiir to the duke orf 
iFitz-Aubin, eontrasted whh the anima- 
ting pleasure she evinces at the appeai^ 
anee af Dudley, too well justify niy sus- 
pieions. ^^ell me, -eourteney, with sin- 
eerity, do you not believ€ that she is at- 
taehed to your friend ?" 

" I know not how to reply, my lord," 
said the wily dissembler; 'Mdread to 
add to your present agitation; yet sinee* 

h2 you 
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you h2LYe eohdeseended to honour m^ 
Mith your <H)nfidencej and appealed te 
tny sineerrty, 1 am •unwHliogly oblrged 
to aeknowledge that I have long enler- 
tained the same suspieions; and onee I 
fiaw — but, my lord, as nothing but >he 
Tespeet and gratiti^de whieh I feel for 
Tour lordship and the marehioness eouW 
induee me to betray the fraihy of my 
friend, I irust that no eonsideration wiM 
■proiriptyour lordship to hint even that 
your knowledge of the fact was obtatned 
from me.** 

'' On my honour, and the word of a 
.gentleman, I promise that yoin' naioe 
^hall newr eseape .m>y Hps. But what 
did you see?" hastily inquircd the earl. 

^' With sorrow I sholl repeat it," eon- 
tinued the false friend of the generous 
Dudley; ** I had-been out one day with 
=«ny belov€d puprls, who, on our return, 
went ir^to the drawing-room> and I pro- 
eeeded to my own apartments. I heardithe 
i^oie^ of the.eountess^ «peaking ln aoeeott^ 

of 



of tenderness to some person. Wonder- 
ing who it eould be^ and what eould in- 
duee her ladyship to visit my ehamber, 
I hesitated whether I should enter. The 
door was not entirely elosed; and on^ 
moving forward, I .perGeivcd that her 
eompanion lyas my ^riend. The aATee- 
tionate familiarity of his reply to what 
sh^ h2[d sai4> ^be rapture whieh glowe(| 
in every feature, ashe pressed theeoun- 
tess ta his bosom^ surprised, alarmed, and 
convinced me that my. feara^ werejusf^ 
But you are pale> tmy lord ; lean on me 
for support; . recover yourself, my dear 
tord^^ailmay yet Be welP/* 

Wiih difficulty Iprd Mortim.er kept hii" 
seat ; he gasped for breath ; and Gburte- 
ney saw that for.the eompletion of his 
plan, enough had been said. The seeret 
of their marriage he determined shoiild. 
be divulged by the eountess herself. 

, " Oh, my Althea!'* groaned the agi- 
tated father; ^' and is this the reward oP 

ft3^ ali. 
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all my eonstant solieitude — of iny nn^ 
wearied eare to render yoii worthy tlre 
rank for whieh you were designed ! The 
ingratitude of I>udley is light; when eom- 
pared to thine } Where was the brush- 
ing modesty, the vrrgin delleaey, whieh 
shrinks fix)m the gaze of man, and for 
whieh she has always been admired.^ 
where was it when she permitted that 
daring youth to viokte the saeredness of 
her person — when she eondeseended te* 
listen to his presumptnous passion ?" 

*' Alas, my lord ^" replied his demo^ 
niae hearer, *' you forget that love, Irke 
a stauneh republiean, brings cvery thing 
to its own ]eveK*' 

" Trae^** said the earl ; f' but sinee the 
eountess has forgot what isdue to her* 
self and me, I must lose no time in de- 
eiding upon the'best and moit efiectual 
means of restoring her to a just sense Gf 
the unpardonable impropnety of whieh 
she has been guilty. She m-ust be in- 

stantiy 
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smntly remove<l ^o a plaee where ber 
Ioverwill not find it either safe or easy^ 
to have aeeess to her/' 

The earl then qiiitt4^ Gourteney, \o 
edTnmunieate to his sister thepainful dis< 
covery whieh he h«d made. 

Lady Wilmi»gton heard it with un- 
feigned regret. She esteemed Dudley,, 
and l<>ved her nieee ; yet she perfectl)r 
eoineided in the opinion of her brother, 
withrespeet to the removal of the eoun- 
tess^ whrte she feh nrost keenly the ne* 
eessity whieh epmpelled him to have re-- 
sort to a measure that must appear strange 
aml mysterious to all theiracquaintance». 
v*^ho knew that he had fixed his departure^ 
f>^r the middle of June ; it would like-* 
wise confirm the suspieions of ihe duke* 
niid his molher, whom she advised her- 
brother to trust with the disagreeable sc— 
eret. 

Lord Mortimer approved of this sug- 
g€stion/aml retired to write to her graee,, 

ii.4 ands 
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V 

and to give private ordei^ to Harris lo» 
make ready for his Lntended ^ourney. 



CHAP. vir; 

While the fate of tfie eountess v^as thus* 
hastily deeided on^ siie was antieipating. 
pleasur€s whieh she was destined- neveK 
to enjoy. Iler interview with the duke 
of Fitz-Aubin served only to inerease 
her admiration of his eharaeter, and to 
heighten the esteem whieh she had ey^er 
felt for his virtues. 

Prompted by the noblest solieitude for 
the peaee of hee whom he no longer 
eonsidered as his future wife, his graee 
requested a private eonPerenee wilb the 
youthful eountess; and when they were 
nlone, entreated her to forget his former 
pretensidns, and to regard him only ia 
the light of a brother. 

^ I bescet:I\ 
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" I be^eeeh you/*. said the diike, ^' la 
repose the same confidence in my ho- 
nour and affecHon aa if I were really a^ 
elosely related to yoii. Tell me, amiable 
Althea^ ean the interest whieh I possess 
be e^^erted to servet».the fortunate, the. 
happy Dudley ? Command my fortunef— 
my pow«r — myself t AU that I seek is^ 
the promotion of your happhiess — alt 
that I possess^is valueless in my eyes, uii- 
less it ean be renderedu. 8erviceable Uk 
you/' 

The eonntess, unable to reply> pressed 
his hand tober lips^ in token of hergra- 
tttude. A tear feU on her owd^ whieh 
the duke hastrly kissed oflf; 

. ^' Adorable Ahhea t^ster ! Triend ! da 
Rot doubt my profesaion&»'* 

''Oh! 1 do not doubt,V faihtly ro^ 
pliedthe k)vely wifc of Dudley^" bul 
my surprise, my admiration, at sueh un^ 
&xpected goodness> . prevenls my doing 
justice tQ my own feeling3.^' 

r*^ Dearest AUheal." .exclain[ied .^^-^ 

. • "^^ £tuce, 
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graee, *' I wonder not that yoiiT astonish-» 
ment should be excited^ that one who> 
like me, is sanetioned to st^ieit yom 
band^ not onIy.quietly resigns it to ano* 
ther/ btit even ent^eats to be made the 
instrument of raisinghis riyal to an emi- 
nenee more worthy of you. Oh, Aithea ! 
ean any thing more forcibly speak the 
disinterestednessof my passion, the pu- 
rity, the tenderness of my love? Doting 
<Mi you to madness — eonseious that no 
other woman will ever be able to eATaee 
yoor image.from my mind; lyet volonta- 
rily resign you, dooming myse}f to be fon 
ever analien to that bliss whieh niy ima^ 
gination had Vain1y pietured wx)uld be 
my Tot as your husband !. Dudley's ado- 
ration eannot exceed mine ! Say, Althea^ 
woukl he make -an equal saieriAee ? have 
I not some elaim to youp /riendship^ if 
not to your love?** 

'' The strongest/* replied the eountess^ 
wiih quickness, while the tears of aARpe* 
tionate gratitude trembled in ber eyes ; 

^<youf 
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•your graee will ever hold xhe seeond 
X plaee in niy heart, will ever be next io^^ 
bim who alone possesses the power to 
have rendered me insensible to worthr 
like yours. A tirae may eorae, and that" 
not ftir distant» when I may olaim your 
generous interference m my favour. 
Forgive me if I do notspeak more ex- 
plieitly. Deepry impressed with a-sens© 
of your kindness and generosrty, be as- 
sured that'while I exist you will ever be« 
dear to me; and that, in theeourse of a 
few daysy yo« will be convinced of the? 
r^adinesswrth whieh I shall-solieit theaid 
and eoumels of my adopted: brother/' 

" Beloved sister ! for sueh*, m spite of 
the tumultuous tbrobbrngs of roy bosom^ 
l'wiirealt you, trust me, that when that 
happens, you shall iind me alt that you^ 
wish. Should the earl inquire the eause- 
of my present visit, let him .believe that*^ 
its object was to deelwe my love> and 
tiiat you neither ref«sed'nor aeeepied- 
my proposals. Tell also the enviablei.- 

n.Ok^ th€& 
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the highIy-favoured I>udley, that in sst^ 
crificing to him my priorelaim to tiie 
possession of a treasure whieh in my es^ 
timation is matehless^ that no lukewarm; 
passion inAueneed my eonduet; the soul 
of Fitz-AubiR is devoted alone to the 
happiness of Althea^ to seeure whieh he 
yields to him the woman wbom he idol* 
izes^ and asks only in return> that he wilt 
guard with uneeasing earethe idol orour: 
mutual adoration/' 

Pearing to trust any longer to his own. 
feelings^ the duke took Ieave of the eoun-* 
tess, more fn love, if possible, than evcri. 
y^t firm in his resolution of nobiy saeri* 
ficing every personal eonsideration of 
felicity to promote hers. 

Gontrary to the expectatioiv. of her 
ladyship, lord Mortimer did not ask a 
single question eoneerning her priyate 
conversation with his graee. His opi- 
nion was fixed^ his plan was formed, and 
it onWremained for him to annoimee \t 
to his daughter. 

This. 
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This, however, it was not his intention 
to do until after they had lBft town, lest. 
s^e should find an opportunity to i;onvey; 
the intelligeRee to her Iover. His lord- 
ship therefore merely requested her tioh 
be ready eariy tlie nexi morning to ac- 
eompany him upon a visit^ whieh migh^ 
detain them a week or ten days. 

The Gountess^ astonished at the sud- 
dennes&of the journey^ timidly inquired 
if she might not be informed the name 
of thefriend to whom they were going? 

The earl, forcing a smile> replied — 
'' that he meant to surprise her^ and 
should therefbre keep her ia &uspense> 
UDtil they arrived at the plaee of their 
destinatiom" 

. She next applied to her aunt ; bnt 
lady Wilmington evaded her questions; 
and, as they were engaged that evening 
to a large party, advised her to lose no 
tim^ in giving the neeessary orders to 
Mason, as the earl intended to set otit by 
$tx in the mornlng. 

The 
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Tfie distressed Allhea no sooner eom* 
munieated her journey to her faithftrl' 
nurse, ^han the affectJonate ereature im- 
mediately suapeeted it» real import. Un- 
vrilling, however, to infect her beloyed' 
diild by her fears, and hoping tbat riiey 
might be unfounded, she proceeded''to< 
paek up what she thought would be re— 
quisite> should their stay be of a longer 
duration than lord Mortimer had men- 
tioned ; while her mistress sat down to^ 
write the unweleome news to Dudlew 
whom she expected to eall in,thc eoutse 
af the evening. 

Conviii<:i34 how se'verely he would feel- 
ber absenee, and at a time when he was- 
fondly antieipating her speedy elope-» 
ment, ihe eountess aATeeted a gaiety of 
style whieb ill-aeoorded with the heavi- 
ness of her heart. She proraised to 
write to him as soon as she arrived at the 
Kouse of her. falhers friend; and bade 
Wm not give way to useless vexat]on« 
sinee li^r journey might ultiraately prove^ 

for 
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fl»r the besl^ as sh'e determihed^ shoulel 
her father ppolong his visit, to fly to the ^ 
open arms oP her dear and best^belpved 
Bdmund. This letter she entrusted to 
the pertidieus Gourteney ;- conjuring bim 
to db ali in his power to sooth and eom-^ 
fort his Piiend. 

Had the heart of tiie hypoerite beat 
v^ith one pulse of humanity, he would 
havebeen sdftened by the imeresting si- 
tuationand looks orthelov«)y eouiitess;' 
yet Gourteney, unmoved^ beheld one of 
the most amiable of her sex on the eve 
of being torn fronyall shevalued in the 
WdrkK Her youfh, herbeauty, hei^kinel^ 
ness towsirds bimself, .even tha cdnvic- 
t4on that he was striking deep into the 
fcearl of Dudley^ — of hiin whose peady 
fviendship had so aften saved his family 
fr6hi despair, and himself from a prison^ 
bad no effect on the base, malignantsoiirl 
of Leopold. He took the letler from the 
sweet v]ctim of bis treaehery^ and pro- 

mised 
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mised what he never inean^ to per^oriiit' 
-— to deliver it to her husband. 

Lord Moriimer now ealled hi& beauti-^ 
ful daughter, who^ with her aunt, aeeotn- 
panied him to lady Beat^moirt's. Here 
ihey were joined by the duke of Pita* 
Aubin and his mother, to whom the earl 
imparted th&motive af hi&inteade^ jour- 
ney. 

The duehess^ who was good-nature. it-^ 
self, lamenied thot so unpleasant a cir<^ 
pumstanee sbould have happened— '' But, 
my dear lord/' said the old lady-, '' let us 
bope that it is merely a girlisb predilee- 
tion^ and that. absenee from thie Oil^ject 
ofJt wilL.ere long^ restore tauaour Alr 
ibea. My son. shall follow you,:a9 $<>on •. 
a^ y^u think %i to. iavile biili. Ih the 
mean .ti-me^ my friendy do not afflict your-- 
^lf too heavily ; for I am eo&Yineed that 
Akhea's lQve and duty is so great, that 
wben ^he is removed from the sight and. 
conversation of youBg Dudley, your ad- 

vice.- 
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vice and authority wilt have.its due eATeet 
upon her mind." 

*' Heaven grant it may !" replied her 
father. " Under this Aattering hope l 
mean to stop at the Wi^derness until Bfter 
the birthday^ when my sister and her fa- 
mily will join us. We shall then pFO« 
eeed to tho Gastle, where I trust your 
j{race and the duke will pass the remain>- 
der of the summer, and where I will atil^ 
allo^w myseir to hope wilt be eelebrated 
the nuptinls of my misguided ehild;^ 
Should I, however, be deceived in my 
opinion of Althea's ialial reverence, your 
graee shall be instaiitly informed oF my 
disappointment. In that ease Ishall lose; 
no time in seeuring her within the walls 
of Mortimer Gastle, and safe beyond; 
even the possibility of Dudley'a seeing; 
her/' 

'' Sueh & measure will not, 1 trust, be 
neeessary/* replied the duehess. '* Alihe»-: 
is so gentle and aATeetionate, and my 
soii's good qi]alities are so numerous, that 

l will 
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I will not relinqnish the pleasing expw^ 
tation of yet ealling her niy daiighter."^ 

hi the eourse of the evening th(? duke, 
who had been informed by his mother 
of the earl's diselosure, sought an oppor- 
tunity to speak to the eountess^ or whom 
he inquired Dndle^^'s address? On see- 
ing her look surprised, he fiai4» — *' My 
dear sister need not hesitate t*o make ma 
acquainted with the abode of Mr. Dud- 
ley ; it may be in my power to serve him^ 
most efrectually/' 

Thc' eountess immedrately^ gave hiii 
graee the address of her husband. 

" Thank ypu," said he> pressing her 
haml te»der]yv " Torthis implied: eonfi- 
denee., Ydu- }eave town early in the 
raorning ;shoU'ld you stand in need of a- 
friend, remember, beloved Althea/to ap- 
ply to Fitz-Aubin." 

;. At the approaeh of hdy S^rah he quit- 
ted her; but his'Iook and manner sunk 
deep in the mind of the eountess. She 
wished, yet.eould not find an opportu- 

' niti- 
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ttUy orspeaking to him privately the re^ 
mainder of the night. The earl, remem- 
bering his ^ourney, returned home ear- 
Ker than iisual ; and the' eountess, glad 
of the same excuse, hastened to her eham- 
ber, where Mr«. Mason attended her. . 

" Has my Edmund been ? is there a- 
tetter, nuree?''' were the first inquiries oP 
the wife of Dudley. 

*' He hras noteaHed, my lady; but here 
is a U tter enelosed to me, as Mr, Dudley 
ft?ared that your ladyship would not be 
at home lifne enowgh for Mr. Gourteney 
to giVe it you to-night.** 

The ieouhtess hastily broke the seal-, 
and kisshng the well-knewn eharaeters^ 
itlt bei* sptrits revfve, as he assured- her 
that he was perfeCtly recovercd from hia 
1 Ddisposi4ion. His. ne^t intelligenee, 
ho\vever, gave her no small share of un*- 
oasine«s*>'he. i^ael seen/ii most desirable 
habillKrott ror their temperary abode^ 
d^iK) meant i^ oail en her next morning, 

t o 
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todeseribe its situtationi before he nnaU.y' 
agreed. to take ir. 

'^ Alas !" exclaimed the eountess; *' whal? 
will my dear Edmund ffiel qn Sndingtthat^ 
I am gone froni here i Oh^.Mason! wilL 
he not reproaeh his AIthea-for refusing> 
to eonsent to bis wishes ! Already I feel 
6onvinced that.Ihav^ been to blame;. and 
would give the world to ayoid thls Jour<*' 
ney. Would to Heaveii ,t|)al Ii<:pul(l es« 
eape to*'night!" 

*' That is imppssible/'; replied Mrs^ 
Mason ; '' it is too late to exeQute $uciv 
an imprudent and dapgerous idea.- Your 
]adyship must keep u^ your spirits». rf 
the worst eonnes to-.the wor&t, w^ ^an ap-> 
prize Mr. Dudley of our residenee; and 
with hitn for a pRQteotoF^ you need not 
fear to leare- the guardian^hip Qf my 
lord." 

The eountes^ ^S^i^ deeply^tthep took» 
up her pen^.and wrote^,few^>Ii9eajjn:a2)<^ 
^er to the letter qC herbeloved:£dmuncfe 



~'' You tettsit eotttri^e^r nurse> to >see 
Mr. Gourteney; herore we. S€j6 out ' It is 
:of consequence thart hi^ ^hould gtve this, 
.4vith my otber let^er, tp his rriend.** 
Then taking a Hghti sb'e proeeeded to 
the nursery^ to give a parting kiss to her 
little favourite. 

Short jind di$turbed were the slnmbet^ 
.t)f tbesiunoeent wife/of Dudley. The 
rpaleoASs tif ber eheek, and the languor 
^f heri ^e^ 'intiinarted ^o the watchful 
-earl the tinsettled st«te :.of lier mind. 
Her aunt, early as it ^s, had risen to 
ta}ce leave of them. Aiflfectionately em- 
^t>racing Iterniee.e, lady Wilmington said 
^~r" D^rest Althea, I^baHthink it long 
[iintil I see you again, and shall liasten 
imy own departure as mueh as possible.^ 

'' What do you measn» my dear aunt ? 
«urely my Taiher ivill not eemain with bts 
friend lobger ihan hfi told me ?** 

'' No, no/' replied the marehioness, 
.ponfusedIy; ^^butlhad some intention 
of fetching you home myself.'* 

Lord 



^ 



Lord Mortimer, taking thehatid''or hfe 

^aughter, now hurried her to thfe cjiN 

riage, Tollowed by Mason, whose suspN 

eioTis -were ^Vea[rly »increa3cd by this 

'speeeh of hdy ^Wilrningtdn's. 

The earl was tinusually Talkative. He 
saw and pitied the dejecTion whieh was 
but too visible on the eountenanee of 
the eouritess. ^RederubHng, ':therefare, 
his aATeetionrite aitentianS) he tried tb 
draw her from her melatiehaly retleetions, 
without lettrngyher perceive^hat he no- 
tieed^her \ineasrnessi 

<jraleful for the Idndness of her pa- 
rent, the eountess endeavoured to banish 
from her niind the feevere disappointmeTTt 
her Eomund would rccerve, and entered 
into diseourse with her father. 'On^ee dr 
twiee she inquired how far they were 
going? and notieed that they Were ifi 
the same road whieh they had travelled 
when they quitttdthe Wilderness. Lord 
Mortimer smiled, and ehanged the sub* 
ject. 

At 



At length^ howev^r, they eame wrthili 
sight of the vil]a o^ the marehiottess. 
The earriage stopped, and the eountess, 
*although greatly Tatigiied, felt a seeret 
pleasure at onee more entertng a house 
saeredly dear to her, as berng the seene 
of her first introduetion to Dudley, antl 
-the silent witness of their mutual tender- 
nesses. Sh^anxiousIy followed herfathcfr 
into the drawingroom, but no friend 
greeted their arrival. 

Lord Mortimer took herlian^, and led 
hdr to a seat — *' Ask no questions, ^my 
Althea ; you want rest and4-efreshment ; 
"to-morrow I wiH exp1ain the eause oT 
your berng'brought here." 

" And is this the end of our jotiTOey, 
-my dear Tarher ? and have you no friend 
rto visit ?" inquired the tremoling <:oun- 
• tess. 

*' You Torget what*I have just told 

•you, Althea ; go, my love, and prepare 

for dinner. There was a time when the 

soeiety of your father eonstituted your 

chief 
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rhief happiness — endeavour to let it ^d 

SQ.J[10W.*' 

The eountess was no sooner alone with 
1)er nurse^ than she ilung het arms round 
lier neek, atid sobbing with violence, ex^ 
daimed that she was betray^ — that she 
ivas eertain her Tather eould hav€ no other 
inotive in tringing her there but to se- 
parate her from Dudley. 

Mrs. Mason Tried to ^omfort her by 
every art in her power ; attd advised .het 
lo-ehange her dress, and atlend the ead 
in the dining-parlotir. UnwiUingly tht 
eountess yielded to the pruden^t advice 
of Mrs. Maspn ; and with ev€ry indieatioit 
of sorrow and indisposition, rehretantly 
took her seat at table. 

Their repast was almost.a sil^nt OTife. 
With difBculty the loveIy wife of Dudley 
forced herself to swallow a part of the 
delieaeies whielr the earl seleeted for her. 
Seeins: that the eATorts whieh ahe made 
to oblige him were painful to berself^ 
his lordship eeased to importune her; 

and 
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^nd feeling that notwithstanding her 
tnaniTest distress was oeeasioned by her 
absenee from her lover, . yet she was 
tieverlheless an object of his teuderest 
eoneern, he advised her to retire to her 
own room ; hoping, he said, to see her 
at breakfast the^next day, perfectly re- 
covered from every disagreeable eATeet 
of her joiirney, 

Gladly did the eountess obey the kind 
desire of her father, and hastened to give 
way to her tears, whieh sihe had wkh dif* 
ficulty repressed m his presenee. The 
Bweet serenity of the evening tempted 
her to walk round the grounds, and to 
visit those parts rendered dear by the re- 
eolketion of her Edmund — *' Here," 
said the eountess, as she seated herself on 
the beneh whieh Dudley had oeeupied 
on the dav that he diselosed to her his 
passion^ " it was on thisseat my Edmund 
lirst ventured to pronounee those bliss- 
fal words whieh raade me the happiest of 
women ! Alas ! whatamlnow? earried 

V». I. I oAT 
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oBT elandestinely froin the husband of 
my ehoiee^ and ^t a moment when we 
^ere fond]y planning sehemes of felicity 
'too perfect to be realized ! No longer ean 
I boast myself the happiest of women: 
deprived of his soeiety, whieh eonstituted 
my world, and doomed to eneoiinter the 
ji]st resentment of an indulgent father, 
alas ! I am now the most unfortunate! 
And thou, too, my Edmtind, art beeome 
a partaker of my sorrow, At this mo- 
m«nt thou art lamenting the absenee of 
thy Althea." 

The miniature of her husband wasl 
drawn from itssnowy reeess, and pressed 
passionately to her lips. As she gazed 
on ihe regularly-handsome featur.es of 
Dudley, the eountess almost imagiifed 
that she beheld in the bright blue eyes 
an expression of tend^r reproaeh — '^Ah !" 
said she., replaeing it in ber bosom^ "sueh 
would be the look of my Edmund^ eould 
I btlt see him at this instant. Yes, dearr 
est^ I have been to blame; I have aI}owed J 

S^ I 
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the afrection of a daughter (o intcrfere 
•with the duties of a wife; and in dday- 
i-ng my reinoval thus late, suATer most 
erueHy for my obstinaey." 

Reeolleeting that she had at least the 
power of transmitting her ideas to this 
idolized being, she returned to her eham- 
ber, and ringing for Mrs. Mason^ inquir- 
ed for her writing-diesk. 

'' Is your ladyship going to write to 
Mr. Dudley ?" said her faithful nurse. 

The eountess answered in the aARrma- 
(ive. 

*' I am sorry to be th6 messenger of 
bad news/' eontinued Mrs. Mason, *^ but 
fhy lord has given striet orders that every 
Jetter whieh eomes or goes should be 
brought to him." 

This was indeed striking at the root 
of the eountess's last hope, whose'tears 
now streamed afresh, as she leaned on 
the shoulder of her sympathizing confi- 
dant^ and besought her assistanee to eon- 

\:l. I 2 vev 
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\'ey to Dudley the intelligenee of where 
lie might find her. 

*' My dearest lady/* tsaid the affection- 
ate nurse, *' all power to assist you b 
taken from tne. The earl seems weil as- 
«ured of your seeret attaehment, for be 
has le^t nothing undone to prevent the 
«lightest possibility Qf any intereourse 
with Mr. Dudley. As soon as you had 
left the dining-parlour, Harris was sum- 
moned to attend the earl ; and, upon 
his return to the housekeeper's room, he 
said to me in c6nfidence — ' That he had 
never expected to be plaeed as a spy 
over the aetions of his dear young lady ; 
and tilat l>e wished, to the bottom of his 
soul,. peopie wouW mind thejr own busi- 
ness, instead of that of others/ 

» 

^'I asked him what he meant?~^ Some 
good-natured friend has put it into my 
lord's head,' said he, ' that the eountess 
and young Mr. Dudley are in love with 
eaeh other, whieh, I dare say, never en* 

Jd 
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tered their minds; and my master^ as ifr 
Tery natural, is terribly Yexed at the idea 
©f the eountess letting herself down sa 
mueh. Poor dear young €reature/ eon- 
tinued Harris, ' I wonder wha eoiild be 
so wieked as to raise sueh a repbrt. I 
dare say we shall soon be paeked off to- 
the old Gastle again, for my lord does^ 
not seem to think this far enough froav 
London/' 

" Graeious Heaven !'* exclaimed the* 
eountess^ '^ what wiH beeome of me ? I 
will write to my dear Tather, Mason ; f 
•will confess my marriage, and thr^w my- 
se1f at onee upon his aATeetion and mer^ 

^' I think it is the only thrng now l^f|r 
your ladyship to do. Il^ wifl be impos- 
sible for you to eoneeal \X mueh longer, 
and it will be better to discover it at 
onee, both for your own sake and Mn 
Dudley's." 

*' Oh, my beloved hiisband !" said the 
'loYely eountess, " that it were possible 

i3 for 
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for me to have you now \vith me ! CouM 
I but repose this aehing head upon thy 
dear bosom — eould I but hear the endear- 
ing tones of thy tendervoice, how light 
would be my griefs — how triAing my 
pains! Stay with me, Mason; I wiJI thi^ 
instant write to the earl. That weighty 
task performed, I will retire to rest, and 
trust in the divine merey of the Supreme 
Being to soften the heart of my iather 
towards his disobedient ehild." 

The letter of the eountess drew tears 
from her aATeetionate nurse. It was 
eouet^ in the most submissive terms; 
yet While she sought not to vindicate her 
fauit> she humbly trusted that the supe- 
!^or abilities and exalted mind of Dud- 
ley would not only plead for her with 
her father, but make amends for the in- 
feriority of his birth and fortune. She 
eoneluded by beseeehing him to pardon 
this sole aet of her disobedienee, to eom- 
passionate her situation, and to neBtore 
her to the soeiety of him for whom alooe 

she 
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^he wished to Iive, and without whom all 
t=he advantagesshe raight possess of rank 
and splendour would be of no avail — 
** Let this be given to the earl in the 
niorning," said the eotmtess, " with a re^ 
quest that I may be permitted to break- 
fast in mv own room." 

Mrs. Mason, with trembling appre- 
hension as to- the efrect the letter might 
have on lord Mortimer, hastened baek to 
the ehamber of her mistress as soon as she 
had delivered it. Ilis lordship, eonlident 
of iH>.slpwly ppened the enve1ope whieh 
eontained the fatal seeret that blasted all 
his hopes^ and disappointed him of his 
long-treasured and dearest wishes. 

He read and re-read the letrer of the 
eountess, as if unwilling to put confidence 
in his own senses; till at length eohr- 
vinced that it was no illusion, but that he 
had sustained an injury whieh no time 
eould eATaee, no penitenee do away, he 
retired to the library, where, after loek- 
ii\g the door,. he sat down to determine 

j 4 upoiL 
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iipon the line of eonduet whieh it was 
beeoming his dignity and the honour oi' 
his family to adopt. 

Stung to the soul by the ingratitude 
of his dnly ehild, who had thus daringly 
disposed of herse!f without even paying 
him the eompliment to ask his eonsent^ 
and indignant at the bold presumption 
and perfidy of Dudley, ashe deemed 
them, the earl resolved upon immediatew 
ly remoying the eountess to Mortimer 
Gastle, and^ as she was eonsiderably un^ 
der age, confining her there, until her 
liasty and imprudent marriage eould be 
set aside* Onee reso]ved, he was inflex- 
ible. His very tenderness so ill-requited 
made his resentment the keener : and all 
that excess of paternal fondness whieh 
be had ever felt for his Althea, was now 
swallowed up by the bitterness of the in- 
sult whieh he had received. 

Harris was rung for, and ordered to 
send Mrs. Mason to his lordship^ who 
said, on seeing her pale and tcrrified-— 

" Da 



'i 






THE HYP0CR1TE. 177 

H Do not be alarmed^ Mason ; I merely 
spnt for you that you might be the bearer 
of a message from me to the eountess of 
Brandon^ for I shall not eondeseend to 
write to her. Tell her, sinee iShe has 
Torgotten what is due to herse?f and me, 
I shall take the most efFectual steps to 
convince her that the authority of a pa- 
rent, tvhich she has set at defiance^ is not 
to be disregarded with impunity. As she 
has forfeited evcry elaim to the affection 
of a father, bid her prepare to meet all 
the rigour of a guardian ; and it is my 
positive command«that she does not at* 
tempt to obtrude herself on my presenee, 
as I will not answer for what migbt hap- 
pen from the eiTeets of my extreme re*- 
sentment.^ To-morrow I shaH ren\ove 
ber to the Gastle, where she shall remain 
aprisoner, until the audaeity of fr/m«he 
has been pleased to make her temporary 
husband has received its just punish* 
nient/* 

Mrs.'Mason flung herself on her knees 

I 5 before 
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before the earl — '' Oh, niy lord, may I 
venture to plead for my unfortunate 
lady — for the innoeent ehild, whieh must 
then beeome illegitimate !" 

'' Ilold !" eried the earl ; " it is your 
province.to obey, and not to presume 
upon my forbearance. I shall not re- 
proaeh you, nurse, for keeping too faith- 
fully the seeret of your mistress; I know 
your mild and a^Teetionate nature would 
not be able to resist the entreaties of the 
ehild, who must be as dear to you as your 
own ; but I must take eare not to plaee 
it in her power Xo seduee you again from 
your duty to your master. If you are 
willing to be ineluded in the eountess's 
banishment, you must agree to be eon- 
sidered as a prisoner with herself, and to 
suiTer with her ali the hardships whieh I 
may think fit to inflict; but remember, 
that the least disposition on your part to 
infringe on my orders, or to step beyond 
the limits whieh I shall allow you, will 
be folIowed by your eternal dismissal 
'^ from 
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from the eountess's person^ and my fa^ 
vour and proteetion.*' 

Mrs. Mason eould only eurtsey ; her. 
tears and sobs took from her all power 
of utteranee. Slowly she returned to the 
eountess^ who met her at tbe head oC 
ihe stairs^ and who read her sentenee in:. 
the deep affliction of her faithful eonH- 
dant. With great delieaey and tender- 
ness Mrs. Masontried to soften dowa. 
the message of lord Mortimer ; but with. 
all her prudenee slte eould not, for she 
dared not. eoneeal his intentions. Her 
niaternal arras enfolded the lifeless form. 
of the beautifuL disobedient ; her bosom^ 
wbieh had nourished her when a smiHng, 
infant,nowsupported her drooping head;. 
and her tears and lamentations alone re-^ 
ealled the idol of hep saul to life, and tOi. 
asense of her own.wretehedness. 

'* Oh, my beloved, my adored lady !'* 
said the nurse of Althea, ^*^ive not vour- 
selfthus up to despain My lord feels 
angry at your seeming to tbiBk.lJgtit ofv 

1 & his.. 
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his displeasure — at your seeming to for- 
get all his uriiform kindness; he will not 
see you or speak to you for the present; 
but when his resentmentsubsides, helvill 
remember only your virtues, he wilIfor- 
give, and restore you to his favour.'* 

'' But am I not torn from my Edmund !** 
replied the agonized eountess ; *'. and 
shall I not be removed to-morrow to the 
Gastle, where, even should he find out 
my abode, it will be impossible for him 
to have aeeess to me ! — Oh, my beloved 
husband ! fof whose sake I have dared 
the heavy resentment of a dear father — 
for whose sake 1 would endure a thon- 
sand ills, what wlll beeome of ihee^ se- 
parated from thy Althea?— and thou, oh 
saered pledge af otir mutual fondness! 
what will beeome ofihee ako?'* 

Again the eountess relapsed into a 
state of insensibility, from whieh she was 
with great difficulty recovered. Mrs. 
Mason conjured her to moderate her dis- 
tress — to eonsider that the life of ber 

ehild 
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ehild might be sacrificed by giving way 
to an excess of sorrow ; and that it was 
a duty she owed her husband to bear 
with fortitude her present affliction, and 

' to take eare of a life more dear to hini 
than his own. 

Notwithstand'mg the kind endeavours oF 
Mrs. Mason^ the eountess eontitiued more 
dead thari alive. She trembled at the 
idea of the misfortunes whieh might fa]l 
on her Edmund, and of the sufferings 

• whieh herse]f would endure, af the try- 
ing hour of her approaehing confine- 
ment, far from the eonsoling voice and 
reviving presenee of her husband. 

Searee able to stand, she, the tiext 
morning, wiih the assistanee of Mrs, Ma- 
son^ deseended from her room, on being 
t'old the earri^ge waited whieh was^ to 
convey her still further from her aetoned 
Dudley. Gasting an anxious lookaround, 
she remeinbered how- differently she had 
felt when last she quitted the Wilderness 
— now, how sad the reverse ! no tender 

Edaiund 
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Edmund to assist her to her earriage— 
iio kind father to aniraate her by his ap-r 
proving smiles, or lighten the fatigues of 
trayeHing by his edifying and instructive 
conver^ation. Hier presenee had beeorae 
disagreeable to him ; for he. would not 
even take a seat inj the same earriage 
with her, but had ordered for himself a 
hired ehaise, in whieh he mea^nt to follov« 
the lovely eriminaL 

Mortified and siek at heart>, the unr 
happy wife Qf Dudley, aeeompanied by 
her sympathising nurse^.set out for Mor- 
iimer Gastle ; while the earl,. burning 
with indignation and shame to be so der 
ceived, Anished his letters to his sister 
aiKl the duchessof Fitz-Aubin; and then,^ 
direeting them to be forwarded immer 
diately, followed the earriage of.hi3 iai->- 
grudent daughter. 
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CHAP. VIIL. 

While the eountess was tapidly proeeeeU 
ing to the magtiiAeent abode of her inr 
fancy, now destined to beeome her pri- 
son, Dudley was <:onfined to his bed by 
a yiolent fever, brought on by the shocJk 
bis mind received upon being infQrmed 
of her departure. 

Full of the most sanguine expectation$ 
of soon possessing entirely the soeiety 
of his lovely wife, Dudley, aeeording to 
his promise, hastened to the house of 
the marehioness, eager to deseribe to his 
Althea the retreat whieh he had fixed 
upon to receive her. Lady Wilmington 
was denied to him ; but he was permitted 
to see the tutor of her ehildren. His 
£eet hardly touehed the stairs whieh led 
to the ehamber of Leopold — his first 
inquiry was for a letter from the eoun- 
tess. 

eourteney^ 



% 



181* THE HYPOCRnfE; 

Coiirt.eney, with a longer face tlian 
usual, and an air of solemnity whieh in- 
dieated that he had mueh to eommuni* 
eate, repUed, that her joiirney was so 
sudden^ that he supposed she had no time 
to write. 

'^ What !" hastily exclaimed her hus» 

m 

band, '^ my AIfhea: quit town without 
leaving me an expIanation of the eause 
of her mysterious journey ! Come, eome,. 
Leopold, do not torture me any longer>. 
but give it me/' 

'' I feel for you, my dear Edmtind, too 
aeutely to trirfe with your feelings at a 
monient like this* Oh ! woiiM to God 
that I eould present you with what you 
soiiaturallydesire!— Cruel Althea! not to 
s6ften, as mueh as possible, the blow* 
whieh was to fall bn my beloved ^riend.** 

*' Ha !" eried iDudley, with a shudder 
. of agony, "I eomprehend! the earl has 
disrovered our marriage, andhas earried' 
offmy wife! say, Leopold, rs it not so?'* 

"I am sorry, dearest Edmund," rc- 

pliedi 
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pTied the artful h} poerite, '' to eorrobo- 
rate your fears. Lord Mortimer, exas- 
perated beyond measnre, appealed to me, 
as your supposed confidant, for informa- 
tion eoneerning ihe trntbof what he had 
heard. I pleaded ignoranee of your at- 
taehment, and even ventnrcd to doub* 
Ihe eredibility of his informer. But this 
was of no ayail: he denouneed ven- 
geanee on your head, and swore that from 
ihat hour yau should never more behold 
ihe eountess t" 

** Inhuman !" exelaimed Dudley; *' Yet 

perhaps he is still ignorant of the indis- 

soluble bonda whieh unite me to his. 

daughter, and of the delieaey of her si- 

.tuation." 

" Alas! my beloved Edmund," replied 
the sanetiAed dissembler, '' you will find, 
I fear, that those tender bonds are not in-- 
dissoluble. You forget that the eoun* 
t^ss is under age, and that her father has 
the power to set aside your marriage. 
Ob^ my dear, dear friend! it was this that 

made^- 
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made me receiveso iingraeiously the nev(s 
©f yoiir seeming good forttine — it was 
this that made me tremble for the happi- 
iiess of my generoiTS Diidley," 

Goiirteney might have gone on for an 
hoiir longer^ — his friend heard him noK 
Fixed, immoveable, he sat like the sta^ 
tue of despair. Gourteney took his hand, 
nnd pressed it tohislips- — *' Oh that I should 
live to see you thus!^' said he^ dropping 
a tear on the burninghand of his friend; 
*' speak to me^ Edmund ; it is I — your 
friend — your Leopold !" 

Dudley, turning his head, gazed on 
him ; then broke out into an hysterie 
laugh. Gourteney, who wanted to get 
rid of the man he had so basely betrayed, 
ituibuttoued his waisteoet^ and presented 
to his view the pieture of the eountess. 
Like magie it operated on the distraeted 
brain of her husband. Pressing it pas- 
sionately lo his lips> he burst into an 
agony of tears, whieh gave him eonsi- 
derable reliel, while itreealled.him to»a 

sense 
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«?ntse of the severe loss whieh he had 
sustained, 

*' Bear with my weakness/' said the 
unsuspeeting Dudley ; " it is for my Al- 
thea, my adored Althea, that I sufrer. 
Sweet angel ! how will she support the 
anger of the earl ! how support her ab- 
senee from me, in her present situation ! 
But I will foIIaw her^ if it is to the ex- 
tremiry of the world, I will shew lord 
Mortimer that the rights of a.husband ane 
stronger than those of a father. Hav,e 
)fOu no idea, Leopold, of the plaee to 
^hiph he h;as earried her ?'* 

" None," replied Gourreney. '^ Their 
departure was so hasty, that it eannot 
bave transpired.'" 

'^ And my Althea did not even ]cave a, 
roessage for me?'' 

^' Not a word, I assure you, althougli 
1 purpoisely gaA^e Ker an opportunity;. 
uor should I have supposed, by the se- 
renity of her coujitenance> that she had 

beea 
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been on the eve of quitting her husband^ 
perhaps forever." 

'' Distraetion ! and eould the heart or 
Ahhea feel eoraposed, eould she appear 
cheerful, when going to be separated 
from me — mc, who live b«t in her pre- 
senee, and whose whole soul at that mo- 
ment was absorbed in tenderness Eop her^ 
Gh, misery ! misery J perhaps her tar- 
diness to yield to my earnest wishes for 
her removaI proeeeded frora aii abate» 
Hient of her love; and Althea's seirroa; 
even assist to disannul'her plighted faith, 
and east upon her infant the stigroa of 
illegitimaey." 

^' Dear Edmynd, eompose yourselfi. 
Take my advice; seek not to discover 
the retreat o£ the eountess; she is yet 
but a ehild; the attentions and splendid 
Fank of the duke of Fitz-Aubin may have^ 
dazzled her senses, and estranged ber af- 
fections; wait p^tiently the result of her 
Eemoval ; do not too daringly expose* 
«^ yoursel£ 
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yourseir to the anger of her father, whose 
Tesentment may abate, by your seeming 
to pay him a proper submission and re* 
li^peet/' 

" And -who is lord Mortimer," angrily, 
"detnanded the husband of Alrhea, '' that 
I should <TiiTge and fawn to him with. 
^ubmissioh and respeet ? I am not afraid 
-of him personally, and only dread the 
eATeet his anger may have 0« his daugh-» 
♦er. True, his lordship is a peer of the 
realm, and I eannot even elaim relation- 
shrp with-the peasant, for I know not to 
whom I belong, or to whom I am related ; 
yet I feel that I am a man, and lord Mor- 
timer's equcd, except in title — that any 
eourtly syeophant and slave may pur- 
ehase; but not the proud eonseiousness 
of a soul and mind whieh ennobles itself. 
My beloved Althea rosesuperior tosueh 
petty distinetions ; she loved me for 
inyself— she blessed me with her hand-— 
and never while I exist will I shrink, like 

a edward. 



a eoward, from the face of dangeir Of 
death to asseri my elaim. No, LeopoM, 
rn the impulse of the moment, while 
smarting from disappointed love, I in- 
j\]red the eountess by suppoising her af- 
fections eapable of ehanging. Not fol- 
low her ! not endeavotir to traee otit h6r 
abode, and reseue her from solitary sor- 
row ! oh ! yt)u eounsel like one who has 
never fclt what it is to be a husband, or 
to antieipate the rapture of beeoming a 
fathcr!" 

'* Pardon me," sald the treaeherous 
preeeptor; '^ my eounsels sprurtg inot 
from my own feelings, but from my 
friendship for yourself, Lord Mortimer 
appeared so highly ineensed against you, 
that I judged it unsafe for you to throw 
yourself in his way." 

'' Thank you, my worthy friend,'* re* 
plied Dudley ; " let me see you, or hear 
from you, for I shall not eall again, in 
eompassion to lady Wilmington, who 

would 



\ 



T4IE HYPOORITE, 191 

^ould feel hurt to be obliged to shut her 
doors against one whom she has honour- 
ed with her regard/* 

Gourteney promised to eall, if possible, 
on him the next evening; and with every 
appearanee of well-dissembled sorrow, 
saw the generous Edmund quit, perhaps 
for ever, a house ^hieh had been open 
to him at all times^ and the doors of 
whieh might never have been elosed upon 
bim, but for his treaehery and baseness. 
Exuhing in the sueeess of his plot, and 
fervently hoping that he might not be 
able to find out the residenee of the 
eountess, GourteBey prepared to attend 
the summons, and answer the questions, 
of lady Wilraington, fu]ly resolvcd to 
beighten, as mueh as possible, whatever 
might appear like insolenee or ingrati- 
tude in Dudley, and to alarm her lady- 
ship by his positive determination of 
tinding her niece,wherever she might be 
eoneealed. 

Dudley, meanwhile, returned home in 

a state 
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a state of mind truly distressing. Al* 
thoiigh bent upon foMowing his Altheay 
yet he knew not to whom he should applyr 
for who indeed was likely.to bi^ apprized 
of the plaee of her eoneealment, except 
lady Wilmington? Drsappointed in not 
receiving a Hne from the eountess^ and 
alarmed lest her health should sufler by 
her hasty remoVal, and the displeasure of 
the earl, Dudley beeame seriously indis* 
posed. A burning fever raged through 
his veins, and he was unwillingly obtiged 
to send for his worthy friend doetor 
Bennet, who no sooner saw the flush on 
his eountenanee, and felt the rapid beat 
of his pulse, than he ordered him to his 
bed-room; and, with truly paternal kind- 
ness, conjured him to refrain from dwell- 
ing on any subject that would inerease 
his irritation. 

Dudley not only respeeted, but loved 
his venerable physieian ; his ^irKl and 
soul was full of his Althea, and of their 
separation ; tears gushed from bis eyes, 

as 
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^s he reflected on his present inability 
to travel, and anxious that the eause of 
his seeming weakness should be explain- 
ed to doetor Bennet^ he eontided to hini 
his marriage, and the severe misfortune 
whieh he had just sustained. 

Delighted by this proof of his young 
friend's aATeetion» the amiable physieian 
gave him every eneouragement not to 
despair, and aATorded him the highest con« 
solation by his friendly and juclicious ad« 
vice. What gave most comfort to his 
patient \vas|, the hope whieh he held ouC 
to him pf hearing from the eountess her* 
self. 

^* Wait patiently, my dear boy/' said 
the kind doetor Bennet; " doubtless 
your sweet wife will seize the iint op- 
portunily of letting you know the plaee 
of her residenee; but she mny not be 
able to do so immediately. Your pre- 
sent affljction appears a hcavy one ; yet, 
ray dear Dudley, reflect that it is not 
ineurable or hopeless. You have not to 

You I* ^ lament 
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1aa>ent either the death or the infideliiif of 
!her you love, Let this thought assist to 
lighten the sorrow whieh now oppresses 
you. You only suffer froin the tempo- 
rary absenee of a beIoved object, while 
I have b£en fated to endure trials more 
severe." 

Dudley raised his languid head; anddoe* 
tor Bennet read, in the speaking language 
of his fine features, all the solieitude of 
fijial affection — '' Be obedient to my or» 
ders/* eontinued his new friend ; *' and 
as soon as you are welienough, your 
confidence shall be repaid by niine/* 

Soon, however, were the words of the 
doetor for<^otten, and even the \:oiitei- 
ousness of his own misery. The reWr 
inereased, and he beeame delirious. 
During the height of his disoraer hi$ 
steady friend never quitted him, cx* 
eept to attend the duties of his pro- 
fession. Even at night he reposed bn 
a eoueh by the side of his insensible 
favourite. 

At 



TBE Htj?OtRllPl;. 195 

At length the vix)ience Qf the fever 
abated, and Dudley, weak and exhausted, 
ealled, in a faint voice, for drink. Im- 
mediately his watchfiil frieiid qiiitted his ^ 
eoiieh, and was by the side of his pa- 
tient, administerlng to his wants. Sur- 
prised at th^ presenee of doetor Bennet 
at that late hour, he endeavoured to eon- 
verse; but this was denied him. Seeing 
the doetor return to his sofa, Dudley in- 
stantly eomprehended the reason of his 
being there ; and though forbid to ex- 
press by words his gratitude, yet his tears 
would not be restrained, 

In the morning doetor Bennet thought 
it,*afe to teH him the danger he had past, 
and his own patitrnal eare of him — " All I 
teqtiircof you, my dear Dudley, is, to be 
jis tfanquil as possible, and to follow im- 
>?ipJicit:|y my rules. I will not leave you 
ytli^tiri oan do so with safety to your- 

Sueh unloolfed-for goodnes?:, sueh dis- 
interested attaehment, overpowered the 

^^ g^ateful 
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grateful heart of ihe invalid. All thal 
he eould do was to be obedient to the 
inestimable man who thus voluntariIy 
performed the tender offices of a father. 

A fortnight elapsed before he was suf- 
fered to converse on the subject dearest 
tohissoul. Again thedoetor represented 
the improbability of the eountess being 
allowed the opportunity of writing, yet 
held out to him the hope that the fertilc 
imagination and well-known ingenuity 
of a woman would shortly proeure the 
aeeomplishraent of his wishes. Lured 
by this sweet hope, Dudley, in gratitude 
to his kind advi«er, took the only mc- 
thod in his power to eviTice it, by a ready 
eomplianee wiih all his proposals. 

At theend of three weeks, Dudley was 
able io take an airing in the doetor'seha- 
riot. He had wrilten several times to 
Gourteney, expressing a desire to see 
him ; and had mentioned his dangeroiis 
illness, and ihe fatherly aATeeiioh of doe- 
tor Bennet. Leopold would iain have 

excused 
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cxcused himseir from visiting the man 
whosepeaee hehadso materially injured^ 
but not willing fo give eause for suspi^ 
eron, he eaHed on him one e^ening, and^ 
found the physieian oeeupied in reading 
fQr the amusement of his patient. 

Dudley presented to his false friend- 
the worthy doetor, and styled him the 
prcservjer of his life, his adopted father. 
Gourteney seized the hand of doetor 
Bennet, and pressed it to his lips, wirfv 
every indieation of rapturous gratitude, 
haih'ng him as the saviour of one dearer 
to. him than his own e^istenee.. 

" Oh, my friend !" said he, ** how^ 
thankful am I to God, who, in the midst o( 
your suATerings, raised you up sueh a eon- 
soler as doetor Bennet ! — I am a stran- 
ger to you, sir ; but in the service you> 
bave rendered Edmund, you bave eou^ 
ferred on me in partieular a lasting ob« 
ligation/* 

The doetor bowed — " I have done na 
moie," he replied, *' than what is the 

K 3 duty 
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There was a something in his add^ess to 
mvself, whieh struek me as overstrain- 
cdj as forced. I w^tehed his eounte- 
nanee when speaking on the subject oir 
whieh the peaee and happiness of his 
friend depended, and I imagrned that 
when he eaught my eye, there wasan em* 
barrassment whieb ill aeeorded with the 
sineerity of his professioiis. In short^ 
he is a man before whom I should speak 
and aet with great reserve/' 

'* Oh, my dear doetor ! you wrong poor 
eourteney, I assure you. I grant that 
his demure appearanee and stiiTness of 
manners are not ealeulated, at the first in- 
lerview, to ereate him friends; but I 
firmly believe that a worthier ereature 
does not exist. He.has long struggled 
with poverty and misfortunes, but not 
singly, for hisT wife and her sister, bolh 
amiablewomen, have unfortunately suf- 
fered with him. It happened most pro- 
Yielentially for mc, as well as his family, 
that lady Wilmington applied to me \i^ 

reeommendl 
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reeommend her a tutor to her ehildren. 
I introdiieed Golirteney, and gained for 
him a situation whieh, I trust, will efFec- 
tually remove those difficulties he has 
]ong laboured under. Were he my bro- 
ther, I eould not feel raore deeply inte- 
rested in his welfare." 

"That I believe/' rejoined the friendly 
physieian^ " and only hope that Mr. 
Gourteney may prove, by his aetions^ 
deserving of the eharaeter whieh ypu 
give him. The generou^ confidence of 
youth I would not wholly repress; it 
springs from noble feelings, and an ho- 
nest heart, whieh, eonseious of its owh 
integrity, fearlessly relies upon that of 
others. Yet, Edmund, the more you': 
know of mankind, the more bitlerly will 
you find eause to regret its treaehery 
and ingratitude; and instanees will not^ 
be wanting to convinx:e you, that inte^ 
rest or love will even eorrupt the ten- 
dertiess of a Taiher, and turn brotherly 
affection inlo deadly ^niraosity. I onee 
.;i x-&' hinled 
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hinted to you that I had bought my cx- 
perienee dearly, and I know of no better 
opportunity than the present to exeni- 
pliTy it, if you do not already feel weary 
of an old man's moralizing." 

Dudley assured him tliat sueh would 
jiever be his ease. Delieaey alone had 
prevented his raaking a request whieh 
might be deemed impertinentor eurious, 
but whieh he had, nevertheless, long 
wished to make. The tea-things being 
removed, doetor Bennet began,^ 

" It is almost unneeessary for me to 
premise, that I am the seeond son of sir 
George Bennet, who, unfortunately for 
me, did not sueeeed to the title until I 
was in my twentieth year. I say unfor- 
tunately, beeause that event too fataUy 
deeided the happi^ess of my future life. 

" My father was early left a widower, 
with a large famiiy to bring up genteelly 
out of a very limited ineome ; he there- 
fore thought itbest to r^side wholly on 
an estate whieh belonged*to him in 

Hampshire, 
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Hampshire, and whieh, of itself, pro- 
dueed the chief artieles for our support. 
After the death of my mother, a lady 
eame to preside over the doraestie eon- 
eerns of my father, and to superintend 
the edueation of my sisters. Her steady 
attaehment to usall, and theunif6rm ma- 
ternal tenderness with whieh she regard- 
ed her young eharge, soon gained our 
aiTeetion^ whieh inereased as we arrived 
at years of maturity. It was our general 
wish that my father would give her a le- 
gitimate right to the tender name by 
wJiich his ehildren had always ealled her^, 
and I beireve she herself eneouraged the • 
same hope. 

"My father, whose dassieal knowledge 
and literary acquirements rendered him 
fully eompetent for the undertaking, in- 
strueted myself and brothers iri every ne- 
eessary braneh of edueation^ until we * 
were old enough to be sent to eoliege^ 
He then entrusted.us to the eare of a dis- 
tant relatioii.of our maternal frie.nd, who 

K*6 went? 



204 THE HYPOeErTE. 

went with iis to Oxford. I ehose my 
own profession, and my studies were re- 
gulated aeeordingly. The vacations were 
joyfulIy spent at home^amidst the highly- 
cnltivated soeiety of mv sisters, and that 
of a neighbouring family, who had lately 
eome to reside about a miledistant froin 
my father's house. This was a most de- 
sirable acquisition tb our little party, 
whieh was enlarged by the frequent visits 
of two lovely girls, and their brother, a 
most excellent young man, and our fel- 
low-c6llegian. 

" The Miss Edens had passed their 
winter in London, and had rcceived fi- 
nishing lessons .from the best masters of 
that time. With extreme good-nature, 
thev volunteered to oro over the same 
with my sisters, who thankfully aeeepted 
their oATer. This neeessarily oeeasioned 
'a strieter intimaey between the two famii- 
lies; and my father never seemed better 
pleased than when Mr. and Mrs. Eden 
and their ehildren were present. 
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'^ As the trme approaehed for our re- 
turn to Oxford, I felt ray reluetanee in- 
erease to quit home^ now rendered dou- 
bly dear by the frequent opportunities 
I enjoyed of conversing with the young- 
est Miss Eden. My brother also evinced 
equal pleasure in the soeiety of her sis- 
ter, and serupled not to avow openly his 
sentiments; but he was the darling of 
my father, who was next heir to the ba- 
ronetage, and ten thousand a-year — / 
eould not boast of any expectations but 
what might arise from my proression, and 
three hundred a-year left me by my ma- 
ternal grandfather. Notwithstanding this 
drawbaek to my hopes, I found that it 
had no power over my a^Teetions ; my 
heart eontinued to beat with the same 
fondness for the lovely Amelia as if I had 
been lieensed to adore her; and my va- 
nity indueed me to imagine, that had 
%uch been the ease, the sweet girl would 
not have disdained my pretensions. 

'^ On our retum to eollege, the loss of 

ray 
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iny usual spirits was quickly notieed b]r 
young Eden. He inquired the eause 
with friendly anxiety, and eautioned me 
against being fascinated by the beauty 
of his sisters, as his father*s determina- 
tion of marrying them to men of title* 
and fortune was well kn.own.t— ' George/ 
said he, hughingly, ' stands a tolerable 
ehanee, as being heir to both; but if you 
value your peace> ray dear Bennet, you 
will keep clearof temptation, and regard 
the handsome persons of my sisters witb 
tbe same sort of fee]ing as I do a fine 
pieture, whose priee is above the eom- 
pass of my poeket/^ 

'' I thanked him for his advice^ whieb 
Lsaid was unneeessary; yet I forbore to 
teH him the reason why my^^rother alone 
was my confidant; and he^ from aiTeetion 
and good-nature, eneouraged me.to hopf . 

'^ Oh, how heaviLy passed the time un- 
til the next vacation ! how tr-ansporting 
.were my feeljngs on .alighting at my .fa- 
ther*s door^ on pressing to my I^s the. 

soft. 
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sott hand of Amelia^ who, with the rest 
of her family, were there to weleome 
our return ! I thought I perceived, in the 
deep eolour of her eheek, and the bril- 
lianey of her eyes, an emotion that sprung 
fromsomethingdearerthan thatoffriend- 
ship, and I allowed myself to beled away 
by this dangerous delusion. 

" We were now more intimate than 
ever. Our mornings were generally 
spent in riding or walking, and our even- 
ings in a family eoneert, whieh, as we 
were all performers, was by no means 
insignificant. The sweet voice of Ame- 
lia, aeeompanying her harp, enehanted 
n\y father as well as myself ; and it was 
easy (o observe that my gentle favourite 
was his also. \ 

'' My brother was now the aeknelw- 
ledged lover of Miss Eden; even her 
mother, a proud, haughty, and |elf-di- 
reeted woman, made no objectk)il to the 
ina()i^h, and her eonsent was all that was 
requisite upon any afiairof contec{u^iice. 

It 
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It was therefore agreed, that he shbulii 
reraain at home» and enjoy the soeiety 
of. his fiiture wifc. My father likewise 
deemed it neeessary for me taremove ta 
London, to the house of my unele, an 
eminent physieian, who wished to retire 
from the fatigues of his- profession, as 
soon as I was eapable of aeting in his 
stead. 

" Gblig^dto yield to the neeessity of 
niy eireumstanees, I yet determined (a 
know the real state of Amelia's^entiments 
before I quitted her a seeond time, a&I 
should not again visit the home of my 
iufancy until ealled upon to attend the 
nuptials of my brother. 

" One day, after my father and old Mr. 
Eden had.been talking over family mat- 
ters, ^nd from thenee to the intended 
marriage of my brother, he. turned round 
has^y, and said to me — ' Who knows, 
Ffank> but that when you sueeeed to the 
old gentleman's profesgioa, he.may throw 
his daughter; into the bargain; I h^ar 

sbe 
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sTie is a very fine girl, and I know that 
she will have plenty of the requisite/ 
' " I looked at Amelia, whose eolour 
faded at this speeeh of my farher's, and 
vfho soon after asked my favourite sister 
to take a walk in the garden. I folIowed, 
and surprised her in tears. Hastily attri- 
buting them to sudden indisposition, she 
aeeepted of my proATered ann, and be- 
gan to talk with a vivacity whieh seemed 
Toreed, and but ill agreed with the plea 
of illness. Anxious to discover if the 
idea of my absenee had aATeeted her, I 
purposely brought up the subject of my 
departure ; and lamented mo&t sevejfeFy 
that the duties of my profession would^ 
in a manner, banish me from my family 
and native plaee. My aister wept at the 
suggestion ; for we had alwa^s felt for 
eaeh other the fondest aATeetion, and, next 
to quitting Amelia Eden, the deprivation 
of her soeiety deeply aATeeted me. * • 

" Turning towards the beloved object 
of my soul, I ventured to espressa hope 

that 
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that she would not eiTtirely forget the 
brorher of her friend. Her reply, and 
the blushing confusion of her face, gave 
nie fresh hopes. lagain beheld thestart- 
ing tears ; and, searee able to eheek my 
own, I aeknowledged niry long-eherished 
passion, and lamGnted that my want of 
fortune had eompelled me to remain sb- 
l^nt upon a subject on whiek^ d^pended 
niy only earthly hope of happiness. 

•' Amelia hid her agitation in the bo* 
som of my sister, who aiTeetionately em- 
braeing her, said— 'lt is, at least> in your 
power, my dear girl, to ease my br^ther 
from the tortures of suspense. Let not 
a false notion of deliea^ey, my Amelia, 
prevent you^ froOT aattng with your na- 
tive eandour/ 

*' Judging by this that my sTster was 
in tiie confidence of Amelia^.I ilung my- 
self on my knees before her^ and press- 
img her hand tenderly to.my lips^, be- 
sought her at onee to pronounee my 
d.oom^ Nevcr, Dudley,. shall I forget 

th€j 
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fhe raptures of that moment ! I fcel my 
heart beat quicker at the remembranee, 
ahhough nearly forty years haveelapsed 
sinee that period. With the sweetest 
confusion, whieh served to heighten h'er 
natural eharms, Amelia entreated mc to 
rise, and owned tbat the brother of her 
Sophia had never been indiflferent to her; 
that from the first period of our beeom- 
ing intimate, she had been aware that her 
heart would never feel thesameemotions 
on the sight or the toueh of another. 
My transpdrts were now unbounded; I 
elasped her to my bosom, and on press* 
ing my fips to hers, felt a bliss till then 
unknown. 

*^ ReGOvering from roy delirium of 
joy, my Amelia said, that she feared h 
would be impossible lo gain the eonsent 
of her mother, who had e\pressly edu- 
eated her sister and'herself with tbe view 
of marKying them to men of rank and 
fortune; and that it was some time be- 
fore her falher coijld bring her to yield. 

to^ 



/■^ 



gI2 TM'E HTFOCRWB^ 

fo her sister's beeoming the wife o^ 
George. 

' Let us hope^ my Amelia/ I eried; 
*" that yoiir mother will be equa]ly ge- 
neroiis to us; sinee the profcssion of my 
unele is of eonsiderable value, and wilt, 
in a short time, enable me to ask for your 
hand with eonfidence. Until then, my 
beloYed girl, let us draw eonsolation from 
the hope that, as George means to earry 
his bride to London, you may besufFered 
to aeeompany her. Our opportunities 
cf seeing eaeh other will then be un- 
limited. But why, my dearest Amelia,- 
will you not put k out of the power of 
ambition to mar our loves ? let us be 
united at the parish ehureh of the next 
town; and tlien we may laugh at the vaia, 
endeavours of your mother to make my 
Amelia a ladi^ against her wiJl/ - 

* Ob, not for tbe world,' said she, 
shiinking timidly from my arms, ' would 
I marry against the knowledge of my 
mother ! Sueh a step, taken without her 

eonsent 
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' ^dnsent or advice, would embitter all my 
Tuture years. No, my dear Bennet, to 
T)ecome your wife would be the height 
<)f my desireSj but my patents' blessing 
must sanctify fhe deed/ 

" Trusting to the great krndness Mrs. 

lEden had always manifested towards me, 

and likewise to the fayourab]e appear- 

^nee of my own prospeets, 1 forbore to 

press my Amelia on a subject whieh she 

^eemed to regard with fixed aversion. 

"We however settled, that throueh the 

ineans of George, our letters eould bc 

transmitte4 to eaeh other, and we should 

consequently cnjoyall thatabsenee would 

permrt. Sophia now reminded us that 

i't would be proper to return to the house, 

whieh we aeeordingly did. 

" On our joining the family, I thought 
tny father looked unusually serious, and 
^ven displeased, on hearing that I had 
aeeompanied my sister and her friend in 
their stroll round the grounds. Amelia 
was desired by her mother to play and 

sing 
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sing a duet^ in whieh I had hitherto sung^ 
seeond. My fathef*, h6w'cver, no\v ehose 
to take my pUet; ahd irising with quick- 
ness^ led het to the instrument. Hia 
voice was strong and musieal, and im- 
proved by seiehee. To the plaintive ten- 
derness of the air and words he did am* 
ple justice. ' Mrs. Eden was delighted, 
and eomplimented highly my father's 
performance. Amelia rose to give het 
seat to Sophia ; but my father entreated 
her to eontinue, and for the remainder 
of the evening, kept elose to her side, 
seeuring to himself the whole of hei' 
conversation. 

" Searee knowing why, I yet felt paN 
tieularly uncomfortableat this behaviour 
of my father. I saw it gave Amelia pain ; 
while her mother on^ly laughed, talked 
louder than usual, and repeatedly eom- 
plimented my father on his good looks. 
To do justice to the author of my being, 
I must allow that fe\v men of five-and- 
forty eould boast of a more prepossessing 

countenance> 
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«eountenanee, manly and elegant figure, 
and manners peeuliarly attractive. He 
was, in short, a man that any woman> 
whose atTeetions were disengaged, might 
love ; and I began to tremble for myself 
when I reflected on his extensive powers 
of fascinating, wbieh he now seemed de* 
termined to display and to exert. 

*' The next morninor I ealled on the 

o 

Edens, and learnt from Araelia that her 
mother bad questioned her very narrowly 
tespeeting the state of her feelings to^ 
wards me, and eautioned her against 
giving the least eneouragement to my 
addresses, as it would only bring ruin on 
my head, and plaee herself in a very de* 
lieaie situation ; she however refused to 
explain her allusion — 'I shall beglad, * 
$aid she, * wben Frank goes to London ; 
fcr he is a fine young man, and if not a 
fool, will take eare to turn to advantage 
the handsome person that nature has 
given him.* 

•' At 
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" At my age, my dear Dudley, I may 
he allowed lo repeat the praise of Mrs. 
Eden, without running any risk of ia- 
eurring the imputation of vanity." 

Dudley grasped his hand aATeetionate- 
ly, and the doetor eontinued. 

'' On my return hpnoe, my father in- 
quired when I intended to begin my 
journey ? — * I think/ said he, ' you have 
already exceeded the time your unele 
mentioned in his letter. I wish you to 
study his comfort and ease as mueh as 
possible; and therefore advise you to set 
oflr to-morrow, I alsp wish you to re* 
member, Frank, your own interest. It is 
not in my power to do any thing for 
you, beyond altowing you what is neees- 
sary, until your proPession shall render 
my assistanee needless. You will have 
many opportunities of inereasing your 
fortune by marriage; and I trust that 
you will determine on the raost eligible, 
I know of no young woman that I should 

better 
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better like for my daughter than your 
eousin; and Iseriously advise you to en- 
deavour to gain her for a wifc.* 

" I thanked my father for his eounsel, 
but expressed great reluetanee to leave 
home so suddenly. — ' Ydu eannot go too 
soon/ he replied, .' if you wish to oblige 
your unele ; afl«rr4o not see why you 
should fcel sueh poignant regret at 
Jeaving your fami!y now, espeeially as 
yau will most likely return to eelebrate 
the nuptials of your brother, I am 
afraid, Frank, that you have a stroriger 
niotive for wishing to prolong yourstay. 
I have observed you ioo partieular of 
late to Amelia Eden ; and should you 
have been weak enough, as well as so 
imprudent as to think of her, notwith-^ 
standing your knowledge of her mother*s 
intentions, whieh are irrevocablej why, 
the sooner you remove from the soeiety 
of one«who is destined to beeome the 
\vife of another, the sooner you will re- 

voL. I. L coveir 
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cover your senses, ahd your proper tdeas 
of filial duty. It is therefor(B my plea- 
sure, that you give your servant orders 
to get ready for your remoYal to-mor- 
row/ 

*' My father then quitted me; and the 
only eonsolation I had ]eft me was^ that 
I should see Amelia in the evening. See 
her I did ; but my father and Mrs. Eden 
watehed us so narrowly, that I gould not 
cven whisper to her my tenderest adieus^ 
or receive hers. My brother George 
promised to afford me all the assistanee 
in his power; and my sister received a 
hundred little messages to de]iver to her 
lovely friend. 

" neavy was my heart on the morning 
of my departure. I rose before day- 
break; and not wishing to disturb any. 
pf the family but Sophia, was proeeeding 
softly to her room, when I was surprised 
by the appearanee of the maternal friend 
I before mentioned. She beekoned me 

to 
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to enter her apartment. dosing the 
door, she threw her arms round my 
neek, and wept bitterly. 

'^ Alarmed, I conjured her to be eom- 

. posed, and inquired the eause of her dis- 

tress — ! My beloved Frank/ said she, ' it 

is for you more than for myself that I 

grieve, Your happiness and mine are 

to be sacrificed to this fatal passion of 

- your father*s. Alas ! my dear boy, he 

•loves Amelia Eden ! you are hastily sent 

off to London, and I shall soon follow 

j you; for never will I, who have been a 

mother to his ehildren all the best part 

of my life, submit to be direeted and 

governed by a girl of sixteen/ 

^' Horror-struek, I remained motion- 
less for a few minutes; then exclaimed, 
that what she dreaded would never eome 
to pass, for that AmeKa's heart was mine, 
and that she had promised to h've only 
for me. I then repeated our conversation 
in the garden, and the kind assuranees 
of George, with my hope of Amelia 

L 8 b'eing 
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teing allowed to aeeompany her sister 
to London. My popr friend was a h'ttle 
soothed by this; and as she again and 
again embraeed me^ prayed to God to 
pour down blessings on my head. 

*' The bare idea whieh she had sug* 
gested of a rival in my father, aATeeted 
me deeply ; and I arrived at my unele's 
in a state of mind truly pitiable* I 
found him all that ean exalt or ennoble 
liuman nature. Like a fond father he 
\veIcomed my arrival; and plaeing the 
hand of his equally amiable daughter in 
mine, said — ' You must henceforward, 
Frank, aet the part of a brother to In- 
diana. Look on her as a sister; proteet 
her as sueh ; and you wili not find her 
unworthy of your eare.* 

*' But, my dear Dudley, it grows late, 
and you are not sufBcientIy reg6vered 
from your severe attaek to endure any 
* deprivation of your proper reppfei;V To- 
morrow I will finish my littltf nistory, 
wbieh I see has excited your euriosity." 

"Inever5i 
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^' I never obeyed you with more un- 
willingness/' replied his pati.ent, " than 
I do now. Oh, my dear friend ! to 
whom not only I, but many others, are 
indebted for their existence, how im- 
patiently shall I wait the eonelusion of 
a narrative whieh has aATeeted me sen- 
sibly." 

Doetor Bennet embraeed his afFection- 
ate favourite; and after taking a sligbt 
refreshment, left him for the night, pro- 
misin^ to be with him at the dinner-hour 
the next day. 
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